























Day 14

Gujur Rajasthani of Afghanistan

Psalms 19:1

|_\ {I ahmoud
throws
back the flap-door

and barges into
his house. Itis a

The heavens declare the
glory of God; the skies
proclaim the work of His
hands.

E dark, windowless, Imagine a Gujur shepherd

3 - tent- o

E onerroom, et looking into the sky one clear

2 like structure used VT
Gujurs between growing nignt. He knows that there Is

seasons. Today he is angry and desperate. He strug-
gled through the Russian occupation of Afghanistan.
He barely tolerated the Taliban. Now he suffers under
the U.S.-Taliban conflict. From one day to the next,
he doubts he will have enough food for his family.

He struggles to earn an honest living as a sheepherder,
the traditional trade of his people. He moves with his
flock, according to the season. But war and drought
made this increasingly difficult. His brother travels as
a tinker with his family. He goes to homes and shops,
looking for anything that needs mending. Other
Gujur kinsmen are musicians, tradesmen or fortune-
tellers. But some have become so poor that they resort

to begging and stealing.

Mahmoud’s clan of Gujur Rajsthanis form part of a
larger network of Gujurs. Centuries past they were all
Hindus. But a Muslim invasion in the 11th century
forced many to convert to Islam. Since then they have
lived a life of poverty, illiteracy and social oppression.
In spite of their generous nature, they face widespread
discrimination.

Pray that the Light of the World will shine His light
into the dark world of the Gujur Rajsthanis. Pray
that Christian relief agencies can gain access fo forbid-
den regions in the wake of wars and disasters. Pray
that God will reveal Himself to Gujur Rajasthani clan
leaders—EF

a creator, but he doesn’t know
how to reach Him. Nor does
he know that the same One
that created those enormous
balls of hydrogen also cares
for him, and created each hu-
man in His own image.

Pray that shepherd peoples
like the Gujurs will see His
glory in nature all around
them, and respond by giving
Him praise and worship.
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Day 15

Psalms 62:5-6a

Find rest, 0 my soul, in God
alone; my hope comes from
Him. He alone is my rock
and my salvation. ..

Rest is a precious commod-
ity for those who live in dire
poverty lie the Aimag people
of Afghanistan. Water is scarce,
making it hard to find good
pasture for their livestock,

and markets for their rugs can

sometimes be even more scarce.

Many of them tum not to the
(reator, but to jins and other
malevolent spirits in hopes of
getting their needs met.

Pray that the Aimagq people
will come to the Father, and
experience peace in their
souls that only can come
from a relationship with
Christ.
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Char Aimaq of Afghanistan

atima and the other virgins spin their intricate

dance maneuvers. Her gown boasts bright col-
ors with sequins worn over colored pants. Her father
beams with pride, even as worry streaks his brow.
The other fathers show the same mixture of emo-
tions. Pride rises from the beauty of their daughters
and their skill in dancing. Worry haunts them be-
cause of the occasion: The dance of the virgin daugh-
ters only occurs when drought persists. Still, since
it was a social occasion, they shared food with their
guests: a thick, whole wheat bread baked in mud
ovens. This accompanied rice, chickpeas, garden veg-
etables, eggs and even lamb for the outsiders.

The scene comes from the Char Aimaq group of
Afghanistan. Char means “four” and the term is used
to refer to four major tribes. They are not one distinct
ethnicity, but they do share many customs with other
people groups. They follow a semi-nomadic pattern,
growing dry crops and feed for their animals. They
follow the majority of Afghans in Sunni Islam. Their
spoken dialects resemble a version of Farsi. So Bibles
and gospel materials would be available in similar
tongues, but not in their own dialects.

Pray that the Holy Spirit will rain His new life into
the four tribes of the Char Aimaq and that the spiritual
drought will end with God’s outpouring. Pray that ma-
terials will become available in their own dialects. Pray
that God will reveal Himself even in dreams to their
leaders.—EF
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bramov, an

Azerbaijani
parliamentary rep-
resentative and a
“Mountain Jew,”
stood proud as he
talked to an interna-
tional group of jour-
nalists visiting his
hometown of Quba.
“Quba is not unlike any other Jewish community. Qur
rabbi was educated in Israel where you can find anoth-
er 50,000 of us living. People look at us here with ad-
miration. They like our good cars, houses, education,
and businesses. As Jews, we have lived in this area for
almost 2,500 years.”

The written word is important
to Jewish people.

Azerbaijan’s population is about 8,000,000 of which
93 percent are Muslim. Jews only number about

12,000 and are divided mainly into three subgroups:
Mountain (largest group), Ashkenazi and Georgian.

In recent years, there has been little discrimination against
Jews in Azerbaijan and the government had a good rela-
tionship with Israel. However, this spring the government
passed a bill that religious bodies may not engage in “cre-
ating racial, national, religious, or social hostility and en-
mity.” Already, Jews, Christians and some Muslim groups
(those suspected of terrorism) have experienced restrictions
in areas of education, worship locations, obtaining and
selling literature (Bibles and Torahs). Established religious
centers are being required to re-register. Some are being
denied their legal right to exist.

