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Jews demand miraculous 

signs and Greeks look for 

wisdom, but we preach 

Christ crucifi ed: a stumbling 

block to Jews and foolish-

ness to Gentiles, but to 

those whom God has called, 

both Jews and Greeks, 

Christ the power of God and 

the wisdom of God. 

The Corinthian church had 
both Jewish and Gentile 
members. Here Paul illus-
trates for them how people 
from both Jewish and Greek 
cultures often responded to 
the gospel. Looking for attest-
ing signs to be done by the 
Messiah, most Jews stumbled 
on the fact of Jesus’ crucifi x-
ion. To the wisdom-seeking 
Greeks, the whole idea of the 
crucifi xion was foolishness. 
But some from each group 
saw that Christ is the power 
and wisdom of God. 

Pray that the Heavenly 

Father will lead His servants 

today to those yet unreached 

people groups, and grant 

that some may see and be-

lieve His power and wisdom 

in Christ.

College students 

have their en-

tire lives ahead of 

them. What better 

group to mobilize 

for frontier mission 

work, especially in 

Muslim Indonesia! 

Th ere is now a national student movement focused 

on mobilizing college-aged believers in Indonesia to 

serve the spiritual and physical needs of the lost all 

around them. Th e movement is called Mahasiswa 

Indonesia Menuai (MIM), which means Indonesian 

Student Harvesters. Since 2003 the MIM confer-

ences and networks have helped Indonesian par-

ticipants focus on sharing Jesus with the unreached 

people groups all around them. Th rough sessions and 

workshops, participants make practical action plans 

for their involvement in cross-cultural missions. Th e 

goal is to help students think diff erently about mis-

sions and to do ministry among unreached people 

groups with culturally appropriate approaches. At the 

last MIM conference, 215 students committed to go 

to an unreached people group. 

Pray for God to direct the over 500 Indonesian students 

who will attend the MIM 2010 conference in a couple of 

weeks. Pray for commitments to intentional cross-cultural 

missions among the unreached people groups of Indonesia, 

and specifi cally a focus on Sumatra. Pray for eff ective 

follow-up and placement of students responding to the call 

to serve. Pray for tent maker training to equip those who 

will use their professional training and work experience 

to live and serve among unreached communities. Pray for 

the parents to understand and accept the Lord’s calling on 

their young adult children’s lives.—SP

Indonesian Student Missions Movement
Day 7
1 Corinthians 1:22-24 
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Komering (KO-mer-ing) People 
Day 8

1 Corinthians 1:26-27 

Guilt by association. Th at 

might be an accurate de-

scription of how many Indonesian 

residents feel about the Komering 

people. Because of the violent 

and criminal behavior of a few, 

the Komerings have developed a 

reputation as dangerous, volatile 

people who should be avoided at 

all costs. “Th e stigma of violence,” 

wrote one blogger, “make komer-

ing verry (sic) disappointed.”

In reality, most Komering people are well disciplined 

in both social life and religion. Th ey exhibit hospital-

ity and show respect to their elders. Much of their cul-

ture revolves around a brand of folk Islam that mixes 

teachings from the Qur’an with belief in evil spirits 

and dukuns (shamans).

Most of the Komerings live in the southeastern part of 

Sumatra. A full third of their population lives in pov-

erty, lacking adequate medical care, clean water and 

educational opportunities. 

Pray for the Lord to reveal to the Komering people the 

forgiveness He has provided in the life, death and resur-

rection of His only Son, Jesus Christ. Ask the Lord of the 

Harvest to send laborers into this harvest fi eld, to preach 

and demonstrate the Kingdom of God. Pray for Christian 

humanitarian aid organizations to realize this need and 

provide resources for the Komering people. Ask the Lord to 

remove disappointment, guilt, and the stigma of violence 

and replace it with His indescribable gift of love. Pray for 

disciplers who will help these people become all that God 

wants them to be.—CL

Brothers, think of what you 

were when you were called. 

Not many of you were wise 

by human standards; not 

many were infl uential; not 

many were of noble birth. 

But God chose the foolish 

things of the world to 

shame the wise. 

The Corinthian church was not 
a “beautiful people” church. 
But Paul explained that God 
had chosen them to reveal the 
folly and weakness of the wise 
and strong of this world. The 
Komering people of Indonesia 
have low status, just like the 
Corinthians. Could God again 
be calling the “foolish” to 
shame the “wise?” 

Pray for more Komering 

people to demonstrate what 

God can do with those who 

are willing to take Him at 

His word.
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For in Christ Jesus neither 

circumcision nor uncir-

cumcision has any value. 

The only thing that counts 

is faith expressing itself 

through love. 

In this passage, Paul stresses 
that it is not our traditions 
or our cultural heritage that 
makes us acceptable to God, 
but our heart response. We 
should thank God because 
we can worship and serve 
Him without having to use 
patterns of Hebrew ritual or 
the cultural forms of the fi rst-
century Church! God takes 
special pains to say that each 
people group is free to express 
worship to Him in patterns 
appropriate to its own culture. 

Pray that peoples like the 

Palembangs will soon un-

derstand that faith express-

ing itself through love is far 

more important than their 

traditions and religious law. 

Pray that the Lord will give 

them a hunger to rise to the 

standards Christ has set.

R un a Google search on 

the word “Palembang” 

and the fi rst thing that 

pops up is a city in 

Indonesia. Not just any city, 

but the capital city of the 

South Sumatra Province. 

However, Palembang is 

also the name of a people 

group. Not just any people 

group, but a people group 

with no Bible, no churches, 

and only about 25 believers.

Like other groups on the 

island of Sumatra, the 

Palembangs practice a 

mixture of Islam and trib-

al superstitions. Local proverbs extol their allegiance 

to both religions, but when the two are in confl ict, 

kala-kala sare’at oleh adat – “tradition wins over reli-

gious law.”

Th e name “Palembang” means “to wash the muddy 

river water to fi nd gold.” In years past, some people 

believed that the Palembang region held hidden trea-

sure. Yet today, many Palembang are unemployed 

and struggle to survive in poverty. 

Pray for Palembang people to be washed from their sin 

and fi nd their true treasure in Jesus Christ. Ask for the 

Lord to alert mission agencies to the desperate need of this 

people. Pray for Him to raise up and dispatch transla-

tors and evangelists who will provide the Word and the 

gospel in the Palembang heart language. Pray for the 

JESUS Film to be distributed far and wide among the 

Palembang people.—CL

Palembang People
Day 9
Galatians 5:6 
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The rain came down, the 

streams rose, and the winds 

blew and beat against that 

house, and it fell with a 

great crash.

