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Day 16

Sgaw Karen People

[l Corinthians 1:1

A ccording to their traditions, crossing a river of
“running sand” was an important part of the
history of the Karen peoples. In Chinese sources, the
Gobi Desert is referred to as the “river of sand,” and it
was this area in China and Mongolia that the Karens
probably crossed in the process of migrating south-
ward. Today they live near the much wetter Mekong
River, in Thailand and Myanmar.

'The Sgaw Karen people live in the Chiang Mai
Province of Thailand. With a population of about
106,000, they form the largest subgroup of Karen
peoples in that country. The Sgaw have many of their
own myths, tales, and stories, as well as religious ritu-
als and food and dress preferences. Most Sgaw Karen
communities consist of between 10 and 100 houses,
each being the home for one extended family.

In more recent times, Karen family and social tradi-
tions have been assimilated into the greater Thai ones,
with the result that few Sgaw Karen children know
their own stories, poems and songs. The process of as-
similating with the Thai peoples has given the Karen
peoples some improvements in their daily lives such as
greater access to health care, education and energy for
their homes.

‘Though there have been some excellent efforts to reach
the Sgaw Karen people for Christ, most still adhere to
animism, Buddhism or a mixture of both.

Pray that the Lord would burden His Church to go to the
Sgaw Karen people. Pray that a hunger for Christ would
pervade the Sgaw Karen.—JR

Paul, an apostle of Christ
Jesus by the will of God,
and Timothy our brother ...

Along the Mekong River,
fathers teach their sons and
mothers teach their daughters
just as Paul taught Timothy.

It has been this way for hun-
dreds of years. But within the
last 100 years or so, industri-
alized nations have changed
in such a way that children
are being influenced mainly
by public schools and their
peers rather than by a parent
or a master (as an apprentice).
Could it be that cross-cultural
workers from industrialized
nations can leamn something
biblical from the Buddhists
they go to?

Pray that missionaries in
Southeast Asia will respect
and even emulate aspects
of Asians culture that reflect
the body of Christ better
than Western culture.
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Day I7

Tai Long Shan People in Thailand

[l Corinthians 1:10b

On Him we have set our
hope that He will continue
to deliver us, as you help us
by your prayers.

All of you are intercessors, or
you wouldn't be using this
GPD. Have you ever made the
mistake of thinking that it's
your prayers rather than God's
work that delivers those we
pray for? He is our hope, our
only hope. We pray to Him
for the nations and for those
reaching out to them, simply
because there is no other to
go to. And who better to turn
than the all-powerful, all
loving One?

Pray that we will delight in
praying for God’s deliverance
so much that we will pray
more and more.
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N ang Kham, a Tai Long teacher expressed her
painful situation to an international refugee
director in Thailand. “I cannot go back to my village
because landmines have been laid all around it by
Myanmar’s army, but the situation for Shan people
here in Thailand is also very difficult.”

Most Tai Long Shan people in Thailand live in

the northern districts. Persecution and civil war in
Myanmar have caused thousands of them to seek
asylum in Thailand. However there is little help
available there for refugees. They become illegal mi-
grants and will do any kind of work to survive. The
majority are agricultural workers, living in open or
temporary shelters. They often suffer ill health be-
cause of exposure to pesticides, contaminated water
and lack of essentials. Health care and schooling are
usually not available. Many are exploited by human
traffickers and drug dealers.

Fortunately, there are a growing number of Shan orga-
nizations in areas where local officials are sympathetic
to them. In such areas they are able to access humani-
tarian assistance, education and find better jobs.

'The Tai Long practice Theravada Buddhism mixed
with animism. There is a well established church in one
location, and other Shan churches are emerging as well.

Pray that there will soon be a people movement to Christ
among them. Pray that God will make Himself known fo
the Tai Long people in Thailand through Christian aid
workers, Shan believers and radio Bible programs. Pray
that these people will know the comfort of our Lord.—PD



Tai Mao Shan

“L ook! I have tiger tattoos on my leg. When I rub

them I feel the strength of a tiger. When the
Buddhist monk finished my tattoos he blew on them
and prayed. This gave me power.” The young Tai Mao
man was proudly sharing his body art with Chinese
visitors. “To keep the power, there are rules I must fol-
low,” he continued. “Do not kill, do not steal, do not
cheat on my wife. I must tell the truth and must not

drink alcohol.”