Pray that the Azerbaijani government will not continue
implementing laws that will restrict religious freedom.

Pray that believers will be strong and be willing fo reach
out to Jews and Muslims for the Kingdom of God.—PD

(http://www.mnnonline.org/article/12687)

Day 16

Psalms 66:13

[ will come to Your temple
with burnt offerings, and
fulfill my vows to You. ..

Whom but the Almighty
(reator and Savior is worthy
of our sacrifices and vows?
None! Jewish peoples all over
the world know of the impor-
tance of staying focused on
Jehovah Jireh, their provider.
He provides them with every-
thing they need.

Pray that the Jewish com-
munities in Azerbaijan and
Uzbekistan will come face to
face with their Provider, and
fulfill the vows of their an-
cestors to bless the nations
for His glory.

25



Day I7

[nghiloi People of Azerbaijan

Psalms 67:4

May the nations be glad
and sing for joy, for You
rule the peoples justly and
guide the nations of the
earth.

As a follower of Christ, you
know that the nations urgent-
ly need to hear of His justice,
mercy and salvation. But as
the father of modern mis-
sions, William Carey, pointed
out over 200 years ago, most
people don't have a choice to
choose Christ. For centuries
their forefathers have offered
them something other than
God's perfect ways. Isn't it
only right that peoples like
the Inghilois have the chance
to be glad and sing for joy to
the One who rules justly and
quides the nations? Don't they
have the right to worship the
only One worthy of our praise?
Don't we owe them that
chance?

Pray that God's rule will soon
extend to the unreached
Inghiloi peaple.

26

eorgian-speaking

Azerbaijanis fall
into two groups: Yereti
Georgians who are
Orthodox Christians;
and the Inghiloi, who
are Shi’ite Muslims. Of
these, the Inghilois are
what the late Dr. Ralph
D. Winter once called
“hidden peoples,” that is,
peoples who are out of
sight of missiologists and
the Church at large. The
Inghilois are apparently
unknown even to students
of Islam because they are
not in Weekes’ global survey, Muslim Peoples. They
are truly a hidden people. We usually now use the
term “unreached” people groups, since some groups
lack a gospel witness whether or not they are on any

RUSSIA

GEORGIA Caspian

Caspian

missionary’s radar screen.

Education in Azerbaijan is provided in the national
language of Azerbaijani, but also in Georgian and
Russian. The Bible is available in all three languages.
Thanks to education and commerce, many Inghilois
are bi- or multilingual. However, Azerbaijani is in-
creasingly the preferred language among the Inghilois.

Pray that the Inghilois will no longer be hidden to the
Church; they are not hidden from God. Pray that the
Georgian Orthodox Church gets a vision for reaching
Muslim Inghilois with the gospel of Christ. Pray that
Muslim Inghilois will want to read the Bible and that
God’s Word will bear fruit to eternal life in them. Pray
for more Christian radio broadcasts in the Azerbaijani
language—TP



Day 18

Budug People of Azerbaijan

Psalms 71:15, NIV

ne profile on this obscure people states: “The

Budugs speaking in the Budug language live
in the village of Budug.” Although that isn’t terribly
helpful, it does remind us that there are groups we
have never heard of residing in regions of the world
that are unfamiliar to us. Despite their “unknown-
ness,” they are still loved by God, sought after by

Him, and are the focus of His Great Commission.

Part of the reason Budugs are a mystery to most of
the world has to do with their homeland. They live in
remote mountain settlements in the rocky, desert wil-
derness of Azerbaijan. Many of their villages can only
be reached during the summer.

'The name “Budug” comes from a Turkish word for
“angry” or “violent.” It was bestowed upon this people
group by their neighbors, who apparently considered
them less than friendly.

There are only about 5500 Budugs. According to
Joshua Project, they are 99.9 percent Muslim. If this
estimate is correct, that means that at most only five
Budugs are following Christ.

Pray for God to send workers to this distant, isolated, and
“volatile” people. Ask Him to empower His laborers to
share the truth that He sent His own Son to reach and res-
cue a faraway, hard-to-reach, angry people (all of man-
kind) from their sins. Pray for translators who will pro-
vide the Bible for the Budug people so they can know and
appreciate God’s indescribable gift.—CL

My mouth will tell of Your
righteousness, of Your sal-
vation all day long, though |
know not its measure.

(an any of us even fathom the
righteousness of the Lord? No,
not one of us! We can believe
in His righteousness only by
faith. Yet we can experience
His genius and goodness
through His creation. We can
allow His love and mercy to
penetrate our hearts when we
read His Word. And we can
thank Him for sending His Son
to redeem us from sin, and
call us to become part of His
kingdom.

