














Day I7

Isaiah 9:6

“His Name will be called
Wonderful Counselor, the
Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.”

With just one week before
Christmas, we pause to reflect
upon the birth of our Savior.
How can a child bornin a
manger express the nature of
God's rule? In this baby we can
see the personal, reconciling
work of God the Father. That
which is “everlasting” has
stepped into time and history.
That which is beyond human-
ity has personally proclaimed
the love of the “Father” for
the whole world. The “peace”
which eludes the grasp of
warring empires can now be
established by the presence of
this “Prince.” This little baby
proclaims in His very person
the plan and purpose of a mis-
sionary God.

Thank the Father for bringing
peace to our own hearts and
relationships. Pray that He will
honor His Name as we in turn
serve as ministers of reconcilia-
tion among the nations.
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Persian Jews in Israel and Iran

riends and family in Israel gather to see their

loved ones arrive from Iran. Iranian Jews have
been emigrating out of Iran in droves since the revolu-
tion in 1979, but in 2007 alone 200 moved to Israel
according to CNN. CNN gathered as the International
Fellowship of Christians and Jews brought Iranian
Jews to Israel, who expressed their thankfulness and
joy to be exiting the Islamic republic. Jews are free to
practice their religion in Iran, but there is fear of in-
creasing anti-Semitism. Many Iranian Jews have taken
this opportunity to leave the country.

Jerusalem Newswire (JN) said Jewish leaders in Iran
were angry about the publicity of the emigrations be-
cause it reflected poorly on the remaining Jews in Iran.
However, /N analysts believe that reaction was fueled
more by fear of harm than by loyalty to Iran. Names
have not been released, nor pictures of the immigrants
to protect the Jewish population still in Iran. It is dif-
ficult to know exactly what is taking place because of
media limitations. But God is in control, and He is the
one we need to ask for the harvest.

According to CNN, there have been speculations
by some Jews that Evangelical Christians are bring-
ing Jews to Israel to convert them to Christianity.
Evangelical Christians have denied this claim.

Pray for the protection of the Jews still in Iran. Pray for
Jewish people in Iran and Israel to find peace in Christ.
Pray that Evangelicals will be good ambassadors for
Christ to the Persian Jews.—KW



Turkish Jews in Israel

S urprising as it may
sound, there is a Jewish
community that moved from
Spain to Turkey to Israel!
During the Turkish-based
Ottoman Empire, Sephardic
Jews fled from “Christian”
Spain to seek refuge under
the more tolerant Muslim
Ottomans. Turkey retains
that tolerance today.
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Diftering from most other
Muslim countries, Turkey
has peaceful relations with
Israel. The stable relationship
between these two nations
has made immigration easy for Jewish people in Turkey
who want to make their way to Israel. In Turkey, Jewish
people are free to come and go as they please. Dual
citizenship was granted in 1981 as an option for Jewish
Turkish citizens who wanted to move to Israel without
forfeiting their rights in Turkey. Today there are at least
100,000 “Turkish” Jews living in Israel.
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Turkish Jews are accepted in Israel, and they are sure
to identify themselves as Sephardic (Spanish) Jews, like
their prestigious ancestors who once fled Spain. These
Jewish people have adapted very will to Israeli life.

Pray for these Jewish people to see the glory of God and
His protection in their lives. Pray that they will look to the
Lord for salvation. Pray that they will hunger to see the
Kingdom of God extended in the hearts of all Jewish com-

munities in Israel —KW

Day 18

[saiah 11:2

“And the Spirit of the Lord
shall rest upon Him.”

Although the mission-

ary “Word" of God occu-

pies a central position in the
Christmas story, the mis-
sionary “Spirit” of God is at
work as well. Just as the Spirit
worked to bring the Word into
the world, so that same Spirit
later worked to reveal the
Word to the representative
nations gathered in Jerusalem
on the day of Pentecost. Like

a mighty wind the Spirit calls
forth and accompanies those
who will take His Word to
each of the unreached peoples
of the earth.

Pray that the Spirit of the liv-
ing God will fall afresh on us,
fill us with power, and stir us
fo action.
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Day 19

[saiah 11:10

“In that day the root of
Jesse shall stand as an
ensign (banner, sign) to
the peoples; Him shall the
nations seek.”

More than any other prophet,
Isaiah was one who built
Israel’s expectation of their
coming Savior. The name “root
of Jesse” clearly indicates the
Savior's ancestry in the royal
family of Israel. Because of
Isaiah’s testimony here and
elsewhere, the Jews of that
day should have understood
how important the Messiah
would become to peoples

all over the world! This “root
of Jesse,” this Son of David
would not merely execute
judgment on the nations, but
also bring the way of love and
salvation. He was to be not
only Israel’s King, but also the
world’s Savior.