China’s Yunnan Province is home to over 320,000
Tai Mao Shan people. They have a rich cultural heri-
tage, especially in the areas of creative writing and
knowledge of astronomy. Their religion is Theravada
Buddhism mixed with animism. They think that the
use of charms and tattoos will bring them protection.
Many young Tai Maos are not religious, but they be-
lieve in the spirits.

There are only a few believers among the Tai Mao
Shan people. It is difficult for them because their own
people reject them and try to force them back to their
old religious practices. They have Bible portions and
FEBC radio programs in their dialect.

Pray that the Holy Spirit will open their hearts to God'’s
Word and to FEBC radio. Pray that Tai Mao believ-

ers will grow spiritually strong and lead their people to
Christ.—PD

Day 18

Il Corinthians 1:11

Then many will give thanks
on our behalf for the gracious
favor granted us in answer to
the prayers of many.

One of the key elements in
extending God's Kingdom is
turning people’s hearts from
praying to worthless idols to
praying to the One True God.
To do so takes faith that He will
answer out of His goodness
and power. This extends

God's Kingdom to nations

that formerly didn't recognize
Him as the King of Kings. But
(God's domain also extends
further when believers, like the
ones Paul is referring to, give
thanks when their prayers are
answered.

Pray that God will extend
His Kingdom in your heart
by giving you greater grati-
tude when He answers your
prayers.
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Day 19

[l Corinthians 1:21

Now it is God who makes
both us and you stand firm
in Christ.

One of the many things that
is endearing to unbelieving
Buddhists is knowing that
their believing friends will
stand firm no matter what
comes their way. One of the
key elements of love that has
been lost in our post-modern
world is commitment. Love
has been demoted to a gooey
feeling that comes and goes
rather than a commitment
that stays no matter what
the cost.

Pray that believers in the
Mekong River regions will
stand firm in Christ in such
away that unbelievers will
seek the One who provides
the strength to do so.
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Tai Nua Shan People of Laos and China

‘ N J ith bright, joyful eyes, the Asian mission-

ary was sharing an update in his church. “Ten
years ago the “Tai Nua Christian’ was thought to be
non-existent. Today there are a small number of faith-
tul Tai Nua people living in China and Laos. The
believers have met persecution. The authorities have
questioned those reaching out for Christ. The result
has been the beginning of a small growing church
with local lay leadership. The radio Bible broadcasts
and some Scriptures translated for them have resulted
in an encouraging direction for the Tai Nuas.”

Tai Nua means “northern Tai.” About 100,000 live
along the river valleys in China’s southwestern prov-
ince of Yunnan, and another 50,000 reside in Laos.
In both regions the Tai Nuas work as farmers and
raise domestic farm animals. They have limited re-
sources for education, although some young people
are seeking education and jobs in the cities. Animism
is underneath the surface of their Buddhist religion.
'Their villages contain spirit houses where they make
offerings and perform ceremonies to keep the evil
spirits away. Every important event in the lives of the
Tai Nuas from birth, marriage to death are connect-
ed to honoring or appeasing spirits.

Pray that believers will bring support to the new Tai
Nua followers of Christ. Pray that many Tai Nua people
will no longer live in fear but will put their faith in the
one and only Living God as a testimony fo their non-be-

lieving neighbors. Pray that the radio ministries will bear
lasting fruit.—PD



Day 20

Tai Khun Shan People of Myanmar

[l Corinthians 3:5

ith a loud, harsh voice, the Burmese Army of-

ficer said, “We know you have many in this
village fighting for the Shan State National Army
(SSNA)! From now on, no one leaves this village.
Anyone who does risks being killed. We put landmin-
es in your rice field.” A frightened Tai Khun woman
later told her son, “you must run or they will kill you.
You must fight for us and our Shan people.” The boy
quietly left knowing he might never see his fam-
ily again. He worried they would starve because they
could not get rice from their fields.