Pray that soon the remote
Budig peaple will hear of
and respond to the righ-
teousness of the Creator.
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Day 19

Tsakkhur People of Azerbaijan

Psalms 71:19b

Who, 0 God, is like You?

(an anyone honestly say

that they created a galaxy?
Absolutely not! No one is

like the Lord! But mankind is
constantly trying to shrink the
Lord and put Him on the same
god shelf as all the others.
Members of Tsakhur people
have been deceived into
worshipping jinns and other
worthless spirits that cannot
help them. To not acknowl-
edge the superiority of our
Creator over all others s to lie.

Pray that the Tsakhur people
of Azerbaijan will forsake
false gods and truthfully
acknowledge that He alone
is worthy of worship and
devotion.

28

Ithough they call themselves the Yigby, every-

one else calls them the Tsakkhur, the name of
one of their villages. Perhaps that is because no one
except the members of this people group are able to
properly pronounce their name!

God knows them intimately as Yigby, Tsakkhur and
probably several other names as well. In fact, He
knows each of the 16,000 individuals in this group,
having created them and placed them in northern
Azerbaijan for a specific purpose: to worship and
serve Him.

The Tsakkhur are not, however, serving Christ. They
have been Muslim since the 11th century. In fact, the
city of Tsakkhur was once a headquarters for Islam
in Dagestan, a region in southern Russia.

Like many of the neighboring people groups of
Central Asia, the Tsakkhur people live in difficult
to reach rural regions. This has helped to keep them
hidden from the good news of Jesus Christ. As the
Joshua Project notes, “The Tsakkhur are in desperate
need of a viable Christian witness among them. The
overwhelming majority of them have never heard a
clear presentation of the gospel.”

Ask the Lord to reveal creative ways for laborers to take
the message of salvation to the Tsakkhur people. Pray for
radio and Internet ministries to target this seemingly for-
gotten group. Pray for the hearts of the Tsakkhur people
to be set free from the darkness of Islam and turned to-
ward the saving light of Jesus Christ.—CL



Astiani People of Iran

( : an you imagine liv-
ing in a prison cell your

entire life and not realizing

that you are living in a prison
cell? This is the spiritual life
of the Astiani people who

live in a region southwest of

Tehran. They not only live

in a country that is closed to
the gospel, but they also have
no Bible or other Christian
resources in their own
language.

Although the Astianis

are herdsmen, their lives

are tightly controlled by

the Shi’ite Muslim religious leaders in Tehran.
Evangelistic materials like gospel recordings are not
allowed in Iran. During an election last June, it be-
came clear that the Iranian government tries its best
to control what information comes in through the
Internet, though they don’t always succeed. Because of
their remote, rural location, the Astiani people prob-
ably don’t even have access to the Internet, so it will
take radio broadcasts and unstoppable people to get
the gospel to them.

Ask the Lord to open the ears for the Astiani people to hear
the gospel, whether through the spoken word or through

a Bible translated into their own tongue. Pray for radio
broadcasts, gospel recordings and other non-print materials
to get to their communities. Ask the Lord to give His chil-
dren in Iran a vision and a willingness to reach spiritually

imprisoned, remote peoples like the Astianis.—NW

Day 20

Psalms 87:4a

[ will record Rahab and
Babylon among those who
acknowledge Me. ..

There will come a day when
God will record every nation
as one that acknowledges
Him. But meanwhile, there
are about 10,000 that don't,
many of which live in remote
parts of Iran like the Astianis.
The small, the weak, the for-
saken by man—~God has not
forgotten them!

Pray that these peoples

will not forsake God. Pray
that soon the day will come
when He will record the
Aimags, the Bruhais, the
Grangalis, and the Astianis
as being among His children.
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Day 2l

Khunsari People of Iran

Psalms 73: 24-25b

You guide me with Your
counsel, and after word
you will take me into glory.
Whom have | in heaven
but you?

God is our guide, and He will
take us to heaven for our
eternal reward. But before we
have our eternal reward, He
has lots of work for us here on
earth. He has given us the task
of being salt and light to the
nations so that the peoples
will glorify His Name. Have you
ever thought that when we
heal the sick, give to the poor,
find cures for diseases, fight for
justice, you name it, we glorify
our Heavenly Father? What are
you doing right now to bring
glory to His Name?

Pray that the Lord will guide
someone to glorify Christ
among the Khunsari people
of Iran.

30

hat happens when a child is ill and there are

no doctors or hospitals nearby? What hap-
pens when they are inflicted with contagious dis-
eases such as scarlet fever, whooping cough, pulmo-
nary tuberculosis, or typhoid fever? Many times the
child may die. Due to the lack of available treatment
for these diseases the infant mortality rate where the
Khunsari people live is high even by Central Asian
standards. Not only does the lack of medical care
shorten the life of children, but it also shortens the
life expectancy for adults, which is a mere 65 years.

Such is the life of the Khunsari people of Iran.