Praise our Savior as the
banner of the unreached
peoples!
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Yemeni Jewish People in Israel

W ould you like to try
a roasted locust?
To the Yemeni Jewish
population that has mi-
grated to Israel, roasted lo-

custs are a tasty treat! Will
that be salted or unsalted?
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According to a 2003 article
in the Yemeni Times, since
| migrations began in the
1980s, 54,000 Yemeni Jews
have moved to Israel. After
being given dual citizen-
P ship, they fit well in the
context of Israeli culture,
% GufotAden while retaining their own
culture to a large degree.
The first Yemeni Jewish immigrants that migrated to
Israel were usually not educated and did not have pres-
tigious jobs. But as families have been raised in Israel
and new young immigrants come, many receive edu-
cation and training. Yemenis now occupy positions as
teachers, engineers and other skilled jobs.

Yemeni Jews usually hold Yemen close to their hearts
and they are proud to state their country of origin.
According to the 2007 edition of The World Culture
Encyclopedia, Yemeni Jews form communities and
practice their culture within that sphere. They have
their own synagogues where they practice their
unique traditions. The culture is very relational, and
there are frequently events for the community to
gather together for food, dance, drums, and songs.

Pray for the Yemeni Jews to include Jesus in their beautiful
traditions. Pray for them to see how much Jesus loves them
and wants their lives to count for His Kingdom.—KW



Tunisian Jews in Israel

he Tunisian Jews of

Israel are a strong
people who are unafraid
to practice their religion in
the face of terrorism. Many
Tunisian Jews who live in
Israel make a yearly pilgrim-
age to one of the world’s old-
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est synagogues, El Ghriba,

iy in Djerba, Tunisia. This

synagogue is the site of a
terrorist bombing where 21
people were killed in 2002.
After six years, they refuse to
be intimidated into stopping
this pilgrimage.

Before WWII, Tunisia

was a French colony. The French stood in the way of
Tunisian Arabs who would have oppressed the Jewish
minority. When the Nazis occupied Tunisia during
the war, they enforced anti-Jewish policies and confis-
cated Jewish lands until the allied forces drove them
out. In 1956 Tunisia was freed from French rule, but
their new leadership changed into an oppressive dicta-
torship. It was then that Tunisian Jews began immi-
grating to the new Jewish homeland.
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In Israel today, the Tunisian Jewish community has its
own feasts and celebrations. According to the Stanford
University publication, “Homelands and Diasporas,”
one of their popular practices today is the Feast of
Jethro. They gather together for food in the syna-
gogues to celebrate the end of a plague in their com-
munity 2,000 years ago.

Pray for the Tunisian Jews to see Jesus and embrace Him
with the same passion and drive they exert in their lives

now.—KW

Day 20

[saiah 40:5

“And the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together.”

When we listen to great music
like Handel's Messiah, we get
aforetaste of inspiration we
will experience when Christ
returns and “all flesh shall see it
together.” Every tribe, tonque,
nation, and people will be rep-
resented on that day. But pre-
ceding this powerful revelation
to “all flesh” is the Christmas
event. Humility comes before
honor. So often in our endeav-
ors we are looking for glory
without paying the price of hu-
mility. But God in Jesus Christ
set the standard.

Worship the One Who hum-
bled Himself that the peaples
might have life. Be exalted,

0 Lord, among the nations,
as we bear witness to Your
grace, mercy and love!
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Day 2l

Domari Gypsies in Israel

Luke 2:8

“There were shepherds
living out in the fields
nearby. ... An angel of the
Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone
around them.”

Again we can see God's focus
on the insignificant and weak
people of society. God deter-
mined to first send His angels
to these humble shepherds in
the fields rather than to reveal
His glory to the proud reli-
gious leaders in the Temple.
How quickly those shepherds
hurried to Bethlehem to see
Christ the Lord! Thousands

of peoples today are equally
eager to respond to the Good
News. Will we give them the
chance to hear?

Pray that the Father will help
us to expect great things
from Him as we attempt
great things for Him! Pray
that we will never see any-
one as being to insignificant
to hear the gospel.
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D id you ever have the feeling that you don’t “fit
in?” Consider the Domari Gypsies in Israel.
Originally from India, yet speaking the Iranian dia-
lect called Domari they have moved from country to
country trying to find a place of peace in which to live.
In Israel they live mainly in Jerusalem, Ramallah, and
Gaza. They are mostly Muslim, but they blend Islam
with belief in ghosts, fear of lizards and snakes and
mystical Gypsy traditions such as the “evil eye.”