About 120,000 Tai Khun Shan people live in the re-
mote hilly areas of Myanmar along with other Shan
subgroups. Myanmar’s government and military has
dominated them for many years. Many Shan sub-
groups, including the Tai Khun, united to form their
own rebel group (SSNA) to fight against the Burmese
army. This has caused these people great hardships

and persecution.

Their primary source of spiritual teaching comes from
Buddhist monks. The Tai Khun Shan people find little
comfort in their Buddhist religion, so they seek help
trom witch doctors for their serious problems with
malaria, poor nutrition, and AIDS. Very few have ever
heard the gospel, so they cannot look to Jehovah Jireh
as their provider and shepherd.

Pray that God will open ways so that the Tuai Khun leaders
will know God’s Word and trust Him for answers to the
difficult challenges they face each day.—PD

Not that we are compe-
tent in ourselves to claim
anything for ourselves, but
our competence comes
from God.

The competence to stand firm,
the ability to love even the
most unlovable people, and
the commitment to endure

to the end:; all these come
from a work of the Holy Spirit.
Many from unreached people
groups through the ages have
been amazed when cross
cultural workers have stayed
on through wars, famines and
persecution. When that hap-
pens, unbelievers are left with
the question: Why?

Pray that unbelievers along
the Mekong River today will
ask why when they see be-
lievers enduring to the end
out of love for their Lord.
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Day 2l

[l Corinthians 3:16

But whenever anyone
turns to the Lord, the veil is
taken away.

This is what happens when
the lost finally understand
the glory of the Lord and are
drawn to Him. It's like a veil
is lifted from their eyes, and
they can finally see clearly
into the spirit realm!

Pray that the veil will be
taken from the eyes of the
Lao peaples as we pray for
them today.
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Lowland Lao

he pig roasting

on the rotating
spit gave off a delicious
aroma that assured the
Lowland Lao people
who were raising the
house that they would
have a hearty meal to
pay for their efforts. Each Lowland Lao family is fairly
self-sufficient, growing its own food and making its
own clothing and tools. However, there are occasions
that call for the cooperative efforts of several families.
Entire villages work together for big jobs like raising a
new house or during the intense period of transplant-
ing and harvesting rice.

Lao people

'The Lowland Lao village economy is centered on rice
cultivation. Glutinous, or sticky rice is their staple
tood, so virtually everyone is first and foremost a rice
farmer. Villagers may have other skills, but they are
supplementary to rice production.

Another cooperative effort for the village is build-
ing its wat, or Buddhist temple. The war often serves
as the venue for community gatherings. Although
the Lowland Laos are Buddhists, they also practice
forms of animism and ancestor worship. The village
chief leads in secular affairs, but the Buddhist monk
has authority in religious issues. Traditionally the
young men enter village monasteries for about three
months to study Buddhism.

Pray that the Lord will give mission agencies His strate-
gies for effectively evangelizing the Lao people. Pray that
God will open the hearts of Laotian governmental leaders
to the gospel. Pray that believers will take authority over
false spiritual principalities and powers that keep the Lao
people bound.—JS



Lao Phuan People in Laos and Thailand

he Lao Phuan people once had their own small

kingdom where they lived for centuries. During
the early 19th century the Phuan kingdom was deci-
mated and depopulated by order of the Siamese (Thai)
court in Bangkok where they were taken as slaves. Later
that century Haw bandits on horseback arrived from
China’s Yunnan Province, and plundered them. At this
point most Phuans packed their goods and abandoned
their traditional homeland on the plains and moved
to the lowlands near the banks of the Mekong River.
With their close proximity, the Siamese officials once
again took them as slaves. The Lao Phuan people man-
aged to re-group in the 20th Century, but one of their
towns was destroyed in the 1960s by American bomb-
ing during the Vietnam War.

Today about 115,000 Phuan people live in Laos and
about 200,000 live in Thailand. These hardy people
have managed to survive, and they, like most other
people groups along the Mekong River, are rice cul-
tivators and are fairly self-sufficient. The Phuans have
also developed a strong silk industry and raise silk
worms. They sell fine silk products to other groups.

Although Buddhists, their animistic view of the world
includes many spirits, both good and bad, that must be
placated in order to receive blessings and avoid curses.