'The Khunsaris also live in an area that is 100 percent
Muslim. Their area is closed to anyone who desires
to share the message of Christ. Since the message is
not allowed to be shared or Christian resources avail-
able, the Khunsaris continue to live with a cloak of
spiritual darkness surrounding them. They would not
understand the idea of freedom in Christ.

Ask God to remove the spiritual darkness from the hearts
and minds of the Khunsari people. Pray that believ-

ers with medical skills will soon be able to bring them
much needed services and introduce them to the Great
Physician. Pray that Christ will be glorified by those who
help the Khunsari people find their savior—NW



Afshari people of Iran and Azerbaijan

W ell-known as
skilled carpet
weavers, about 12,000
Afshari people live in
southeast Iran. The men
practice animal husband-
ry, while the women sell
their highly prized rugs,
runners and decorative
pieces. The weave is very
tight, creating durable
and beautiful carpets

in colors such as red,
ivory, khaki, burgundy
and navy blue. They don’t use knots in the process.
'The warp strands are used as foundation and the weft
strands are woven through and create the strong geo-
metric patterns.

Their large families live in tents hand-woven from black
goat hair. They are semi-nomadic, moving between
winter and summer pasture lands. In recent decades
trucks and motorcycles have replaced camels and hors-
es. Used batteries litter the ground because almost every
Afshari family owns a radio and a cassette recorder.
They are connected to the world by radio, and they

love to listen to music. According to the Joshua Project
(www.joshuaproject.org), they are 99.9 percent Muslim.

Pray for Christian radio programming in the Afshari dia-
lect of Azerbaijani. Pray that gospel recordings will soon

be distributed in their communities. Pray for God to reveal
Himself in visions and dreams to these least-reached, un-
engaged people. Pray that Afshari people who may have
studied abroad and become believers in Christ will return

to their people and spread the gospel.—JWS§

Day 22

Psalms 96:5

For all the gods of the
nations are idols—Dbut the
Lord made the heavens.

Look at the contrast here: the
gods are mere idols of wood,
stone and metal. But the Lord
is the Creator. That means He
created the wood, stone and
gold used to make the idols,
not to mention the galaxies!
As Muslims, the Afshari peo-
ple know that there is a God of
Creation, but they do not fully
know His character. To many
of them, Allah is too remote
to approach. Some resort to
animistic practices when they
face a problem.

Pray that the Afshari people
will know that the Lord

is near, and worship Him
alone. Pray that soon their
skillfully made rugs will
reflect the glory of the King
of Kings.
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Day 23

Eshtehardi Talysh people of Iran

Psalms 97:12

The Lord has made His salva-
tion known and revealed His

righteousness to the nations.

In one way, the Lord has
made His salvation known

to all the earth. According

to what we read in Romans
1, creation itself reveals

God’s glory to all the nations.
Everyone knows something of
God’s righteousness through
what they see around them.
All'they have to do is look to
His creation, and they will see
the genius of the Creator. It
would be very easy for Talysh
farmers, who see the flowers
and grass that grow every
spring and the sheep giving
birth to lambs, to understand
that an awesome, loving
Creator is behind it all.

Pray that as Talysh people 0b-
serve His creation, that they
will acknowledge the good-
ness of His work, and begin
their path to God the Father.

32

he tribal leaders have talked all day: “Shall we

cling to our ancestors’ traditional Islamic ways
and remain separate from modern culture? Or shall
we accept some of the Western ways and open the
door for evil to cause us to sin?” The discussion lasts
until dawn breaks, and still they have not reached a
decision. People groups like the Eshtehardi Talyshs in

Central Asia wrestle with such questions every day.

'The Eshtehardi Talysh people have lived in Iran for
thousands of years. Their lifestyle varies, depending

on whether they live in the low coastal regions or the
mountainous areas. Most are farmers. Those in the low-
lands grow vegetables, melons, grapes, and citrus fruits.
In some areas, they grow rice, corn and barley. In the
highlands, they live in flat-roofed homes built of uncut
stone. Houses in the lower areas are built of clay, roofed
with reeds or sedge. The doorways are high, since

there are no openings in the roof to expel smoke from
the cooking fires. Most Talysh homes have no furni-
ture. Boys usually marry between the ages of 15 and 20,
while girls marry between 12 and 16.

'They are virtually 100 percent Shi’ite Muslim. They
know of Jesus and consider him a good man, but not
God’s only way to salvation. No radio broadcasts,
Bibles nor other literature exist in their language.

Pray for skilled people to develop radio programs in
Talysh. Ask God to raise up prayer teams to regularly
stand in the gap for the Eshtehardi Talysh people.—JWS



Mandaeans in Iran

M andaean literally means “possessors of se-

cret spiritual knowledge (gnosis).” Many be-
lieve these Gnostics come from a remnant of Jews
who remained in Babylon after the others returned

to Jerusalem. They kept the monotheistic beliefs of
Judaism, but added the doctrine of Magism. All of
their priests are astrologers, and some practice sorcery
as well.