The peoples of Sumatra 
understand the possibili-
ties of losing everything in a 
natural disaster. Groups like 
the Minang and the Acehnese 
have survived devastating 
disasters. Today’s reading 
hints at the importance of 
building one’s “house” on a 
fi rm foundation. As it stands, 
the Minang people who don’t 
have the money for concrete 
must settle for a weak foun-
dation for their homes. That’s 
sad, but not as sad as the 
weak spiritual foundation of 
folk Islam. 

Pray for a spiritual transfor-

mation among the Minang 

people that will lead them to 

build their spiritual homes 

on the fi rm foundation, 

Jesus Christ. 

The concrete house shift-

ed as the Minang fam-

ily watched, wondering if it was 

safe to go inside. Th e mother, 

Ermawati, was dreading more 

aftershocks. Ermawati’s home 

is located on what is sometimes 

called the “Ring of Fire” fault 

line. Her home is built with 

concrete, yet it is very unstable. 

Even if Ermawati had mon-

ey to rebuild, she had no idea if those who built it 

would make sure it was sturdy enough to withstand 

earthquakes.

It is only a matter of time before the ground will shake 

again. Next time their home might be completely ru-

ined. Ermawati recently told her children that if their 

home crumbles they must move to a diff erent location. 

Th is family is from the infl uential Minang people. 

Minangs often move to where they can make a good 

living, so there are Minang people all over Sumatra 

and other Indonesian islands. Th ey live with no hope. 

Th eir Islamic beliefs leave them feeling like they must 

accept whatever Allah wills. Th eir animistic practices 

off er them even less assurance.

Pray for a hunger for spiritual truth among these infl u-

ential people. Pray for a powerful movement of the Holy 

Spirit that will draw thousands of Minang people into 

Christ’s holy kingdom. Pray that there will soon come a day 

when Minang households will use their infl uence to win 

other Indonesian Muslims to Him.—NW

Minang People
Day 10

Matthew 7:27

Minang mother and child
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Who can discern his errors? 

Forgive my hidden faults. 

Keep your servant from 

willful sins; may they not 

rule over me.

Like many zealous Muslims, 
the Acehnese try to legislate sin 
out of existence through Sharia 
Law. They keep couples from 
sitting together on a beach, 
but they can’t stop the heart 
from having immoral thoughts. 
They keep women dressed 
modestly, but they can’t stop 
the sin of pride. What some 
Muslims miss is a true desire to 
please the Almighty. Sin is still 
right there at the door trying to 
master them.

Pray that the Acehnese 

people will come to recognize 

their own sinful natures and 

their inability to please a 

perfect Lord. Pray that they 

will understand the provision 

of a Savior through Christ 

and look to Him to keep 

them in right relationship 

with God and away from sin.

The sun is set-

ting. Th e young 

couple sits in semi-

darkness on a beach 

in Aceh Province, 

on the northern tip 

of Sumatra. Th ey 

are quietly talking 

and laughing, unaware of a group of men that is ap-

proaching. Suddenly, the men surround them. Th eir 

leader shouts, “You are breaking Sharia Law by being 

here!” Th e men are an approved civilian patrol. Th eir 

responsibility is to enforce Islam’s strict Sharia Law, 

which is the law of the land in Aceh Province. An 

important Sharia Law is that young men and wom-

en are not to be together in the dark so they don’t 

do anything immoral. Th e couple protests by say-

ing, “We are only talking and doing nothing wrong. 

Talking is not immoral.” One of the men says, “We 

are not listening. You are violating Sharia Law by 

being together in the dark. Return to your homes.” 

Reluctantly, the young man and woman begin to 

walk in opposite directions to their homes. It is no 

use to protest because the Sharia patrol has the right 

to take them to Sharia headquarters if they do not 

submit to the patrol’s directions. 

Aceh Province is home to the Aceh people, Indonesia’s 

most staunch Muslims. About one in 1,000 Acehnese 

people follow Christ. Th e rest are Muslims.

Pray for God to send Holy Spirit fi lled believers to 

show the Acehnese people the light of Christ. Pray for a 

Christ-centered movement to begin among the Acehnese 

people.—NW

Acehnese People
Day 11
Psalms 19:12-13a

Acehnese
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To the Jews I became like a 

Jew, to win the Jews. 

Again we see Paul’s pattern 
of ministry. Jesus not only 
took on human form, but 
actually became a member 
of one people group. He was 
born and grew up within the 
Jewish culture. God became a 
Jew in order to win the Jews. 
When Jesus commissioned 
His followers to disciple the 
non-Jewish nations, He also 
expected these disciples to 
become all things to all men 
so that by all possible means 
(they) might save some 
(9:22).

Pray that Batak believers will 

become like the Mandailing 

Bataks in order to win them 

to Christ.

Yan splashed water over his face with his father af-

ter a hard day’s work harvesting rice and unwit-

tingly began to clean his arms up to the elbows like 

they did before entering a mosque. His father laughed 

and commented, “We are going home to eat dinner, 

not to the mosque.” Yan looked down and blushed. 

Walking up the trail to their home, Yan asked, “Why 

are so many of the other Batak people Christian? Why 

aren’t they Muslims like us?” His dad replied, “We 

know the truth. Th ey read the corrupted Bible rather 

than listen to the prophet. Maybe some day the Bataks 

will come to their senses.”

Yan and his father are from the Mandailing Batak 

people. Th ree things make them proud. One is that 

they are among the only Batak subgroups that is 

Muslim, rather than Christian. Secondly, they regard 

themselves as more polite than their more outspo-

ken cousins. And thirdly, they can trace their ancestry 

back at least 20 generations. 

Yet they face some diffi  cult challenges in the 21st cen-

tury. Th eir rice farming techniques do not produce 

enough crops, and their educational system needs to 

be improved. 

Pray for Indonesian believers to go to the Mandailing 

Bataks to help with their physical and spiritual chal-

lenges. Pray that they will soon realize that obedience to 

the Qur’an isn’t good enough; they need the Savior. Pray 

that these proud people will soon walk humbly with their 

God.—KC

Mandailing Batak People
Day 12

1 Corinthians 9:20 



18

I have become all things to 

all men so that by all possible 

means I might save some. 

One of the greatest lessons 
we can learn from the apostle 
Paul was the way he adapted 
to the people whom he tried 
to win to Christ. In this en-
tire passage, 1 Corinthians 
9:19-22, Paul explains how 
he made himself a slave, put 
himself under the Jewish 
law, released himself from 
the Jewish law, and became 
weak—all to win certain 
people groups to Christ. One 
of the biggest challenges for 
missionaries to the unreached 
peoples of the world is how 
to understand the culture of 
those they want to win. Pray 
that God will grant wisdom to 
those who try to become all 
things to all men in order to 
save some. 

Pray that today’s frontier 

missionaries among Malay 

peoples like the Sarawais 

will have wisdom and cre-

ativity to draw them to the 

Savior for all peoples.