Openly shunned and persecuted, education has been
rare for them as teachers and other students mistreat
the Gypsy children who generally drop out by age
12. Health care is almost non-existent. Although
some have settled into villages, most are nomadic,
roaming the countryside in caravans, selling their
wares and expertise as sheep shearers.

Pray for a strong witness for Christ to arise among the
2000 Domaris in Israel. Pray that the handful of rejected
Domari believers will lovingly and faithfully witness
to their families and friends with a covering of godly
protection and encouragement from the Lord. Pray that
Christian workers will be called by God to raise up fel-
lowships specific to the Domari people and that their
desperate need for education and health care might be
an opening of contact to introduce the Domari people to
the Savior. Ask God to take authority over the spiritual
principalities and powers which have kept the Middle
Eastern Domari Gypsies away from Him.—PE



Cochin Jews in Israel

¢« N o, David, we did not come from India, we
only rested there for 2,000 years!” Rachel

laughed and hugged her inquisitive grandson. She ex-
plained, “When the temple was destroyed in the year
70 our people fled to the southern tip of India where
we lived well. Following our Jewish beliefs brought
us respect and admiration from our Indian neighbors.
But now 13,000 of us are back in Israel, and though
some of our traditions are different from the ‘White
Jews,” our basic beliefs and observances are the same.”

'The boy asked, “Grandmother, why do they call us the
‘Black Jews’?”

“Because we most resemble the North African Jews
from the time of Solomon.” “And how do we differ in
the way we worship?”

At this Rachel burst into vibrant song telling through
music how they rejected the Talmudic edict against
women singing, and now contribute wonderful
women’s choruses to the fabric of Jewish culture. No
Rabbis lead their worship, only cantors who lead the
Sabbath services through singing.

Pray that wonderful songs of praise will soon lead many
Israelis to lift up their hearts in fervent adoration to God
and to His Son. Pray that the one known agency minister-
ing to the Cochin Jewish people will bear much fruit for the
Kingdom. Pray that God lifts the veil from the eyes of the
ancient Cochin Jews in Israel that they see their Messiah
and come to faith in Him.—PE

Day 22

Luke 2:17

“When they (the shep-
herds) had seen him, they
spread the word concerning
what had been told them
about this child.”

In this Christmas season let’s
remember that the real im-
pact of this holiday should be
a new commitment to Christ’s
mission. In the incarna-

tion God crossed the barrier
between Himself and man

to show His love, truth and
grace. He now calls us to cross
today’s barriers of culture,
language, caste, religion, and
prejudices to share Christ with
a hungry and dying world.

Pray that the Father will de-
liver us from the temptation
to celebrate Christmas with
a selfish heart. As He gave
Himself to us, pray that we
will now give ourselves to
the unreached peaples.
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Day 23

Luke 2:32

“For my eyes have seen Your
salvation, which You have
prepared in the sight of all
people, a light for revela-
tion to the Gentiles.”

As wise old Simeon took the
little baby Jesus in his arms,
he prophetically saw the im-
pact this little life would have
upon the world. Not only was
He the glory of the people of
Israel, but also the light for
Gentile peoples. While the
focus of Jesus" earthly minis-
try was to be on the Jews of
Palestine, the Bible records
how often Jesus also minis-
tered to non-Jews. The Spirit
He would send at Pentecost
would be the power for His
Church’s rapid expansion into
the Gentile world.

Pray that the Father will
reveal the Light of Life to the
unreached peoples. Pray that
He will shine brightly in our
lives, and send many from
among us to them as a wit-
ness of that Light.
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Beta Israel in Israel

(44 F rom beyond the

rivers of Cush

(Ethiopia), my worshippers,
& / | even the daughter of my dis-
persed people, will bring my
y offerings” (Zephaniah 3:10,

NIV). This prophecy is now
being fulfilled! Imagine the
delight when the Ethiopian
Jews, who for centuries
thought they were the last
vestige of Jewish belief, dis-
covered that thousands from
their lineage were returning
to the God-deeded land of
their heritage.

Addis Ababa
*
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Some say it was through the meeting of King Solomon
and the Queen of Sheba that the Ethiopian Jews first be-
gan. Others believe it was when the tribe of Dan fled to
the south during the civil war involving Solomon’s son.
But whatever were the beginnings of the Ethiopian Jewish
people, also known as Beta Israel, their final home is now
in Israel. In August, the Israeli government said that they
had carried out their last major airlift of Ethiopian Jews,
while others say there are some left in Ethiopia.