Pray that God will send evangelistic teams that will be a
good fit for the Phuan villages. Pray that these team mem-
bers will be culturally sensitive to the Phuans as they share
the One who wants to bless them for eternity.—JS

Day 22

I Corinthians 4:4

The god of this age has
blinded the minds of unbe-
lievers so that they cannot
see the light of the gospel
of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God.

This is the reverse side of the
verse we read yesterday. Yes,
God takes away the veil that
blinds people to the truth,

but there is an evil god of this
world who will do all he can
to prevent this from happen-
ing. People in Southeast Asia
have been worshipping these
gods for millennium, and they
aren't going to give up easily.
We don't know when God
will take away the veil, but we
know that our job is to pray.

Pray that the god of this age
will be bound so that they
Lord can remove the veil
from the eyes of the lost.
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Day 23

Muong People of Laos and Vietnam

[l Corinthians 4:15

Al this is for your benefit, so
that the grace that is reach-
ing more and more people
may cause thanksgiving

to overflow to the glory

of God.

This is what we seek: More
thanksgiving to go to the
glory of God. People who
once gave thanks to idols are
now understanding that they
should give thanks to the God
who created them. They will
worship Him, and give Him
praise and thanks. Thus, His
Kingdom will be extended in
their hearts.

Pray for this to happen to
the hundreds of unreached
people groups who live near
the Mekong River.
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I n today’s world we are very conscious of borders
separating countries. Some borders are tightly se-
cured, while others have been relaxed as in Europe
where they allow people to freely cross borders.
Borders or lack of borders are largely man made po-
litical divisions, invisible to the human eye. People
have traditionally moved to where they can eke out a
living and best defend their families.

'The many people groups of Southeast Asia have for
centuries moved back and forth across these political
borders that countries have instituted. Such is the case
with the Mon Muongs of mainly Laos and Vietnam.

'The Muong constitute the third largest of Vietnam’s
53 minority groups, and their language, Muong, is
most closely related to Vietnamese. They inhabit the
mountainous region of northern Vietnam. Music
plays a large part in their lives with many instru-
ments made from bamboo. Smoking and drink-

ing banana wine are among Muong customs. The
Muongs are animists and Buddhists. Of the 1.2 mil-
lion Muong people living in Vietnam, only 221 of

them know Jesus.

Let us join in prayer and ask God to bring about a great
church planting movement among the Muong people.
We also ask that the 221 believers be especially anointed
by the Holy Spirit to be effective witnesses among their
neighbors as they live out their daily lives in the light of
Jesus’ teachings.—]JS



Akha Peoples

he woman with the elaborate headdress caused

quite a stir among the tourists who were visiting in
Southern China’s Yunnan Province. The headdress con-
sisted of beaten silver coins, fur, beads, and feathered
tassels. The tour guide explained that this woman was
an Akha woman and that these women only remove
their headdresses to clean them or to wash their hair.

'The Akhas of Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam, and
Cambodia have had more contact with Christianity
than their Chinese cousins, and many along the
Mekong River have taken advantage of tourists’ readi-
ness for “extreme adventure” and offer three-day trek-
king adventures visiting Akha villages and experienc-
ing their culture.

However, the Akhas of China are the least reached of
the Akha subgroups. The Chinese government consid-
ers them part of the Hani nationality, which is a col-
lection of more than a dozen distinct ethnic groups.
Most scholars agree that the Akhas were originally

of Tibetan origin. According to one of their legends,
there was a lost book written on buffalo skin by the
Creator. On a long journey the Akhas became hungry
and ate this book. Ever since that time they have been
without a written language. The Hanis, their close
neighbors in southern Yunnan Province, have experi-
enced a dynamic church planting movement in the last
few years.

Pray that the Hanis will reach out to their Akba neighbors
with the gospel and lead them to Christ. Pray for a strong

discipling ministry that will transform Akha communities
into His likeness.—JS

Day 24

[l Corinthians 5:7

We live by faith, not by sight.

This is one of the hardest
things for people to accept.
Communists in Southeast Asia
may think that Christians are
just turning off their brains
and accepting what the Bible
says. What people forget is
that everyone must take some
things by faith. In the same
way a scientist believes radio
waves exist though they can't
see them, we understand that
God exists. Why? Because

we have experienced Him!
Our experience is as real as
the radio waves that exist all
around us.