By the banks of a river in Sumatra, a Sarawai 

fi sherman cast his line into the swift fl owing 

water hoping for a fi sh to bite. In the distance stood 

a group of huts on stilts. Each one had a drawing of 

the sun on the roof. Th at picture was a plea for the 

light of God. Th e fi sherman waited for hours on that 

riverbank, but no fi sh were biting today. He has yet 

to hear that Jesus, the Son of God, is like a fi sher of 

men for the One True God.

Th ere are 300,000 Sarawai tribesmen living in the 

coastal jungles of southern Sumatra. Most of them 

are Muslims, but they are still searching for the light 

of God’s truth. Th e only religious book most Sarawai 

believe is the Qur’an. Th ey do not yet have a com-

plete Bible. Th ere were once 2000 believers among 

this people group, but many of them have reverted 

back to Islam after a mission agency suspended op-

erations in Sumatra. Now most Sarawai people have 

no contact with mature believers.

Ask God to draw back to Himself those who have re-

turned to Islam. Pray that God would lead more mission 

agencies to serve among the Sarawai people. Pray that the 

Sarawai New Testament and JESUS Film will be wide-

ly distributed among this people group. Pray for a com-

plete translation of the Bible into Sarawai. Pray that the 

Fisher of Men will have a good catch among the Sarawai 

people. Pray for open hearts among the Sarawais.—WK

Sarawai People
Day 13
1 Corinthians 9:22 
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To all perfection I see a 

limit; but your commands 

are boundless.

The Jambi Malay people have 
a high regard for justice. Their 
oral traditions have produced 
a set of laws that has guided 
them for centuries. By the 
Holy Spirit, the Psalmist tells 
us of the boundless perfection 
of God’s commands. What 
a joy it would be for these 
people if they would put their 
trust in the Word of God!

Pray that God’s Word will 

soon become available to 

the Jambi Malay people. 

Pray that their hunger for 

justice will lead them to the 

principles set out in His Word. 

Pray that they would come to 

Christ as Lord and Savior.

The Jambi elders met to 

discuss a case brought 

before them. A farmer’s 

crops were eaten by a neigh-

bor’s water buff alos. Was 

the neighbor at fault for not 

watching his livestock, or 

was the farmer at fault for 

not building a strong fence? 

Th e elders had no written 

law code to guide them. 

Th ey would use centuries of 

oral tradition to guide them 

to a fair decision. Th is is the 

way of the Jambi people.

Th e Jambi people are a 

Malay ethnic group that lives in the jungles of south-

ern Sumatra. Islam was introduced to them over a 

thousand years ago. Th ere once was a powerful Jambi 

kingdom on Sumatra that sent ambassadors to plac-

es as far away as China. Th is was around the time 

Muslim traders brought Islam to this people group. 

Today almost all Jambi Malays are Muslims. Th ey live 

in a region that is being fl ooded by settlers from other 

parts of Indonesia. Th ey have become distrustful of 

outsiders, including missionaries. 

Pray that the Jambi people will soon understand the role 

of God’s law and the need for His forgiveness through the 

sacrifi ce of Christ. Pray for believers to win the trust and 

friendship of Jambi people, so they can earn a hearing 

about the truth of Christ. Ask God to break the hold that 

Islam has on the Jambis.—WK 

Jambi Malay People
Day 14

Psalm 119:96
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Impress them on your 

children. Talk about them 

when you sit at home and 

when you walk along the 

road, when you lie down 

and when you get up. Tie 

them as symbols on your 

hands and bind them on 

your foreheads.

In their own way, this is what 
the Riau Malay people are 
trying to do for their children. 
In Deuteronomy, God was 
emphasizing the importance 
of internalizing His Word. The 
Riau people have their chil-
dren write verses of the Qur’an 
and hide them in their clothes, 
as a symbolic way of internal-
izing what they believe is the 
fi nal word of the Almighty. 
Who will bring them the true 
Word of God?

Pray that the Riau Malays 

will soon put their faith in 

the true Word of God, the 

Bible. Pray that Riau Malay 

households across cen-

tral Sumatra will be open 

to Christ’s salvation and 

lordship.

The children sat at a table in the wooden school 

hut writing verses from the Qur’an on paper, 

which they would later hide in their clothes. Th at’s 

what the teacher had told them to do. Like many 

tribes living on the island of Sumatra, the Qur’an is 

their only religious book. Muslim missionaries had 

converted most Riau Malay people to Islam over a 

thousand years ago, and Islam had been taught in 

their schools for as long as anyone could remember. 

Th e Riaus are peaceful farmers living on the north-

ern coast of central Sumatra. Th ey are closely re-

lated to the Malays living across the sea from them 

in Malaysia. It would be safe to call them a Malay 

subgroup. Th ey keep to themselves and don’t mingle 

with outsiders. But they do cling tightly to Islam, the 

one outside idea this people group has embraced. Th e 

Riau tend to be distrustful of Christian missionaries, 

or anyone else bringing them strange religious ideas. 

Pray that God would open the hearts of the Riau Malay 

people to Christ and His message of salvation. May the 

Riau Malay people come to see Him as the Son of God 

and not just a prophet. Ask the Lord to break their fear of 

outside ideas. Pray for more workers to reach out to this 

people group in a culturally appropriate manner. May the 

JESUS Film and gospel radio broadcasts be made avail-

able to the Riau Malay people.—WK

Riau Malay People
Day 15
Deuteronomy 6:7
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The statutes You have laid 

down are righteous; they 

are fully trustworthy.

The Deli Malay people have 
put their faith in all kinds of 
beliefs. At one time, they 
were infl uenced by the two 
major Eastern religions, and 
now they follow Islam. All 
the while they also believe in 
appeasing nature spirits. None 
of these are fully trustworthy! 
What will it take for them to 
put their faith in the One who 
is trustworthy?

Pray for the Holy Spirit to 

move among the Deli Malay 

people so that they will rec-

ognize God’s truth, and fi nd 

it to be fully trustworthy.

Day 16
Psalm 119:138

The drizzle became 

a downpour, add-

ing to the drama of the 

puppet show. People 

sat in the village center 

under a tarp as a story-

teller used puppets 

to spin a tale about 

the distant past. Puppet plays are an important part 

of Deli Malay culture. Th is people group tells stories 

brought to them from far and wide. Th e Delis may be 

Muslim, but they have no qualms about telling stories 

about Rama, a Hindu god, or about Buddha. 

Th e Deli Malay people live on the north coast of cen-

tral Sumatra. Th is region was once along the trade 

route with India and China. Over many centuries this 

people group has been contacted by traders from India 

who brought them Hindu and Buddhist teachings. 

Later Muslim traders brought Islam to this people 

group. Today almost all Deli people are Muslims, but 

they also still believe in nature spirits. Shamans still 

cast spells to protect the Delis from evil spirits.