The Mandaean religion accepts historical accounts
from Adam to John the Baptist, but rejects Jesus.
Their holy book, Genza Rabba, portrays a rivalry be-
tween John and Jesus.

Their symbol of “The Great Life” is flowing or liv-

ing water. Thus, the Iranian Mandaeans live by the
Kuran River, Iran’s longest and largest river system.
They immerse themselves in this water daily in an act
of repeated baptism. Secondly, Mandaeans believe

the “King of Light” rules the planets and stars that
govern humans. They consider the celestial bodies as
living beings who supply health, strength and fertility.
Mandaeans believe the human soul is immortal. Thus,
they eat ritual meals to “strengthen” the dead, and
then they ask the departed souls for assistance.

Less than two percent of the 25,000 Mandaeans in
Iran have received Jesus. Our prayers can still reach
through the borders and strengthen these living souls.

Pray that the Holy Spirit will reveal Jesus, the true
Light and Sustainer of the Universe, to the Mandaeans
in Iran. May they receive the living water only He can
supply.—AK

Day 24

Psalms 106:2

Who can proclaim the
mighty acts of the Lord or
fully declare His praise?

None of us can fully fathom all
that the Lord has done. Let’s
face it, we can’t even fathom
one light year, let alone bil-
lions of them! Likewise,

John the Baptist, the hero of
Iran's Mandaean community,
could not entirely fathom
the greatness of the One he
proclaimed. He understood
in part, but did not know all
of what God intended to do
through Jesus Christ.

Pray for the Lord to direct the
Mandeans of Iran and Iraq
to declare His praise when-
ever they see evidence of His
glory. Pray that they won't
settle for less than the One
whom God sent John the
Baptist to proclaim.

33



Day 25

Psalms 119: 18 Hawarami Guarni People in Iran

s Stei climbs the rocky, rugged mountain, the

Open my eyes that | may farms and flat-roofed houses disappear from his

see wonderful things in

Your| view. Each summer, he leads his sheep and goats to
our law.

higher pastures in Kurdistan. He has assimilated into
Like Muslims everywhere, the the Kurdish culture, although he still speaks Gurani.
Kurdistan means “land of the Kurds.” It includes

Central Asians seek to obe
) parts of Turkey, Iraq, Iran, and other countries.

the law of Allah. Little do

Kurdistan is not a self-governing state, although
they know how much more

‘ many of the Kurds think of it as a nation. Stei lives in
their Creator has for them Iran, and he is a Guarni Hawarami, but he thinks of
than following a list of dos himself as an Islamic Kurd.

and don'ts!In Psalms 115, the Some of his extended family and friends are Shi’ite

Psalmist expresses his rever- and some are Sunni Muslims. Stei has never heard
ence and joy in knowing God's the gospel, he has never met a follower of Christ,
“law” which is far more than and there is no Bible translated into his language.
aMuslim can accept without 'The number of Christian adherents in this area is .01
the quidance of the Holy Spirit. percent.

There is joy and peace in inter- How can a believer reach into Iran to tell Stei and
nalizing the “law” or Word of his family the good news? What would Stei face if
the Lord. he decided to follow Christ? Anyone who questions

Islam in Iran faces severe persecution.
Pray that the Muslim
Hawarami Guarni people of
Iran will experience the joy
and peace of internalizing
God's Word.

Prayer is the key that can open long locked doors.
God alone can protect the few Hawarami people
who have embraced the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Ask God to strengthen, encourage and protect any
Hawarami believers. Implore the Lord to tear down
spiritual strongholds in Kurdish Iran. Pray for the glory
of God to shine throughout this dark region, so that Christ
will be exalted —AK
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Day 26

Shikaki Kurds Psalms 119: 162

hmed tended L .
) I rejoice in Your promise like
his flock of ,
. . one who finds great spoil.
bleating goats in
E a parched field in Through the centuries, Central
S northern Ira.n' The Asians have found “great
5 grass was thin and -
g . spoil” through conquest, and
s so were his goats. rouh trade durina h
S £ i If he couldn’t get througn trade during the
A Kurdish herdsman a good price for days of the Silk Road. Many
his goat meat, then he’d have to move to Tehran and found hidden treasures of
get a job at a time when jobs were few. Either that or silk, gold and other precious
he would have to cross the border into Turkey. Maybe commodities, and they grew
he would be able to get a job in Ankara, the capitol rich. Today these riches are no

of Turkey. But Ahmed knew that Shikaki Kurds like

longer available except for the
himself weren’t welcome in either Tehran or Ankara.

very few who control Central
'The Shikaki Kurds live in the tense border region be- Asian il deposits. But there
tween Iran and Turkey. A few also live in Iraq. They
are mostly herders, but a drop in the price of meat
animals has forced many to find jobs in major cities in

are greater riches available to
them: God's promises!