Pray that devout
Communists in Southeast
Asia will experience and em-
brace our Creator.
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Day 25

[l Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new
has come!

This is another verse that is
hard for peaple to accept,
butit's true. We are a new
creation after we embrace the
Lord! The atoning blood of
Christ has washed away our
sins, the old ways give way
to the new, and we are given
new life, life eternall This is
the message we bring to the
unreached nations. How can
they resist?

Pray that the Kham Tibetans
will embrace the chance to
become a new creation in
Christ when they hear this
exciting message.
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Kham Tibetans

hat do you get

when you cross a
forest monkey with a de-
moness? Some Tibetans
believe the answer is the
Kham people. Perhaps
mirroring this rather dis-
concerting origin myth,
the Kham (pronounced
L o “kum”) of the Tibetan
A Young Kham Tibetanwoman  Autonomous Regjon’ en-
gage in polyandry. It is not only acceptable but com-
mon for women to have multiple husbands who visit
at various times.

'The Khams are one of two main subgroups that
comprise what we refer to as Tibetans. Their home-
land is one of the most isolated corners in the world.
'The high-altitude Tibetan plateau rises from the
Mekong River, bordered on the south by the famous
Himalayan Mountains. This location, along with
oppressive political forces and centuries of Buddhist
practices, has allowed the enemy to keep the Kham
Tibetans sequestered, well out of range of the gospel.
It is no surprise that in Operation China, this tribe is
called, “the epitome of an unreached group.”

Pray for an opening of not only borders but hearts in this
mayestically beautiful but very difficult-to-reach territory
of Tibet. Ask God to reveal to the Kham their true origin:
a fearfully and wonderfully made people, hand-crafted
by the Creator of the universe for the express purpose of
worshipping and serving Him. Ask that the blinders will
be taken from their eyes so that they can receive the good
news of Jesus Christ and embrace His purposes.—CL



Day 26

Lhuang People of China

[l Corinthians 5:20a

H ow can you tell
the difference
between China’s ma-
jority Han Chinese,
and China’s largest

minority, the Zhuangs?

Create International

Your probably can’t!
This woman and child are Zhuang, 'Ibe?l are' v1rtua11y }n—
not Chinese distinguishable. Like

the Han Chinese, you

can find the 19 million Zhuangs farming wet-rice on
picturesque, terraced hillsides of rural mountain val-
leys, as well as in most of the major cities of southern
China’s Guangxi Province.

In actuality, the Zhuang are in a fierce competition
with other ethnic groups in China. Though they have
occupied parts of China for some 2000 years, they
have struggled to maintain their identity. As the Hans
migrated into southern China, the Zhuang people fled
to the mountains where they were forced to farm the
rocky soil. Though some have endured, many eventu-
ally migrated to the cities where they have largely been
assimilated into the Han culture.

'The Zhuang people have struggled to survive in a spir-
itual sense as well. As animists, they serve the spirits
of nature and dead ancestors, whom they believe hold
the power to bless and to curse. They often turn to
witchcraft and shamanism in their attempts to appease
these fickle, malevolent gods.

Pray for the Zhuang people to be set free from fear and
from the bondage of demons. Ask for the Lord of the
Harvest to reveal to His laborers effective and appropriate
ways to reach the Zhuangs.—CL

We are therefore Christ’s

ambassadors, as though

God were making His ap-
peal through us.

Once when | was in South
Africa, a young man was
blaming me for the oppres-
sion of black people because
I'm white. It was tempting to
blame him for the Watts Riots,
just to use the same logic.
But my sarcasm would have
put walls between him and
the Lord rather than building
bridges to the Lord. I had to
remember that | am Christ’s
ambassador. An ambassador
is not only a representative
of what a higher authority
wants, but he must be kind
and diplomatic, so as to build
bridges, and show the true
character of God.

Pray that missionaries in
Southeast Asia will show His
character by being loving
and diplomatic to the lost,
even when it s difficult.
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Day 2

Northern and Southern Dong Peoples of China

[l Corinthians 7:10

Godly sorrow bring repen-
tance that leads to salvation
and leave no regret, but
worldly sorrow brings death.