Pray that God will raise up “storytellers” to bring the gospel 

message to the Deli Malay people through puppet shows 

and other appropriate means. Ask God to provide this 

people group with adequate food. Th ere is an open door for 

community development workers to reach out with better 

farming methods and the message of salvation. Pray that 

a mission agency would be led to translate the entire Bible 

into Deli.—WK

Deli Malay People
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And pray for us, too, that 

God might open a door for 

our message. 

We are often tempted to be-
moan closed doors—areas 
where the clear proclamation 
of the gospel is prohibited or 
otherwise greatly hindered. In 
a certain sense, closed doors 
are God’s responsibility. We 
must remember that we face 
doors, not walls, and that they 
are only closed—not bolted, 
locked or jammed. Right now, 
the door for the Abung people 
is not wide enough. The few 
Christians they know of are 
from the dominant Javanese 
people, whom many Abungs 
consider enemies. But the 
door may be fl ung wide open 
by the faithful, believing 
prayer of God’s people.

Pray that the Lord will open 

doors for the clear proclama-

tion of His truth among the 

Abung people of Sumatra.

A ccording to the Joshua Project, the Lampung 

Abung are a coastal people in southern Sumatra 

on the Java Sea. Th ey used to live in the moun-

tains. Th en in the 15th century, they moved to the 

low lands where they now farm rice and pepper as 

cash crops, or fi sh for a living. Th ey need improved 

farm management, more export-quality peppers, and 

investors in industry for a balanced economy. Th eir 

society is clan-based, and clan leadership is passed 

down from father to son.

In the 1200s, Muslim settlers and merchants intro-

duced Islam. Th e result is that Abung religion is now 

a mixture of Sunni Islam and animism.

Out of some 71,000 Abungs, fewer than 100 are fol-

lowers of Christ. Most believers they meet are from 

the dominant Javanese people. Unfortunately, the 

Indonesian relocation of 3,000,000 Javanese into 

southern Sumatra has produced tensions and resent-

ment between the Abungs and the Javanese. Th ey 

would probably not accept the testimony of Javanese 

believers. Witness is further limited by a lack of any 

Christian radio or television in their language. Th ey 

only have portions of the Bible in their language.

Pray that soon these resources will be available to them. 

Pray that God will make the Abungs yearn for Him. 

Pray for clan leaders to become open to the gospel. Ask 

God to call loving Javanese believers to evangelize their 

Abung neighbors and encourage Abung believers. Pray 

that God will strengthen, encourage and protect the small 

Abung Church.—TP 

Abung People 
Day 17
Colossians 4:3 
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So you are no longer 

a slave, but a son…. 

Formerly, when you did not 

know God, you were slaves 

to those who by nature are 

not gods. 

Many argue against the mis-
sionary enterprise today by 
pointing out the disrup-
tion caused by changing the 
religion of other people. Paul 
rightly argued that bringing 
the good news of the gospel 
liberates men and women 
from cruel slavery to gods 
that are not gods. Western 
Christians often do not realize 
the torturing fear of spirits 
that many peoples like the 
Ranau people feel. Only Christ 
can deliver them from this 
fear and spiritual bondage! 
Only He can set them free to 
worship and serve the living 
and true God. 

Pray that the Lord will help 

us to see the people groups 

of Sumatra with His eyes.

The Ranau people are named for Lake Ranau, 

situated in a large volcanic caldera on the Indian 

Ocean side of Sumatra. Th e area is known for its hot 

springs and fi shing.

Like the Abung people we prayed for yesterday, the 

Ranau people grow rice, but they have a broader eco-

nomic base. In addition, they produce rubber, coff ee 

and vegetables. Some work in oil, tin or coal mining. 

Yet despite a varied economy, they continue to need 

government subsidies to develop industry. Th ey also 

need more doctors.

Th eir architecture is as varied as their economy. 

Buildings may be shaped like pyramids or like a head 

built on stilts. Nobles live in pyramids, common peo-

ple have their homes built on stilts, and raft houses are 

used for commerce. Plants (their symbol of life) and 

odd-numbered steps (for good luck) are features of all 

Ranau houses, regardless of social or economic rank.

Like most peoples of Indonesia, the Ranaus are 

Muslim by culture, but on a daily basis, they practice 

animism. Shamanism, magic, the occult, and spirits 

are important to their belief system. We do not know 

how many of them are followers of Christ.

Pray for more medical workers and industrialists, especial-

ly ones who love and follow Jesus. Pray for Christian radio 

and television, and that the Old Testament will be trans-

lated into their language. Pray for encounters with the oc-

cult that will demonstrate the Lord’s limitless goodness and 

power. Pray for a people movement to Christ to soon begin 

in Ranau communities.—TP

Ranau People of Sumatra
Day 18

Galatians 4:7,8 
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“S uku! Run! Tell the family leader that Kalia has 

died in childbirth.” Suku jumped from his mat 

and fl ed. He certainly didn’t want to be close to the 

house; he was afraid that Kalia’s spirit might get 

him. Suku ran to the village chief fi rst. When Suku 

told him what happened, the chief yelled, “Leave 

at once! Kalia’s spirit might have followed you!” It 

is his responsibility to keep harmony and safety in 

the village, and now this family has brought danger. 

Although most Muko-Muko, or as they are some-

times called, “Muke-Muke” are Islamic, animism 

remain a big part of their belief system. 

Suku spent the rest of the day praying to and ven-

erating the large trees and special stones in his area, 

hoping that their favor would protect his people from 

the terror of the spirit of the woman who died in 

childbirth. By the end of the day he was exhausted 

from his eff orts to dispel the terror.

Pray that the hearts of the Muko-Muko people would be 

softened to the gospel. Pray that as they hear of the kind-

ness of our Lord, they might be delivered from fear and 

realize the abundant life Jesus died to give to them. Pray 

for God’s workers in this part of His vineyard to be fi lled 

with the fruit of the Holy Spirit as they deliver the good 

news. Pray that villages chiefs might be saved so that they 

can lead their people to the ultimate eternal safety found 

only in Jesus Christ.—PE

Muko-Muko People
Day 19
Psalm 23:4

Even though I walk through 

the valley of the shadow of 

death, I will fear no evil, for 

you are with me….

Every day, the Muko-Muko 
people walk through the val-
ley of death, face evil, and they 
are rightfully afraid. Without 
the Lord as their vanguard 
and rear guard, they have no 
protection from destructive 
spirits. This is one more reason 
why we pray for such peoples. 
They need the Lord!

Pray that the Muko-Muko 

and other folk Islamic 

peoples in Sumatra will sur-

render to the One who can 

guide and protect them.
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But now in Christ Jesus you 

who once were far away 

have been brought near 

through the blood of Christ. 