'The absorption into Israeli society has been a difficult
process for these Ethiopian Jews, primarily because
they have to compete with immigrants from developed
nations who have appropriate job skills for Israel’s
modern technical society. By contrast, the Beta Israel
immigrants have only dealt with a subsistence econo-
my. Many have joined the military, which has provid-
ed training and economic support.

Pray that the joyful fulfillment of Zephaniah’s prophecy
will be culminated by the salvation of these faithful ones
through Jesus, their long-awaited Messiah.—PE



PM International

I n A.D. 711, a Berber-Arab army from Morocco in-
vaded Spain hoping to conquer Europe, only to be
stopped in 732 at Tours, France. Under Islam, Spain
thrived. However, small Spanish Catholic kingdoms
fought back. In 1492, the last Muslim state, Granada,
was taken back by the Spaniards. Reconquest soon
became conquest as Spain drove into North Africa,
where it still controls a few ports.

Today many North Africans are again entering
Europe, legally and illegally, via Spain, some for work,
and others in hope of regaining Spain for Islam. PM
International (PMI) hopes to gain these same Muslim
immigrants for Christ.

PM International, headquartered in Granada, Spain,
with a branch office in the United States, is a Latino
mission agency that works in eight countries among 11
unreached people groups in Africa, the Middle East,
Asia, and Europe, in humanitarian, social, education-
al, and medical projects.

Why Latinos to Islam? A third of Spanish vocabulary
derives from Arabic. Hispanics are less visible than
Anglos. Hispanic culture, although Catholic, also

has roots in Medieval Moorish Spain. Accordingly,

Latinos have been successful as Christ’s ambassadors.

Praise God for the house churches PMI and other Hispanic
ministries to Muslims have established. Pray for PMI and
other such agencies; for wisdom, openings, and a movement
of the Holy Spirit in the lives of Muslims in the Middle
East, N. Africa, Asia, and Europe, where Latinos work to
extend God’s Kingdom.—T'P

Day 24

John 1:1

“In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word
was God.”

God is a missionary God who
carries within His heart the
desire to communicate His
“Word.” Not only is He the
great Creator, He s also the
great Communicator. Amid
this week’s preparations for
Christmas, let’s reverently
recall the great passages in
Scripture, which anticipate
and describe the birth of
Jesus Christ. Then, let’s allow
the drama of the great event
to give focus to our prayers
for the unreached peoples.
Christmas is the most “mis-
sionary” time of the year!

Pray that God will give
us a new zeal to make

Him known among the
unreached peoples this
Christmas season.
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Day 25

John 1:14

“The Word became flesh and
lived for a while among us.”

As we recall Jesus' birth

this Christmas Day, we see
Almighty God crossing the
greatest barriers, which sepa-
rated Him from man. And in
God's initiative to live among
us we see the missionary
dynamic necessary to reach
unreached people groups.
Jesus — the missionary Word
of God — “became flesh” so0
that 33 years later He might
die and decisively deal with
the barrier of sin. The same
Word which had created man
became man, took on human
flesh, and “lived for a while
among us.” It is now our task
to cross other barriers (culture,
language, religion) to the un-
reached peoples and proclaim
the “Word" in person!

Pray that as the Father sent
His Son, that He will now
send us.
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French Jews in Israel

I ncreasing numbers of French-born Jews immi-
grate to Israel each year. Anti-Jewish feelings

in France are usually a factor in their decision. “In
France I couldn’t protect myself, but I feel really safe
here because of the army,” said a young woman newly
immigrated to Israel.

Some come to Israel for more spiritual reasons. “I am
immigrating to Israel because of my faith in God. This
is the place where a Jewish spirit can feel at home,”
says a 47-year old expert in information technology.

However, not all immigrants come for spiritual rea-
sons. Two-thirds to three-fourths of Israeli Jews

are non-observant of the Jewish faith. Some reli-
gious laws are no longer enforced; Jewish businesses
are open on the Sabbath, and some even sell pork.
For most Jews in Israel, religious holidays are social
events, not holy days. The state of Israel maintains
the holy places and rabbis are state employees. French
Jews are often as secular as any of these other Israelis.