recent years. Unemployment runs rampant. Pray that the Kurdish
Shikaki Kurds are Sunni Muslims and there are no peaples will soon learn of,
known believers among them. The Bible has yet to be experience and rejoice in
translated into their language. There are also no gospel His promises. Pray that they
radio broadcasts in the Shikaki language. will seek out and embrace

the One who offers these
Pray that the Bible would be translated into the Shikaki promises.

language. Ask God for the start of gospel radio broadcasts
for this people group. Pray also for open doors. Iran is closed
to the gospel of Christ. Restrictive laws make it difficult for
workers to operate in both Iran and Turkey.—WK
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Day 2

Herki Kurds in Turkey

Psalms 119: 36-37

Turn my heart toward Your
statutes and not toward
selfish gain. Turn my eyes
away from worthless
things. ..

Selfish gain. Those two words
(an sum up the activities

of sinful mankind since the
beginning of sin! Perhaps the
Kurdish peoples have been
even more exposed to those
who seek selfish gain than
most of us. Their ancestors
endured the brutality of the
Ottomans, the Mongols and
many other empires. But here,
the Bible implies that selfish
qain is “worthless.”

Pray that the Herki Kurds
will gain God's wisdom to
seek His statutes rather than
selfish gain or anything else
that is worthless in the eyes
of God. Pray that many will
soon seek first His Kingdom
and righteousness.
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Kurdish
family heard
distant gun-
fire as they
watched
Turkish army
trucks roar
toward the
border with
Iraq. The father shook his head, realizing that fanat-
ics among his people had started trouble in the bor-
der region where several guerilla groups have their
headquarters. These groups were fighting to liberate
Kurdish lands from Iragi and Turkish rule. The fam-
ily went home and resumed sewing carpets on hand
looms, hoping that the Kurdish militants would stay
out of their neighborhood.

Create International

Kurdish girls

After being forced out of Iran during the 1980s, most
Herki Kurds now live in Turkey. In Turkey they have
become famous for the multi-colored carpets they
weave. High prices for these carpets allowed them

to make a smooth transition to life in a new country.
But those prices have dropped in recent years. Some
Herki Kurds have moved to various major cities in
search of jobs.

There is only a handful of believers among these Sunni
Muslims, and they don’t yet have their own Bible.

Ask God to lead an agency to start translation work

for the Herki Kurds. Pray that the few Herki believ-
ers will be empowered fo take the message of salvation
to their people. Ask God to open the door for Christian
community development workers to operate among the
Herki Kurds, and help them find new markets for their
carpets.—WK



Day 28

Meskhetian Turks Psalms 138:4

l_\ {I ass deportations .
carried out by the May all the kings of the

KAZAKHSTAN

Soviet Union during the ea;th Ptf]aISEhYou, g Lord:d
1940s forced thousands of when they hear the words
Meskhetian Turks out of of Your mouth.

reAUAN their homeland. They were

One of the things that opens
labeled as an “untrustworthy

the door to cross cultural mis-
sion is openness among lead-
ers. These “gate keepers” can

population” by Soviet dicta-
tor, Josef Stalin and carried in
cattle cars to regions such as

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and decide whether or not work-
Uzbekistan. Experts believe ers can enter the country, and
that as many as 20 percent of whether or not their message
the total Meskhetian popula- is acceptable. We know that

tion died within the first four
years after deportation due to
disease, cold and hunger.

God can get in through other
means, but we also need to

pray for gatekeepers.
Their original homeland is a region known as
Meskhetia in southern Georgia, on the northeast- Pray that God will raise up
ern border of Turkey. Their exact ethnicity is debated. Meskhtian Turkish leaders,
Some say they are ethnic Georgians who converted to who, unlike the evil “gate-
Islam during Ottoman rule, while others claim they keeper,” Josef Stalin, will
are truly Turkic and moved into southern Georgia point the way to Christ.

prior to the Ottoman Empire.

Today, there are approximately 350,000 Meskhetian
Turks living in nine different countries. According

to centralasia.imb.org, over the last eight years there
have been 10,000 Meskhetian Turks who have been
allowed to resettle in the United States. Through all
of the upheaval and unsettledness of their lives, most
Meskhetian Turks have held onto their Sunni Muslim
belief system, although they are not strictly observant.

Pray that God would give new spiritual awareness to the
Meskhetian Turks in all of the places they call home. Pray
that new relationships will begin between them and God'’s
Church. Pray that the Church will be intentional about
reaching Meskhetian Turks.—JR
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Day 29

Bosniaks in Turkey

Psalms 141: 2

Nay my praer be et | D Jonhiprie
1
before You like incense; may leansi h
el cleansing, there are now
three million Bosniaks
be like the evening sacrifice. 1 living in Turkey. Having
<« .
God hears the prayers of His been forced out of .thelr
children, and He regards homeland cil{Bosnla’ rhany
/ have made Turkey their
them as being like fragrant new home.
incense. The bowls are being Istanbul Yt sz EORGI Bosniak Slavic i .