In this chapter, the apostle 
Paul uses a number of terms 
to describe the conditions of 
those without Christ: dead, 
worldly, sons of disobedience, 
children of wrath, separated 
from Christ, excluded, strang-
ers, people without hope 
and without God. What a 
litany of pain and sorrow! We 
who experience so much of 
God’s goodness and grace 
must never forget that there 
are people groups like the 
Pasemahs for whom this de-
scription is absolutely accurate. 

Pray that the Pasemah peo-

ple will soon receive Christ, 

and turn their backs on the 

false religions that they have 

practiced through the centu-

ries. Pray that they will put 

their faith in Christ alone.

Tanda moved closer to the holy site, a carving of 

a soldier riding an elephant dating back to the 

days when Buddhism was popular in Sumatra. He 

called out to his ancestors for protection, and made a 

sacred pledge regarding his eff orts to be closer to god. 

Although Tanda is Sufi  Muslim, as are the majority 

of the 500,000 Pasemah people, tendrils of older re-

ligions are ingrained into their lives, especially in the 

rural areas. People from this group worship at 26 his-

torical sites that include rock carvings and cemeteries.

Tanda’s home is typical for the Pasemah people. It has 

a thatched roof, with tin to keep out the rain. Rooms 

are on eight-foot high platforms. He grows rice, rub-

ber and coff ee. His wife and children work by his side 

believing the local proverb, “Gather together, whether 

we eat or starve.” Many of Tanda’s relatives work in 

politics and are leaders in government posts in the cit-

ies of southern Sumatra.

Pray that the few Pasemah church members will display 

boldness and sensitivity when sharing their faith with 

families and friends in this folk Islamic setting. Pray for 

protection from persecution. Take authority over the spiri-

tual principalities and powers that rule southern Sumatra. 

Pray for a great harvest of souls for the Kingdom. Ask 

for God’s anointing upon the Christian radio broadcasts 

reaching this people group in their own language, and that 

the veil of unbelief will be removed as the gospel is present-

ed to the Pasemah people!—PE

Pasemah People 
Day 20 

Ephesians 2:13 
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God…through us spreads 

everywhere the fragrance 

of the knowledge of Him. 

For we are to God the 

aroma of Christ among 

those who are being saved 

and those who are perish-

ing. To the one…death; to 

the other… life. 

Note the two facts especially 
relevant to the frontier mis-
sion movement: missionaries 
bring the fragrant gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and that message 
brings both life…and death! 
As missionaries fan out across 
Sumatra into every unreached 
people group, a sweet spiritu-
al fragrance is released! Many 
people will be attracted to the 
marvelous, compelling gospel. 
Those who respond with faith 
and obedience will fi nd new 
life in Christ. But to those who 
reject the message, there will 
be spiritual death. 

Pray that His Word be quick-

ly understood and taken to 

heart among the Rejang 

people. May thousands of 

them fi nd the fragrance of 

the knowledge of Him.

Malou turned up her nose as she caught scent 

of a nearby raffl  esia fl ower in full bloom. It 

is the largest fl ower in the world and smells terrible! 

At around 20 lbs she wouldn’t be tempted to pick it 

anyway. She added a stalk of orchids to the bower of 

fl owers she picked from the rain forest. Th ey would 

grace the open porch of her traditional Rejang home 

to welcome guests. She quickly snapped off  more or-

chids and scurried home. 

As she went, Malou bowed her head to the eldest 

man in her village who holds the greatest respect and 

power, called the tua dusun, or tuai kutai. He is the 

spiritual mediator as well as the ceremonial leader. 

Each Rejang community has their own government 

and chief.

Th e Rejangs also have their own language. Th ey are 

isolated from other people groups because they live 

high up in the mountains. Th erefore, it is diffi  cult to 

number them, but some think that there are as many 

as one million people in the group. Eighty six percent 

are Muslim, with the rest adhering to animistic be-

liefs. In the early 1950s missionaries were allowed to 

work among them, and lately small groups of Rejang 

believers have formed.

Pray for protection and encouragement for the tiny groups 

of believers and that they would be a bold, loving witness 

for Christ among their people. Ask God to break up the 

hard soil of the Rejang hearts. Pray for the salvation of 

multitudes of Rejang souls.—PE

Rejang People 
Day 21
2 Corinthians 2:14-16 
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For our struggle is not 

against fl esh and blood, 

but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, 

against the powers of this 

dark world and against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly realms. 

The Musi Banyuasin people 
have put their faith in gods 
that are in rebellion against 
the One True God, and His 
Son, Jesus Christ. Purporting 
to be the spirits of their an-
cestors, demons convince 
them to worship them and 
give them concessions. In 
the process of trying to gain 
blessings, the Musi Banyuasin 
people are losing the battle 
with the enemy of their souls. 

Pray that soon the peoples 

of Sumatra will turn their 

backs on deceptive spirits 

and embrace the One who is 

the Truth.

Malika knelt crying at 

the white headstone of 

her great grandfather. “Have 

mercy on us! Your only great-

great grandson is dying of 

measles. Please save him!” She 

looked up at the headstone 

with tears streaming down her 

cheeks, making sure her tears 

didn’t land on the lit candle. 

Her heart felt as cold as the 

granite that marked the grave. 

Finally she got up, went home, and found her son 

worse off  than before.

Malika is from the Musi Banyuasin people of south-

ern Sumatra. Th ey live in an inland area of stag-

nant rivers. Contagious diseases spread easily in their 

communities.

Th ough they face health problems, the Musis have a 

healthy diet made up mainly of rice and tropical fruits 

that they cultivate. It is often diffi  cult for them to get 

their goods to market because the river system in their 

part of Sumatra is sometimes diffi  cult to navigate. 

Some of them work on rubber plantations or for the 

petroleum industry.

Th ough they are technically Muslims, the Musi 

Banyuasin people typically contact the spirits of dead 

ancestors in hopes of being blessed. With a population 

of 162,000, there are few if any Musi people who fol-

low Christ.

Pray that God will reveal Himself to Musi elders through 

dreams, visions and through His Word. Pray that loving 

Indonesian believers will help them with their health and 

transportation needs. Pray that they will prosper physically 

and spiritually.—KC

Musi Banyuasin People
Day 22 

Ephesians 6:12 
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Praise be to… God, who 

has blessed us… with 

every spiritual blessing. 

How grateful we are for the 
blessings the apostle details 
in this passage! Have we 
ever considered why God has 
blessed us? He has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing 
we need in this life and in 
the life to come. But the un-
reached nations like the Ogan 
peoples either do not know 
this or they don’t believe it. 

Pray that the Ogan peoples 

will soon understand that 

they can appeal to Christ for 

every spiritual and physical 

blessing they need.