This is one of the main reasons
why the gospel is offensive.

|t means confronting people
with their sins against a holy
God. No one wants to be told
that they are a sinner in need of
forgiveness. But without repen-
tance there can be no forgive-
ness, and without forgiveness,
there can be no salvation.

Pray that God will give cross
cultural workers to right
words to convict Southeast
Asian Buddhists like the
Dong peoples so that they
can repent, be saved, and
become part of His Kingdom.
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A river running through
a region typically
unites peoples living along-
side it with jobs and plenty
of fresh water. An excep-
tion is the great Mekong
River, the 12th largest river
in the world, spanning over
2700 miles. The difficulty
in navigating this river has
actually divided peoples
living geographically close
to each other. While some
people groups in China’s
Guizhou Province are see-
ing and hearing the gospel
via house churches, the two
Dong peoples are being left out.

What makes this even more tragic is the lack of re-
ceptivity of the Dong peoples to the gospel. Prior to
Communism taking hold in 1949, there was mission-
ary activity from both Catholic and Protestants. The
church, though, has yet to take root, and ancestor
worship and animism still prevail, although a grow-
ing number of Dong youth are likely to be non-reli-
gious due to the influence of Marxist education. Both
Dong peoples of China have an unwritten language
and rely on Chinese to read and write. This is a peo-
ple in need of initial evangelization, and should have
the Word of God translated into their heart lan-
guage. In Isaiah 6:8, God asks “Whom shall I send,
and who will go for us?” Will it be you?

Pray for Holy Spirit-filled believers to go to the Dong
people—MB



Day 28

Bouyei People of China

Il Corinthians 8:12

espite the natural beauty surrounding them, the

Bouyei people are no strangers to the ugliness
of human cruelty. The blood of thousands of Bouyeis
was shed during the Nanlang Rebellion, and many
more fled to neighboring Vietnam. Scripture de-
clares that the power and nature of God are clearly
seen in the things that God has created (Rom.1:20).
One such monument to the majesty and greatness
of God is the famous Huangguoshu Falls that fall in
China’s Guizhou Province. There is such a tremendous
amount of water that the roar of it can be heard from
far away.

'The blood of martyred missionaries among the Bouyei
people has proven to be the seed of a very small
church. The majority are still polytheistic animists,
who practice ancestor worship. Yet these poor farm-
ers have a rich history of song, drama and storytelling.
Both men and women participate in these songs at
their festivals. A Chinese website that highlights eth-
nic minorities states that they can sing day and night
for up to a week without repeating the same words of
their song. With such a rich history of drama and nar-
rative, surely these are a people who would be appre-
ciative of the greatest story ever told!

Pray that new missionaries move to Guizhou Province

to continue what previous missionaries have sought to do:
establish a community of God honoring, Christ following
Bouyeis able to extend the gospel to their own people.—NB

For if the willingness is
there, the gift is acceptable
according to what one has,
not according to what he
does not have.

We know from other parts of
Scripture that God loves a joy-
ful giver. Giving to His work
should be a joy, be it for the
local church or for the peoples
beyond the reach of current
church activity. And we are to
give from what He has given
us, not from what He has not
given. We are to give freely,
joyfully and generously to ex-
tend the Kingdom of the One
who gave His life to us freely.

Pray that He will motivate
you to give generously to the
work of His Kingdom.
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Day 29

Chong People of Cambodia and Thailand

I Corinthians 8:14

At the present time your
plenty will supply what
they need, so that in turn
their plenty will supply
what you need. Then there
will be equality. ...

It's ironic that we are praying
for nations that have either
been Communist or are cur-
rently pretending to still be
Communist. This archaic eco-
nomic system was a twisted
attempt to do what Paul was
exhorting the Corinthian
church to do: give and take as
they have need. In the Church
it meant sharing out of a heart
of generosity, whereas in a
Communist government it
meant taking from those with
resources out of a heart of
covetousness.