. osniaks are dlavic 1n ori-
filled, but there are still some Ankara % T gin and Muslim by tradi-
who are not praying, because - tion. Their folklore dates
they don'tyet know their re- L 7 o [ swem back to the 15th century,
deemer. That includes many of Medierranean RAQ and contains a mix of ele-
Central Asia’s smaller people me_nts from Slavic and '
groups. Perhaps God is wait- EGYPT |\ Oriental sources. Two sig-

ing for their prayers before He
will pour out the incense onto
the nations.

Pray for these Central Asian
tribes to soon know Him,

50 they can do their part in
filling the bowls of fragrant
incense.
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nificant characters in their
stories are the trickster and the hero. There are stories
of fairies, as well as stories dealing with particular
bridges, fountains and natural sites in Bosnia.

In Turkey, most Bosniaks live in the Marmara
Region in northwestern Turkey. The largest concen-
tration is in Istanbul, with notable populations in
Izmir, Edime, and Bursa. Turkey boasts the larg-

est number of Bosniak immigrants and descendants
of Bosniaks. Historians believe that many aspects of
their Bosniak identity have been lost due to Turkish
assimilation laws during the 19th and 20th centuries.
Immigrants were required to change their names to
Turkish or Turkish sounding ones.

Most Bosniaks are Sunni Muslim, but there are some
who are atheists, agnostics, and deists. The years of
communism in Eastern Europe served to move many
of them away from any sort of religious belief.

Pray that God’s servants will connect relationally with
Bosniaks in Turkey. Pray for spiritual release for the
Bosniaks in Turkey.—JR



Day 30

Lak People in Azerbaijan

Psalms 150: 6

¢ ah” said the sheep and “nah” said the goat as the
Lak shepherd led his mixed flock through a field

in Azerbaijan. He laughed as he wondered if the sheep
and goats could understand each other’s “languages.”
'The Lak shepherd spoke several languages, like most
members of his people group. That is because the Laks
had been relocated several times from their home-
land in Azerbaijan back in the days when the Soviet
Union ruled that country. Most Laks were resettled
in Dagestan, just across the border from Azerbaijan.
About 1,300 of them live in Azerbaijan.

Today the Laks are almost totally Muslim. Many
centuries ago Christians from the nearby nation of
Georgia preached the gospel to them, but no one re-
sponded. Shortly after that the Laks became one of
the first people groups in the Caucasus Region to con-
vert to Islam. Today less than one percent of the Lak
people put their faith in Christ. This Muslim people
group has no Bible, radio broadcast or JESUS Film

available in their language.

Pray that God would send qualified linguists to translate
the Bible and gospel radio broadcasts for the Lak people.
Pray that the JESUS Film would be dubbed into the Lak
language. Ask God to break the hold that Islam has on this
people group, and draw them to Christ. Pray that the few
Lak believers will lovingly and boldly share Christ with
their Muslim neighbors—WK

Let everything that has
breath praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord.

Thus, concludes the Psalms,
the Bible's worship quide.
Notice how it ends, not with a
call for an individual to praise
Him. Nor does it end with the
call for a congregation to wor-
ship His mighty Name. No, it
ends with a call for everything
that has breath to praise Him.
In ending this powerful part
of the Bible, you are left with
the knowledge that we are
part of something far bigger
than we can possibly fathom:
a call for everyone, including
some from the Muslim na-
tions of Central Asia, to praise
the Lord.

Pray that the Lord will speed
the day when everyone who
has breath will indeed wor-

ship Him.
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The Silk Roads, the Turkic Peoples
continved fom page 4 AN the Spread of Sunni Islam

later began a new dynasty, the Ottoman Empire. The Turkish
Ottomans captured North Africa, much of the Middle East, the
Balkans, and even threatened Vienna. The Turks intermarried
with the peoples under their vast rule, including those in the ear-
lier raids along the Silk Roads. It is common to see blond-haired,
blue-eyed Turks. A contemporary Turk could travel overland
from Istanbul to Kashgar in northwestern China and be gener-
ally understood!

During the age of European colonialism, the Turkic-speaking world
was largely gobbled up by Russia. After Russia became the Union of Most of these
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), the following Turkic-speaking ~ Nd tions have
nations became Soviet republics: Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbeki- oil reserve s,

stan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Kazakhstan.

but poverty
The Turkic World Today _
After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, Turkey seemed eager and unem
to fill the political and economic void along a sizable portion of P/ oyment are
the Silk Road, from Azerbaijan to the Chinese border. Political ~ rgm pan t.
analysts speculated that Turkey had grand schemes with these
former Soviet republics. With the untimely 1993 death of the
visionary Turkish Prime Minister Ozal, speculation about “Pan-
Turkism” fizzled. Nevertheless, the 10,000 scholarships granted
to students from these nations to study in Turkey will influence
the region in Turkey’s favor.