H ere is an easy long division problem. Th ere 

are 400 Ogan believers out of a population 

of 300,000. Even if you are doing this long division 

problem in your head, you will know that about one in 

1,000 Ogan people identify themselves as Christians. 

Th ey are probably more orthodox in their Islamic 

beliefs than most other Muslim groups in southern 

Sumatra. Th e Ogan peoples tend to scorn animistic 

practices. Offi  cially they are Sunni Muslims, but the 

more emotional Sufi  mystics have aff ected their spiri-

tual beliefs for the past 200 years.

Th e Ogans are actually a people group cluster. Th eir 

language has at least four diff erent dialects, though 

they can all understand one another. Almost all of 

them speak the national language as well.

Th e Ogan peoples share a complicated family situ-

ation where children can become part of either the 

husband or the wife’s family line depending on 

whether or not his family paid a bride price. If his 

family didn’t pay the bride-price, the children’s lin-

eage will be traced through the wife’s family line.

Pray for entire Ogan households and clans to embrace the 

Savior. Pray that the few Ogan believers will be salt and 

light among their Muslim neighbors and family members. 

Pray that many of the Ogan people will open their hearts 

to the King of Kings.—KC

Ogan Peoples 
Day 23
Ephesians 1:3 
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Let us not become weary in 

doing good, for at the proper 

time we will reap a harvest if 

we do not give up. 

Taking the gospel to a people 
who have never heard it is 
demanding—physically, 
mentally, emotionally, and 
most of all spiritually. And 
the harvest may only come 
after months and years of 
sowing seed. Satan’s major 
weapons—discouragement, 
division, disease, and delay—
are often aimed at those who 
labor on the front lines to ad-
vance the gospel. The apostle 
Paul needed the prayers of the 
saints, just like frontier mis-
sionaries today.

Pray for the Holy Spirit to 

refresh workers among the 

Lematang people. Pray that 

the Lord will raise up faith-

ful believers to help produce 

jobs that will bless the 

Lematangs.

“Aanjay, there are jobs in the city!” Matius an-

nounced. “Th is could be a chance to build our 

own future.” When they married, the Lematang 

custom required Matius (his name meaning “gift of 

God”) to move into his wife’s home. Th at would have 

been okay except that Aanjay’s older sister already had 

precedence. So Matius and Aanjay discussed how they 

could build their own future together. Matius had 

learned of a company exploring for oil and natural gas 

in an area within the traditional Lematang lands of 

southern Sumatra. “Th is could be our chance,” Aanjay 

agreed. Th e young couple began to make plans to get 

jobs with the company.

Generally, the Lematangs live as a community. Th eir 

houses face the roadway, which encourages people 

to visit with each other. Agriculture serves as their 

primary income and employment. Leaving the home 

village is rare, but acceptable. Even in another loca-

tion they remain part of the group. When Matius and 

Aanjay move to the city, the people of their village 

will expect them to return for community activities 

and group decisions. Even if they leave Sunni Islam 

to follow Christ, they could still visit their home, but 

they would no longer be members of the community.

Pray that Christ-followers would heed God’s call to give 

out His Word to people working in the new industries com-

ing to Sumatra. Pray that God would reveal His ultimate 

gift to the Lematang people.—GC

Lematang People 
Day 24

Galatians 6:9 
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Hope deferred makes the 

heart sick, but a longing 

fulfi lled is a tree of life.

The Enim people are putting 
their hope in new job pos-
sibilities. They have hope for 
their economic future. Some 
will fi nd work, while others 
will return to their villages 
disappointed. But there is a far 
greater longing that everyone 
has that will not be fulfi lled 
by religion or by wealth. Who 
will help the Enim people fi nd 
the relationship with their 
Creator that everyone needs?

Pray that as the Enim people 

seek new opportunities, 

many will fi nd their need to 

fi ll the spiritual vacuum that 

everyone has.

Enim People
Day 25
Proverbs 13:12

J aya and Yakub feel tempted. Th e Bukit Asam 

Company is off ering jobs at their coalmines in 

southern Sumatra. Now the company will build a 

railroad to transport the coal. Th is opens many op-

portunities for young men from the Enim people 

group. Th ey have always been tied to agriculture. 

As with the Lematang people of yesterday’s reading, 

they value openness to newcomers, regardless of the 

other person’s background or beliefs. So when com-

pany representatives arrived at the village, they were 

greeted warmly. 

Now Jaya (his name means “victorious”) and Yakub 

(means “replacer”) debate the company’s off er. Jaya 

decides to stay. “I am the eldest,” he says. “My future 

is secure here. I will become a leader in the mosque 

and an important man in our village.” But Yakub 

believes his future will be developed elsewhere. “I 

have few prospects here,” he concludes. “But if I go 

away for a while, I can earn a fortune. Th en I can 

return as an important man in my own right.” Like 

the Lematang people, if Yakub committed to follow 

Christ while away from home, he still would be wel-

come to return, but he would lose his membership in 

the Sunni community.

Pray for new believers to communicate that their trust 

in Jesus is possible while being culturally Enim. Ask the 

Holy Spirit to open the hearts of community leaders. Pray 

for the imams of the mosques to respond to the light of 

Jesus.—GC
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So if the Son sets you free, 

you will be free indeed.

Animistic beliefs like the ones 
held by the Kerinci people 
are a hard taskmaster. Daily 
life is curtailed by the need 
to appease the spirit world. 
Such people are in a desperate 
state; they need the Son to set 
them free!

Pray that the Son will set the 

Kerinci people free from the 

bondage of the spirit world. 

Pray for the Kerinci people to 

embrace the Son, and accept 

His freedom.

“  The god of Mount Kerinci is spitting fi re again! 

Look! All the vegetables, fruits and plants are 

covered with ash. Th e air smells like poison. I’m going 

to the plantation, but I’ll have to wear a mask so I can 

breathe.” With that, Ahmad, a Kerinci youth, took off  

running. He was concerned because the volcano had 

been active for several days spewing smoke and ash 

into the air, endangering his vital crops.

Desiring to be independent, most of the 300,000 

Kerinci people live in the highlands of western 

Sumatra and Lake Kerinci in Jambi. Until recently, 

they have maintained this isolation, living primarily 

by farming and fi shing. Th e expansive beauty of their 

rain forest homeland is being transformed into a na-

tional wildlife park. Th e Indonesian government has 

relocated people from other islands to work on planta-

tions located in Kerinci territory. 

Th e Kerinci people follow the traditions of Islam, and 

every village has a mosque. Th ey use large drums to 

call people to prayer fi ve times a day. Th ey also use 

magic rituals and seek help from traditional healers. 

Th eir daily lives are aff ected by the belief in malevo-

lent ghosts.