Ask the Lord to create a hunger for truth in the hearts

of French Jews who have turned away from their faith.
Pray that they will hear the gospel and come to realize
that Yeshua is the fulfillment of Old Iestament prophecy
and their long-awaited Messiah. Pray that the French
Jews in Israel will learn to put their trust in Yeshua as the

only One to keep them safe—JWS§



Day 26

Western Yiddish speaking Jews in [srael

Psalms 98:2, 4

magine a Jewish girl

like Anne Frank surviv-
ing World War II, emerg-
ing from her hiding place in
Amsterdam, and traveling on
foot for months, scavenging
food, seeking sanctuary in a
safe haven of Israel. She ar-

rives and is crushed when she
doesn’t receive a warm wel-
come. In shock, she discov-
ers she is even suspected of
collaboratmg with the Nazis! People barely understand
her Western Yiddish, and she is shunned by those she

imagined would embrace her.

After the war, waves of Yiddish-speaking Jews from
every European country and Russia, flooded into Israel.
They experienced rejection, suspicion and dirty looks
from their unhappy hosts. Since they had survived the
war, some assumed they were Nazi collaborators.

Israel’s first Prime Minister, David Ben-Gurion, faced
the task of uniting refugees from many different coun-
tries and cultures into a strong, independent nation.
He believed that speaking one language, Hebrew,
would help unify the country. Within a few years,
Yiddish was outlawed in public places and at official
functions. Yiddish language and culture went under-
ground and nearly died out in Israel. But today, young
people are curious about their grandparents’ lives and
have rediscovered their Yiddish heritage.

Pray that Yiddish-speaking Jews would understand that
Jesus fully accepts them, no matter what language they
speak or what cultural background they represent. Pray
that they will put their trust in Him.—JWS§

“The Lord has made His sal-
vation known and revealed
His righteousness to the
nations. . .. Shout for joy to
the Lord, all the earth.”

The psalmist was deeply
aware that God's redemptive
acts on Israel's behalf were
also played out on a stage
before the nations. Israel,
called to be a kingdom of
priests, had the privilege and
responsibility of interpreting
these acts to the surrounding
peoples. We who have come
to know Jesus as Savior and
Lord have the same privilege
and responsibility, made
greater by our knowledge of
the completeness of Christ's
redemptive work on the cross.
What a delight to declare His
acts to the nations so that
they may respond with joy to
their Master!

Pray that the Father will
open our lips to tell oth-
ers of His salvation and
righteousness.
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Day 2

Sephardic Jews in [srael

Psalms 102:18-20

“Let this be written for a
future generation. ... The
Lord looked down. ..from
heaven He viewed the
earth, to hear the groans of
the prisoners and release
those condemned to death.”

Throughout the world today,
prisons are full of criminals,
political dissidents and those
imprisoned for religious convic-
tions. Without Christ we are

all prisoners to sin, under the
sentence of death. Christ came
to bring life to all who call upon
His Name. But how can they
call on His Name unless they
have heard? Why should they
be condemned to death, when
there s a Savior waiting for
them to call on His Name?

Pray today for those who are
doubly imprisoned—both
physically and spiritually. Pray
for those attempting to bring
light to these dark places.
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492. That date rings a bell as the year Christopher

Columbus sailed from Spain to the New World.
What many are not aware of, however, is that an-
other major event was taking place that same year
in Spain. With the Inquisition underway, King
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella gave the Jews of their
nation a choice: convert to Catholicism or be ex-
pelled. Most Sephardic (Hebrew for “Spain”) Jews

decided to leave.

No one is sure of the exact number. Estimates range
trom 40,000 to 800,000. What is certain is that they
fled to Morocco, Turkey, Greece, France, and other
North African and European nations. When Jews
began their exodus from Arab countries in the mid
1900s, many Sephardic Jews again relocated, this
time to Israel and New York City.

Today the term Sephardic is often used to describe
non-Ashkenazi (German origin) Jews living in Israel.
Though they embrace slightly different traditions
than the Ashkenazi Jews, the Sephardic Jews are ba-
sically Orthodox in their beliefs and practices. Like
the rest of their brethren, most Sephardic Jews have
yet to see and recognize Yeshua as their Messiah

(Jesus the Messiah).

Pray for the Sephardic Jewish communities to be awak-
ened to the identity of their Savior. Ask God to open their
ears and hearts to the gospel message. Pray for healing of
past rejections and for witnesses to testify that Messiah
gave Himself as a sacrifice for their sins and will soon
come again!—CL



Georgian Jews in Israel

« he Lord will scat-

ter you among the
peoples, and only a few of
you will survive among the
nations to which the Lord
will drive you” (Deut. 4:27,
NIV). God’s two-sided
declaration runs through-
out Scripture: if His people
are obedient, they will be
blessed; if they stray from
Him and His commands,
they will be driven from
their homeland. As testi-
mony to God’s faithfulness,
we see this promise fulfilled
in the history of Israel. Until 1948, the Jews were indeed
“scattered among the peoples.”