Pray that those who live in
Communist countries in Asia
will see the stark difference
between Christian sharing
and Communist taking.
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he Chong couple had frozen smiles as they and

their guests ate the wedding dinner. From time
to time, people peered over at the cock and hen that
sat facing each other on a separate table. The meal
was uneventful until one of the guests knocked his
plate to the floor causing a loud crash. There was a
collective gasp, and the guests glanced at the two
chickens. Both birds squawked and ran for the door.
'The bride maintained her frozen smile as tears welled
up in her eyes.

A cock and a hen are always guests at Chong wed-
ding feasts. This people group sets the two birds fac-
ing one another with the belief that if they stop look-
ing at each other, it is a bad omen for the married
couple. It’s no wonder that many Chong couples now
use stuffed chickens!

'The Chong people are dedicated Buddhists who
gladly give of their resources to support the local
monasteries, both in money and by sending their
sons. Their homes include Buddhist altars, and many
also keep a shrine in their gardens.

About 10 years ago a small number of these
Buddhists put their faith in Christ. Today, a ministry

called Church Planting Movement (CPM) is prepar-
ing to take the gospel to them.

Pray that God will make a straight path for CPM fo take
Christ to these Buddpists. Pray that the Chong people
will tire of dealing with superstitions and put their trust
in the God who determines their eternity.—KC



Day 30

Kui People of Cambodia, Laos and Thailand

Il Corinthians 10:3

he Kui people are the greatest elephant handlers

in Laos, but in Thailand, the Kui people must do
other things since there have been no wild elephants
in that country since 1961. Thailand’s deforestation
has been a mixed blessing for the Kui people. On one
hand, it has kept them from the fame and excitement
that their cousins across the border enjoy. On the
other hand, there is an excitement that the Kui people
would prefer not to deal with the spirits of the forests.
Who wants to put themselves in danger of these an-
gry gods? The Kuis who find elephants in the forests
of Laos believe they must make offerings to the spirits
before they can safely enter a wooded area.

Between Cambodia, Laos and Thailand, there are
about 292,000 Kui people. The Kui people consid-

er themselves to be devout Buddhists, though they
practice traditional animism on a daily basis. The
Kuis have a couple of Catholic churches and a Bible
that was translated 31 years ago. They even have the
JESUS Film and radio broadcasts. Yet the vast major-

ity remain indifferent to Christ.

Pray that as the Church Planting Movement works in Kui

communities that God will use them to stimulate a deep
interest in following Christ. Pray that the JESUS Film
and Christian radio broadcasts will lead to the Kui people
writing and performing dramas about the life of Christ
and sharing it far and wide.—KC

For though we live in the
world, we do not wage war
as the world does.

Elsewhere in Scripture we
know that we are not fight-
ing aqainst flesh and blood,
but against malevolent spirit
beings. Paul knew this very
well, and it probably kept
him patient with the hostile
people he often encountered.
Could it be that cross cultural
workers today need this same
patience?

Pray that today’s workers in

Cambodia will have the pa-

tience that Paul had in light

of the fact that their battle is
spiritual, not carnal.
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continved frompage 4 History of Missions in the Mekong

From that time until the present, believers from many ethnic
backgrounds have been working together to spread the gospel
of Jesus Christ throughout the region to every people group

and every place so that the words of the Psalmist regarding the
Messiah might be fulfilled in the Mekong Region: “His Name
shall endure forever; His Name shall be continued as long as the
sun, and men shall be blessed in Him. All nations shall call Him

blessed.” Psalm 72:17, KJV.
I ——————

Mekong Ministries 100 percent

Mekong Ministries is focused on reaching unreached people groups depen dent
(UPGs) in the Mekong River Region. This area includes Burma on God
(Myanmar), China, Laos, Thailand, and Vietnam.

for people,

To see churches among every Mekong people group that are resources and
spiritually healthy and glorifying God, reaching beyond them- fruit.

selves and planting churches in nearby unreached villages and

unreached peoples. 7

Our Vision

Our Approach
(100 percent dependent on God for people, resources and fruit.)

At Mekong Ministries we value innovative strategies, and make
it a point to ruthlessly evaluate our projects and methods.