Pray that God will work out His plan for the Kerinci 

people. Pray for Him to send the right workers to teach 

them to obey the Word, and to help free them from their 

spiritual bondage. Pray for Kerinci elders to have dreams 

and visions that will lead them to Christ for spiritual 

answers.—PD

Kerinci People 
Day 26
John 8:36
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Just then His disciples re-

turned and were surprised 

to fi nd Him talking with a 

woman.”

Jesus had a way of blow-
ing His followers out of their 
backward way of thinking. In 
the minds of most Jewish men 
of that time, the woman at the 
well was not from the right 
ethnic group or gender. Why 
waste your time talking with a 
woman? But Jesus, the Son of 
God, understood that women 
are just as important as men. 
Could this be an important 
message that people need to 
internalize in today’s world?

Pray that Rawas leaders 

will soon follow Jesus so 

closely that they will realize 

the need to change the way 

women are treated.

“M ost of the Rawas women do not have the op-

portunity to receive education. Th ey are ex-

pected to maintain the domestic duties of the home 

and raise children. Even the basics of reading and 

writing are not an option for them. However, the 

men and boys are given the opportunity to learn, as 

they are expected to be leaders and occupy the higher 

positions in families, the work force, community, 

and the mosque. Th at is why 70 percent of southern 

Sumatra’s illiterate population are women.” 

Ismail, an offi  cial in the social education and equality 

division of a local government in southern Sumatra 

was talking to a group of colleagues in southern 

Sumatra. “I know we have seen some changes. A few 

Rawas men are open to allowing their women to be 

educated, but most of them maintain a fi rm control 

over them.”

Scattered in the small cities and towns south of the 

city of Jambi, the 191,000 Rawas people are pro-

ductive in maintaining a self-suffi  cient life based on 

traditional and Islamic customs. Jobs for men are 

in agriculture, fi shing and the growing rubber tree 

industry. Th eir predominant religion is Sunni Islam 

combined with animistic traditions. 

Pray that God will send prepared Christian men and 

women to live among the Rawas as witnesses of His 

grace and love for all people. May there be opportunities 

for the Rawas to learn the spiritual wisdom that Jesus 

spoke in regards to men, women and children.—PD

Rawas of Sumatra
Day 27
John 4:27



37

Asahan People
“Pak Sulaiman, this is the most beautiful river I 

have ever rafted on! What will happen to your 

village if the new dam is built?” the tourist asked. 

Sulaiman, a native of Asahan replied, “A hydro-power 

plant would destroy most of the whitewater for raft-

ing. But to have new rubber tree plantations and jobs 

we need the dam. I’ve heard things are not going well. 

Th e foreign investors came with their plans, but they 

left before they started to build. I don’t think the in-

vestors trusted people in the government. Th ere is so 

much beauty around our villages and yet we have little 

peace in this land. Only Allah can bring peace.” 

Th ere are about 523,000 Asahan people living on 

the beautiful eastern coast of northern Sumatra. 

Agriculture and fi shing, especially of oysters, allow an 

adequate livelihood. Th e cultivation of the natural rub-

ber has the potential of providing them with a better 

economy that will be possible if the new dam is built.

Asahan people combine their animistic beliefs with 

Islam. Th ey do not have any part of the Bible in their 

Asahan language, which is part of the Malay language 

cluster. Increased violence against believers in north-

ern Sumatra has caused fear and has repressed the 

Christian outreach and dialog with Muslims about the 

Living God and His Word. 

Pray that God will provide a way for the Asahans to know 

and accept the Prince of Peace as their Savior so they will 

have true peace.—PD

Day 28 
John 14:27

Peace I leave with you; my 

peace I give you. I do not 

give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your 

hearts be troubled and do 

not be afraid.

Jesus said that He is the peace 
giver. This is not a peace that 
the world gives. It is not the 
kind of peace that people get 
by viewing a beautiful river. It 
is internal, not external. Thus 
we can take it with us into 
the worst circumstances. Isn’t 
that the best kind of peace?

Pray that the Asahan people 

will seek and fi nd the inter-

nal peace that only Jesus can 

provide.
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The one who sowed the 

good seed is the Son 

of Man. The fi eld is the 

world, and the good seed 

stands for the sons of the 

Kingdom....

The people of Belitung Island 
live in harmony, which is a 
good thing. Confl ict between 
religious and ethnic groups is 
always bad news. As Christ’s 
ambassadors, we need to 
respect other people’s spiritual 
beliefs, but we don’t need to 
agree with them. The “sons of 
the Kingdom” refers exclusively 
to those who follow Christ. In 
the spiritually confused envi-
ronment of Belitung Island, it 
will be hard for people to ac-
cept that Jesus is the only way. 

Pray for the Lord to make 

inroads into Buddhist and 

Muslim communities on 

Belitung Island through His 

Word, and through dreams 

and visions.

“When you visit Belitung Island you will see 

people of diff erent ethnic groups, includ-

ing many Chinese, happily sitting in the coff ee shops 

together.” Mas Heru was telling Chinese visitors 

about life on this small island off  the southern coast of 

Sumatra. “Th e people respect each other and everyone 

feels equal. Th ere are Chinese Buddhists and some 

Christians. I’m Muslim; this is the primary religion 

of most people on the island. We believe special ritu-

als and magic spells help appease and control both 

the good and bad spirits. You must visit the Buddhist 

Temple of Kwan Im. She is the Bodhisattva of our 

island. At her temple we all pray for good fortune so 

we can make a lot of money. She said, ‘Sow the seeds 

of goodness and you will reap happiness in your life.’ I 

always go to their temple with my worship chopsticks 

and pray for her blessing on me.”

Th e 164,000 Malay speaking people of Belitung 

Island are described as “unspoiled” and welcoming. 

Th eir livelihood is primarily from fi shing, agricul-

ture, small businesses, and the tin industry. 

Pray that committed believers will live on Belitung and 

lead the people to understanding God through the teach-

ings of Jesus. Pray that their hearts will open to under-

standing Matthew 13:37-38 ...“Th e one who sowed the 

good seed is the Son of Man. Th e fi eld is the world, and 

the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom....” Pray 

that the people of Belitung will become good seeds for the 

Kingdom of God in Indonesia.—PD

Belitung People
Day 29
Matthew 13:37-38
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Simeulue People

We’re at the end of June, and we’re now praying 

for the people of Simeulue Island, just off  the 

coast of northern Sumatra’s Aceh Province. Th is is a 

good news/bad news island. Th e good news is that it 

has abundant resources. Th e soil on Simeulue is so rich 

you can grow just about anything that would grow in 

a tropical climate. Th e bad news is that the people of 

Simeulue are poor.

How can this be? One reason is the work ethic. Many 

people will work, then stop until their money runs out. 