Among those returning to Israel have been the Jews of
the former Soviet republic of Georgia. Though leaders
in Israel continue to actively seek unity between the
many immigrant groups, country of origin has proved
to be a strong, common bond. Thus the Georgian
Jews, like so many other “newcomers,” have developed
into an ethnic group of their own.

Reaching Georgian Jews, as well as other Israelis, will
require communicating the good news in a culturally
sensitive way that takes into account their traditions
and the language of their former homeland.

Pray for mission agencies to invest in the research neces-
sary to effectively preach and demonstrate the gospel to
Georgian Jews in Israel. Ask God to raise up missionaries
who will be sensitive to the uniqueness of this ethnic group
and willing to invest themselves in fruitful incarnational

ministry.—CL

Day 28

Psalms 105:1

“Give thanks to the Lord,
call upon His Name; make
known among the nations
what He has done.”

If you want to know what

God has done, read the Bible
through! Next, reflect upon His
creation surrounding you. Then
look at history, and see His
hand moving upon men and
nations to fulfill His purposes.
Read books and periodicals to
marvel at those new things He
is revealing to men from His
treasures of wisdom. Finally,
search your heart and medi-
tate upon His work in you. You
should find within yourself a
threefold response to what
you have seen and leared—
the same threefold response
the psalmist gave: gratitude,
prayer, and a passion that
these things be proclaimed to
all. Do not be disobedient to
the heavenly vision. Go and
make Him known. Join His
host of prayer warriors.

Praise Him without ceasing
this coming year!
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Day 29

Psalms 126:6

“He who goes out weeping,
carrying seed to sow, will
return with songs of joy,
carrying sheaves with him.”

Whatever our ministry in the
harvest field, there will be
tears: tears of frustration or of
grief. Barriers in cross-cultural
seed-planting are particularly
hard to break down. Barriers
often include a new language,
age-old traditions, spiritual
blindness, and demonic op-
position, as well as illiteracy
and poverty. But the blindest
eyes can recognize the sower's
compassion, his helping hands,
his thoughtful understanding.
God's Word can shatter rocks
and hardened clods of earth,
enabling the seed to take root
and begin to grow. The car-
ing, the helping——and the
weeping—often continue
for many long years. First the
sowing and the nurture, then
the harvest and the joy! Then,
the singing!

Pray faithfully for God's labor-
ers in hard fields as they per-
severe in their work next year.
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Polish Jews

( j an the wrongs from
the Holocaust ever be

made right? Polish Jews in
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Israel are angry and disap-
pointed because the Polish
government cannot or will
not return personal property
taken by the Nazis in World
War II. In 1939, about
3,474,000 Jewish people
lived in Poland. Most died

in combat, in extermination

Baltic Sea

POLAND

camps or from starvation in
ghettos. Germans and Poles
destroyed several hundred
synagogues, sometimes
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forcing the Jews to set their own places of worship on
fire. Remaining synagogues became factories, prisons
or places of entertainment. Millions of Poles also lost
their property to the Nazis, and later to the com-
munists, so they don’t think that the Jews should get
special treatment.

Today, 397,000 out of 400,000 Polish-speaking Jews
live in Israel, according to the Joshua Project. Few of
them lived through the ordeal of the Nazi Holocaust
or the communist takeover of Poland after the war.
But the war of words continues. Jesus Christ offers
the freedom of forgiveness! We have all offended
our loving, Creator God. We can make the death of
Jesus Christ meaningful to oneself by accepting His
forgiveness and following His example of forgiving
those who have offended us.

Pray that Jewish people who lived through the Holocaust
as well as their descendents will accept Jesus as Savior
and Lord. Ask God to help them receive His forgiveness
and pass it on to others.—AK



Romanian Jews

H ow can a nation repair
a devastated economy?
The new Communist re-
gime in Romania faced that
dilemma after World War II
and came up with a repre-
hensible scheme: selling their
Jewish citizens. Out of the
800,000 Jewish people who
lived in Romania before the
war, 350,000 escaped the
holocaust. These Romanian
citizens still faced anti-Sem-
itism, and their country sold
300,000 of them to the new
country of Israel from late
1949 to 1978. Some went for $50 US, but the ransom
price gradually increased until it reached as high as
$250,000. People have disregarded the value of Jewish
people for centuries, yet God loves them and remem-
bers His covenant with them.