We aim to facilitate an indigenous and biblical church plant-
ing movement through evangelism using oral means, such as
chronological Bible storying, with emphasis on lay and local
leadership, non-dependency forming methods, and training of
those who are then able to train others (2 Timothy 2:2). We
make prayer a priority, integrating it with our church planting
ministry throughout every step. We have strategic prayer walk-
ing teams—focusing on unreached peoples in Laos, Myanmar,

China, and Thailand.

The Plan: Adopt a Village
We are looking for groups of believers to adopt a village and
be willing to commit to pray weekly for it. This Adopt a Vil-

lage project—along with our many prayer walking teams—are
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the primary means of preparing a once spiritually resistant area
for the gospel’s seeds which are planted by our church plant-
ing team. It is your prayers that change the hearts and lives of
the unreached, and have opened the door for the Holy Spirit to
move with freedom in the villages—seeing hundreds of people
coming to faith in Christ.

The Work

Through evangelism using the chronological storying method,
abundant gospel seed has been sown. Over 550 people in 24
villages have put their faith in Jesus and have been baptized. Ad-

Over 550 ditional leaders are being sent to new villages to evangelize the
peop/e in people and plant churches.
vililages ort-Term rayer leams
ilag Short-Term P T
at if when the good news is shared with an unreached people,
haveput What if when the good hared with hed peopl

their hearts have already been prepared to receive the truth?

th eir faith We need people with a heart to pray for the lost and turn the

in Jesus and soil so the seed of the gospel can take root. Join us on a prayer
have been journey where experienced staft will guide you and your team,
starting with pre-arrival orientation and concluding with post-

baptized. trip debriefing.

'The demand of reaching these remote areas requires physical mobil-
ity and an adventurous spirit. Your team will come alongside pio-
neering missionaries to help meet their needs as they target specific
unreached people groups in the Mekong region.

Our primary focus is prayer walking. However, we welcome
divine appointments for evangelism, tract/tape/material distribu-
tion and courier work at times. We are currently accepting prayer
teams to walk with us through parts of Laos, China, Myanmar,
and northern Thailand.

Long-Term Opportunities
* Short-Term Team Coordinator
* Short-Term Team Leaders
* Strategy Coordinators for UPGs in the Mekong Region— Akha,
Wa, Bulang, Tai Lue, Tai Yuan, Lao, Tai Dam, and many others.
* Team Leaders are needed for work in Myanmar and China

* Team Members for Unreached People Groups work in China
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* People with nursing/medical/HIV&AID:s treatment training
Agricultural workers

* Business minded people in northern Thailand and China

* IT, graphic arts, web design needed for northern Thailand

* Teachers for MKs and Thai children needed in northern Thailand

Some of Our Projects

Radio Fund

'This fund is used to support the daily radio programs we

produce and broadcast from the Philippines. We use it to pay

FEBC for airtime, for purchase of radios and for developing the  m———

listener base and for follow up training. These pre-

Production of Bible Teaching Media literate
I have become convinced of the importance, effectiveness and i .

urgency of using appropriate technology to advance the King- minori ty /
dom of God. In this case it has to do with the use of audio tribal people

materials and video for the spreading of the gospel of Christ. remem b er

stories

In China we worked with people who cannot read their own
script. Even if they had a Bible in their own language, they
could not read it. But these pre-literate societies have incred- that take
ible ability to remember stories, as all their communication is hours to tell
oral. I read a book and promptly forget the details, because I .
know I can go back and get the book off my shelf if I need the (Sometlmes
info, or just “google” it. These pre-literate minority/tribal people O Sing).
remember stories that take hours to tell (sometimes to sing). The

Hmong/Miao people tell their history all the way back to when

they lived where it snowed for six months of the year. We know

that the Hmong/Miao have lived in snow-less regions for over

1000 years. My daughter and I were in a mountain village with

a people who had received the gospel about 10 years before but

they could not read the Bible. Also they had no radios to listen

to gospel broadcasts, and they have no leaders who regularly

feed and disciple them. So in fact they have hardly grown in the

Lord at all. If we can provide a village with an appropriate audio

player, we can then put into their hands recordings of the Bible,

films or systematic teachings and preaching that have been

dubbed into their language. For more information please see
bttp.//mekongministries.com. D
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