After the devastating tsunami that destroyed their is-

land along with Sumatra’s Aceh Province, the Simeulue 

people have become dependent on NGOs for their 

needs. Why work if you don’t have to? Th ere has been 

so much corruption and poor planning on the part 

of government leaders that the Simeulue people trust 

no one from the outside. Th ey do not trust those who 

could potentially show them how to use their resources 

for profi t, and thus improve their economy.

On a spiritual level, the Simeulue people are 100 

percent Muslim, though they mix in many animistic 

practices and superstitions. Th ey take pride in the fact 

that there are no churches on their island. 

Pray for believers to show the Simeulue people how to de-

velop a healthy, productive economy. Pray for the Holy 

Spirit to touch the Simeulue people in such a way that 

they will live their lives in a way that honors the Living 

God.—KC

Day 30
Philippians 2:10 

…that at the Name of Je-

sus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, and every 

tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father. 

One day all creatures will bow 
to acknowledge the univer-
sal lordship of Jesus Christ. 
Scripture teaches that there 
are two kinds of people who 
bow to acknowledge Him: 
those who do so now, in lov-
ing submission to His rule in 
their lives; and those who will 
do so at Christ’s coming, in 
fearful and obligatory submis-
sion. At this point in time, the 
Simeulue people are not will-
ing to acknowledge that Jesus 
is Lord. It is a source of pride 
to them that there are no fel-
lowships on their island. 

Pray that the Simeulue peo-

ple will bow their hearts to 

Him during this acceptable 

day of salvation. Pray that 

Christ will lead us to do our 

part in leading others to bow 

their knees to Him as well.
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continued from page 4

the Muslim infl uence spread to the port cities and into the 

interior regions. Th e peoples of Sumatra have played a signifi -

cant role in spreading Islam throughout the Southeast Asia, 

following the Islamic trading network built by Malay traders 

in the 15th century. 

Sumatra continues to be one of the biggest Islamic strong-

holds in the Indonesian archipelago. Indonesia is the most 

populous Muslim country in the world. When the people 

groups of Sumatra begin to turn to Christ, they could be in-

strumental in carrying Jesus throughout the rest of Indonesia 

and all of Southeast Asia. 

What Are Their Beliefs Today?
Th e dominant feature of most Sumatrans is their strong alle-

giance to the religion of Islam. Islam is very deeply intertwined 

in each people group’s cultural identity and religious practices. 

However, while they do seek to fulfi ll the fi ve pillars of Islam, 

animistic beliefs and practices are also still very much a part of 

their daily lives. Many of these local rituals have ancient roots, 

but contain Islamic elements. For example, a dukun (shaman/

healer/occultist) might write verses from the Qur’an on paper, 

pour water over the verse, and have a sick or possessed person 

drink the water. Th ey believe that this ritual will enable them to 

receive a special magical blessing from the powerful text. Th ese 

cultural animistic, religious practices are intimately woven into 

the local practice of Islam and are usually viewed as “our kind 

of Islam” or “normal Islam” by each people group. 

Sumatra is often called the most unreached island in the 

world. It is the home of 49 unreached people groups. Th ese 

49 groups include over 25 million people. It is estimated 

that there are only 5,000 followers of Christ! Th e unreached 

people groups of Sumatra stretch from the Acehnese people 

who live in the far north to the Lampungese people who live 

in the southern most part of the island. Th e most populous 

regions include most of northern Sumatra and the central 

highlands in west Sumatra. Th e major urban centers are Me-

dan and Palembang.

The dominant 
feature 
of most 
Sumatrans is 
their strong 
allegiance to 
the religion of 
Islam.

Sumatra: Spiritually Vulnerable On the Ring of Fire
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Increased literacy and the mass media are slowly adding “or-

thodox” (radical Islamic) thinking to many “syncretistic” Mus-

lim ways. At the same time, Christ’s followers are also using the 

global media, including the Internet, to spread the gospel.

What Are Their Needs?
Millions on Sumatra have not heard the good news of Christ 

due to the strong Muslim religious traditions and political, 

geographical and cultural barriers. And most of all, this vast 

multitude is lost because, almost without exception, they have 

never heard the gospel. Unless we act, they will never have 

even one chance to hear and respond to the good news of 

God’s love and Jesus’ sacrifi ce for them.

Our Vision:
• To see God glorifi ed through church planting move-

ments saturating each of the 49 unreached people groups 

of Sumatra. 

• To see that every household across Sumatra will be 

within walking distance of a reproducing fellowship of 

obedient Christ-followers, who are transforming their 

societies and beyond.

Our Goals for 2010-11:
• To mobilize and equip Indonesian believers, teaching 

them the full set of church planting movement principles.

• To send teams of intercessors and gospel-sharers to the 

island in order to inundate the people with unprecedent-

ed prayer and gospel-sharing. 

• To see churches, prayer groups and individuals from 

around the world participate in coordinating prayer ini-

tiatives, focused on the specifi c people groups of Suma-

tra. Th ey would follow a schedule that parallels on-site 

prayer-walking by local Indonesian prayer teams. By 

using the GPD this month, you are part of this initiative.

• Much prayer would be followed by local Indonesian 

church planters from other nearby ethnic groups going 

into the same areas. GPD

... the vast 
multitude is 
lost because, 
almost 
without 
exception, 
they have 
never heard 
the gospel.
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How Can I Pray?
• Pray that the Lord will prepare the hearts of the unreached 

Sumatran people groups to receive God’s Word. 

• Pray that more Indonesian believers and churches will catch a vi-

sion of sharing the gospel with the unreached peoples of Sumatra. 

• Pray that existing Christian workers will have wisdom, sensi-

tivity, and boldness as they seek to share the gospel in a cultur-

ally appropriate manner.

• Pray that the Lord will reveal Himself to the unreached peoples 

of Sumatra through dreams and visions so that those who are 

seeking after the truth will be ready to receive Jesus when gospel 

workers share with them.

• Pray that entire households will come to Christ, and that they will be 

guided by the Scriptures and by the Holy Spirit. 

• Pray that new Christians will be obedient to the Word of God, 

and persevere in the face of persecution. 

• Pray that they will be an example for us all as they share Jesus 

boldly and transform their communities.

• Pray that God will establish a Christ-centered movement 

among each of the unreached people groups of Sumatra. 

How Can I Continue to Help After This Month is Over?
• Pray regularly and faithfully for the unreached people groups of 

Sumatra. 

• Pray specifi cally for a particular unreached people group of 

Sumatra. 

• Become involved and support a prayer walk or long-term min-

istry among an unreached people group of Sumatra. 

• Sign up to receive regular prayer points and updates by email and 

commit to pray on a daily basis. Send your name and email address 

to sumatra@sr21.com to begin to receive short weekly updates. 

• Fast together with fi eld workers on behalf of the unreached 

people groups of Sumatra each Th ursday in 2010.

He longs to 
be reconciled 
with the 
peoples of 
Sumatra.