Most of these nations have oil reserves, but poverty and unem-
ployment are rampant. Such economic problems leave the region
vulnerable to radical elements.

As communist ideology gives way, we are seeing a re-emergence
of Islamic fervor, especially in Uzbekistan. For many, this is a way
to express their ethnic identity. For others, Islam is a means to
gain political power.

'The Lord has promised in His Word that there will someday be some
from every tribe, worshiping before His throne (see Rev. 5:9/7:9).
Since the demise of the Soviet Union, we have already seen amazing
things happen in this region. Who would have dreamed 20 years ago
that there would be thousands of Uzbek and Kazakh believers? There
are still only a few hundred believers among the Tajiks, the Turkmen
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and the Azerbaijanis. But the first fruits are sometimes meager, as
they once were with the Uzbeks. We have prayed for these peoples

a number of times before, starting with our June 1989 issue, and we
will continue to do so this month. Will you pray this month for a
complete harvest so that there will be many from each Turkic people
bowing before the throne?

The Persian World: Bastion of Shi‘ite Islam
Iran, once known as Persia, is a land that rarely has known
peace. Sometimes Persia has been the conqueror, other times

e
the conquered.

The Persian

Empire 'The gradual union of two peoples, the Persians and the Medes,
p formed the Persian peoples that we know of today.

respected

From Greek accounts we know that Persia emerged as a world
cultural and power in 612 B.C. when King Cyaxares conquered the Kingdom
re/igiOUS of Assyria. In 550 B.C. one of his successors, Cyrus the Great,
conquered Babylon. By 521 B.C. the Persian Empire ruled lands

dl VerSIty . from the Indus River Valley to modern day Egypt and Turkey.

'The Persian Empire respected cultural and religious diversity.
As indicated in the Bible, it was Cyrus the Great who allowed
the Jewish captives in Babylon to return to the Promised Land.
In those early days there was a godly witness within Persia. The
prophet Daniel served in the bureaucracy of the Persian Em-
pire. Daniel and others like him won respect for the God of All
Peoples, but there were no self-reproducing groups of believers
among these Gentiles to show for it.

Persia Eclipsed by the Greeks and Romans

In a dramatic reversal, Persia went from being the conqueror to
being the conquered in 323 B.C. when Greeks, led by Alexander
the Great, conquered them. But when the Greek Empire began to
weaken, Persia was one of the first provinces to break free of their
control. What followed was a series of weak and not-so-weak king-
doms in Persia. In A.D.208 the Persian-based Sassanian Empire
emerged. During the Sassanian Empire, many Persians became Ne-
storian Christians. This lasted until the Roman government decided
to tolerate Christianity. When Roman Emperor, Constantine asked
his Sassanian counterpart to show “kindness” to their Christian
minority, the Persians responded by persecuting the believers.
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Sassania was Rome’s most dangerous enemy. The two nations
fought frequent border wars, even after the Roman Empire split
into eastern and western halves. The constant need to defend the
Sassanian frontier stopped Rome’s expansion further in Europe.
Frequent wars weakened Sassania and the Greek-based Eastern
Roman Empire, making them both vulnerable to conquerors.

The Emergence of Islam Among the Persians

In A.D.632 Mohammed began consolidating the various tribes of
nearby Arabia, forging them into a conquering empire that burst
out of the desert. By A.D. 651 the Arabs had conquered Persia, —
and Mohammed’s new religion, Islam, took root there. Perhaps Pr ay for

as a way to maintain their own separate identity, the Persians fol- thousands of
lowed Mohammed’s grandson as the true successor of the Islamic .

faith. Thus they became, and are still, the world’s guardians of the Iranlan.s to

Shi’ite sect of Islam. The Arab and Turkic peoples tend to be part pu t their full

of the majority Sunni sect. trustin the

European Colonialism Lord Jesus
Britain and Russia competed for control of Persia during the 1800s.  hrjst.

In 1906, the two great powers divided Persia into spheres of influ-

ence. Russia would control the north and Britain the south.

Western ideas such as democracy began taking root in Persia
during the period of European domination. In 1908, a revo-
lution turned Persia into a constitutional monarchy, with an
elected parliament. Shortly after that, the country was renamed
Iran. But democracy failed to take hold in Iran. In 1925, an
army officer named Reza Shah seized power and began west-
ernizing Iran at an even faster pace. His reforms would create
the tensions that would lead to a new revolution 50 years later.

'The pent-up anger exploded in 1979, and the monarchy gave
way to an Islamic government. The Ayatollah Khomeini, a Mus-
lim cleric exiled by Shah Mohammad, returned to become Iran’s
new ruler, and Islamic law became the new order. Ironically,

the children and grandchildren of these Islamic revolutionaries
are currently rebelling against the harsh autocratic ways of the
Iranian government. One of the ways they are rebelling is by

turning their backs on Shi’ite Islam and embracing Christ.GPD
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