Black Sea

Today, about 405,000 Romanian Jews help make up
the total Israeli Jewish population of over 2.5 million.
Israeli leaders want all the people in Israel to “fuse”
into one united group, but many retain the language of
their original homeland. Most Romanian Jews, how-
ever, speak Hebrew. Romanian Jews could form fel-
lowships with other Hebrew-speakers, but they would
probably feel more at ease with those from the same
part of the world.

Pray that many of the Romanian Jews will realize how
much God values them and find their true identity as re-
born children of God. Ask the Holy Spirit to “ fuse” them
into the Body of Christ.—AK

Day 30

Psalms 127:1

“Unless the Lord builds the
house, its builders labor in
vain. Unless the Lord watches
over the city, the watchmen
stand guard in vain.”

World evangelization is the
Lord’s work. He is “building a
people” for Himself from ev-
ery tribe, tongue and nation.
The Church is that people,
who are also His laborers, His
watchmen, His “channels of
blessing” for all “nations.” But
the Church must be careful
how it builds, lest it build in
its own strength and not ac-
cording to God's “blueprints.”
Let us therefore be sure to
keep our eyes fixed on the
Master Builder, Jesus, and His
work. For we know our labor
in the Lord is not in vain (cf. 1
Corinthians 15:58).

Pray and renew your com-
mitment to be His witness,
so that there will be a Church
for every people.
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Day 3l

Work Among Bedouins

Psalms 51:12b-13

“...grant me a willing
spirit, to sustain me. Then

| will teach transgressors
Your ways, and sinners will
turn back to you.”

Have you ever asked God to
give you a willing spirit? Being
willing to obey all that He tells
us to do is an essential part of
lordship. When someone says
“yes” to missionary work, they
are asking God to give them

a willing spirit to go out and
teach transgressors His ways so
His kingdom will be extended.
What an eternal privilege!

Pray for the Holy Spirit to
give more of His children
awillingness to teach un-
reached transgressors His
ways. Pray that He will give
you a greater will to serve
Him this coming year.

40

« D id you know that my Bedouin tribe was
Christian before they converted to Islam?”
The missionary looked up suddenly, startled by the
words of the Bedouin sheikh. The sheikh contin-
ued, “My people are looking for answers. All we
see here in Palestine is misery. Many of us believe
that Isa (Jesus) has the answers, so we follow Him.
Yet I won’t forget our Muslim neighbors. They are
wise to pray five times a day. I will continue to do
this, not for spiritual merit, but because it is a good
practice for anyone who wants to come closer to the

Almighty Creator.”
Pastor Afif Saba, an Arab Christian in Israel, has

planted 22 house churches among Bedouins in
Israel and Egypt. He has the blessing of some of
the local Bedouin leaders, and that gives him a
great advantage. Though life is hard and bitterness
towards Christians and Jews runs deep, there are
many Bedouins who have looked and found Jesus to

be the One who holds the keys to life.

Pray for the Holy Spirit to continue anointing and pro-
tecting Pastor Afif as he spreads the word about Jesus to
the Muslim Bedouins. Pray for complete understand-
ing among the Bedouins that the Lord Jesus Christ came

from God to give us life to the full here, and eternal

life. It is essential to look to Him and God’s Word for
truth—KC



continued from page 4 Who IS G .IeW?

remembrance of Yahweh, and the Levitical priesthood. The Land
Covenant promised that the Sons of Israel would become the
crucial nation of the world if they were obedient to God (Deu-
teronomy 28:1,13). But the covenant also warned that many
curses would befall the people if they were disobedient (Deuter-
onomy 28:15-37), including exile from the land (Deuteronomy
28:38-57). In Chapter 30, God said He would restore the Sons
of Israel to their land. The Davidic Covenant is recorded in 2
Samuel 7:12-15. There God told David that his son Solomon
would build the Lord’s temple. God also said that David’s house, Oneearl 34
kingdom and throne would be established forever (7:16). This definition

was confirmed by God to David in Psalm 89:4 and to the nation “ .

of Israel through the prophets (e.g. Isaiah 9:6-7 and Jeremiah of ‘whois a
23:5-6). In Luke 1:31-33, the angel Gabriel told the Virgin Jew” dates to
Mary that Jesus would be the Messiah, the One to whom God  thjs time.

will give the Davidic throne, that He will rule over the House of

Jacob forever, and that His Kingdom would have no end.

Uniqueness Challenged During the Exile

About 930 B.C., the United Kingdom of Israel divided.

'The Northern Kingdom retained the name Israel and the
Southern one called itself Judah after its predominant tribe.
The term B’nei Yisrael (“Sons of Israel,” Israelites) was still
used for both groups. The Assyrians conquered the Northern
Kingdom in 722 B.C. These tribes later dispersed through-
out the world. DNA studies today are attempting to identify
descendants of these tribes.

In 598 B.C. King Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah, and many
Israclites were exiled to Babylonia. Jerusalem fell in 586 B.C.
and the First Temple was destroyed. In exile, the Israclites were
able to participate in the economic and social life of their new
land. They had to reorganize and maintain Jewish life. It was a
time of self-reflection. One early definition of “who is a Jew”
dates to this time. Jewish leaders were concerned about mar-
riages between Jews and non-Jews. Their final decision, which
is basically acknowledged today although often challenged, is

that Jewish people are those who have Jewish mothers.
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When the Persians conquered Babylon in 538 B.C., the Per-
sian King Cyrus permitted the Jewish people to return to their
homeland. About 50,000 Jews returned to Judah, although many
stayed in Babylon. The biblical principles in the lives of some
Jewish people became less important after their return from
Babylon. This was because some of them started to assimilate
into the pagan cultures of their captors including the Greeks,
Romans and Arabs. They still maintained some degree of unique
identity; the first use of the word, “Jew” in the Bible is found in
the Book of Esther during the Persian Empire. From this time
Half of the on sacred historians, prophets, apostles, and the Lord Himself,
world’s Jews regarded the “Jews” whether in Israel or in the “Dispersion”as the

“Sons of Israel,” and the only people in line of the covenants and
were dead. the promises which God made to the Hebrew patriarchs.

'The focus of Jewish intellectual life following the destruction of
the Second Temple by the Romans in A.D.70 was established
in Yavneh, a place near modern Tel Aviv, Israel. Jewish scholars
met there to write out the spoken Jewish law to complement
the Torah. At the end of the Second Century A.D., this writ-
ing was completed by Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi and others. It is
known as the Mishnah. Discussions on the Mishnah were also
put into writing, and this is known as the Gemara. The Mish-
nah and Gemara together are called the Talmud. To Orthodox
Jews today, these writings are as important as the Bible.

The Founding of Modern Israel

Starting in the 1700s, persecution against the Jewish peoples
began to increase, especially in Europe. Some migrated to
other parts of the world. Before and during World War 11,
they suffered a Holocaust in Europe that claimed the lives
of over six million. Half of the world’s Jews were dead. Those
who escaped the Holocaust were scattered, some to what is
now Israel.

Ezekiel predicted that God would re-gather the Jewish peo-
ple and give them their “promised land.” “When I bring them
back from the peoples and gather them from the lands of
their enemies, then I shall be sanctified through them in the
sight of the many nations. Then they will know that I am the
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Lord their God because I made them go into exile among
the nations, and then gathered them again to their own land;
and I will leave none of them there any longer.” (Ezekiel
39:27-29,NASV). After years of exile and struggle, God
kept His promise, and at midnight, May 15, 1948, the nation
of Israel was reborn when Israel’s first Prime Minister, David
Ben-Gurion, read Israel’s Declaration of Independence.

Israel Today

In the last 60 years, Israel has fought six major wars with its

Arab' Mushm advers'arles V\{ho hav‘e stated that they want M ay we
to eliminate the Jewish nation. This threat also comes from

non-Arabic speaking Muslim nations and ethnic groups. al ways

Most recently, Iran’s President Ahmadinejad said that Israel remember
should be “wiped off the map.” Israel also faces internal "

struggles between their Orthodox, Conservative and the to Pray for
secular/reform Jews. A blessing for God’s Kingdom has been the Peace of
an increased number of Messianic Jews, who have grown Jerusalem”
from 3,000 to 10,000 in the last 10 years. To other Israelis, (PSG Im 122:6 )

these followers of the Messiah are a problem.

Israel is in the news almost every day, and so the eyes of the
world are upon this tiny nation whose landlord is God. The
fact that sons of Israel have been re-gathered to their ancient
homeland after nearly 2,000 years is a sign to the world of
God’s faithfulness and sovereignty.

Let’s Pray!
Saint Paul expresses so well the prayer that is needed for the
Jewish people and one that we must uphold: “Brothers, my

heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they might
be saved” (Romans 10:1, NASV).

May we always remember to “Pray for the Peace of Jerusa-
lem” (Psalm 122:6). Pray also for the salvation of the Jewish
peoples who live in Israel. They know the Word of God, but
don't know their Messiah, Yeshua. Pray that the words of the
prophets will lead them to Yeshua. GPD
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