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Pray that God’s glory will spread to all the 

nations of the Amazon River Basin
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To Help You Pray Better

Continued on page 41

Reaching the Isolated Peoples of 
the Amazon River Basin

—by Keith Carey

The tribes of 
the Amazon 
River Basin 
rely on their 
environment 
for all their 
needs. 

I
t starts out as a peaceful morning. As you sip your coff ee 

and open today’s news on your computer, you hear some 

loud sounds outside. Alarmed, you walk out to the front 

of your house, and see a space ship shooting laser beams at 

buildings, and instantly leveling them! You hear the sounds 

again and again, as building after building is leveled. As the 

space ships come closer, you see some of your neighbors are 

fi ring rifl es at them, only to be destroyed by the laser beams. Fi-

nally, you hastily pack your family and a few belongings before 

driving away from the city. 

Th is sounds like a campy science fi ction movie from the 

1950s, but the situation is much like what some native 

peoples of the Amazon River Basin are facing in 2010. 

Everything they rely upon, the trees, the rivers, the animals, 

are all being destroyed to make way for farming, the logging 

industry and those seeking out minerals in this virgin jungle. 

Th e tribes of the Amazon River Basin rely on their envi-

ronment for all their needs. When someone comes in with 

“yellow pigs” as they sometimes call the earthmovers, and 

levels the plant life, there is nothing left for the local peoples’ 

survival. For those of us who live in cities, this is equivalent 

to having all our homes and businesses leveled by someone 

who wants to use the land.

Almost all web sites that deal with the Amazon River Basin 

focus on exploitation of the indigenous peoples. Before we 

judge those who are exploiting the resources of this region, 

we need to understand a few things. 

Traditionally, the Brazilians have had a running joke about 

themselves. “Brazil is the nation of the future… and always will 

be.” Now it’s the 21st century, and that elusive future seems to 
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What is the Global Prayer Digest?
Th e Global Prayer Digest is a unique devotion-

al booklet. Each day it gives a glimpse 

of what God is doing around the world 

and what still remains to be done. Daily 

prayer for that still-unfi nished task is at 

the heart of the Adopt-A-People move-

ment. Condensed missionary stories, 

biblical challenges, urgent reports, and 

exciting descriptions of unreached peo-

ples provide a digest of rich fuel for your 

own times of prayer for the world. 

Become a Daily World Christian
Th e Global Prayer Digest is a key tool in a 

movement to help fulfi ll Christ’s com-

mission to make disciples of all the peo-

ples of the earth. Th is movement involves 

a daily discipline of learning, praying, and 

giving to help reach the world’s nearly 

10,000 unreached people groups. Un-

reached peoples are those groups which 

do not yet have a strong church in their 

own cultural and social setting. 

Myanmar, Mothers and the 
Frontier Fellowship Movement
Th e Frontier Fellowship Movement 

is an adaptation of a custom among 

tribal Christians in Burma (now called 

Myanmar) and elsewhere. As the 

mother in each family prepares meals 

for her family, she sets aside a hand-

ful of rice in a special container, and 

prays for their church’s missionaries to 

unreached people groups. Rice from 

families in the church is sold to support 

their frontier missionaries. 

Loose Change Adds Up!
In adapting the Burma Plan to our culture, 

we have simply subsituted loose change 

for rice and have added this educational 

and inspirational Global Prayer Digest. One 

person’s loose change will average about 

$100 per year exclusively for frontier mis-

sions! When the national goal of one mil-

lion Adopt-A-People Prayer Partners is 

reached, that will mean $100 million more 

per year for the frontiers!

Devotional Ideas
How can you make the most of this 
prayer digest:

• Some people use it as a 
supplement to their regular 
devotional time.

• Others enjoy reading and 
praying around the dinner table 
with the entire family.

• We encourage you to gather 
monthly with other Christ 
friends who are involved in this 
movement. 

• Join the “Frontier Fellowship 
movement” (left), a version of 
the Burma Plan, to fi nancially 
support frontier missions.

Every day at the top of the page 
you’ll fi nd the name of an unreached 
people group for which to pray. Th e 
small maps will help you locate the 
day’s feature. 
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I urge you, brothers, by our 

Lord Jesus Christ and by the 

love of the Spirit, to join me 

in my struggle by praying to 

God for me….

Do you have a list of mission-
aries that you pray for? Have 
you ever felt a prompting to 
pray for them? If there was a 
time when prayer was needed 
for Sophie Muller, it was at 
that time when she was aban-
doned on a remote riverbank! 
All of us need prayer, but 
those who are putting their 
lives on the line for the sake 
of Christ’s Kingdom are espe-
cially likely to get attacked. 

Don’t forget to pray for your 

missionaries today as they 

extend His Kingdom to re-

mote parts of the earth.

I t was the 1940s, and 

most of the world was 

concerned about World 

War II. Sophie Muller had 

other concerns. She knew 

what she wanted out of 

life: to become a renowned 

artist. Th e National 

Academy of Design in 

New York City was a great 

place to get the proper 

training. But God had 

other plans, and He used a 

simple team of evangelists 

with trumpets and preach-

ing to get her attention. At 

fi rst she thought they were 

religious kooks, but she joined them in a Bible study 

and soon accepted Christ’s lordship in her life. Instead 

of serving her own interests, she now wanted to serve 

the King of Kings. She enrolled in the National Bible 

Institute to study God’s Word.

God gave her a burden to reach a tribe that had 

never heard the gospel. She applied to New Tribes 

Mission, and in 1944 she accepted an assignment in 

the jungles of Colombia.

On her way to one of the most remote parts of 

Colombia, where that country comes together with 

Brazil, Sophie was met with an alarming surprise. 

Th e indigenous men who were taking her by canoe 

into the dense jungle decided that she was going 

there to cast spells on the people. So they dumped 

her off  on a riverbank with her duffl  e bags! 

Pray that God will give His peace and protection to mis-

sionaries working in dangerous situations.—KC

Sophie Muller-Missionary Biography
Day 1
Romans 15:30
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…they will pick up snakes 

with their hands; and when 

they drink deadly poison, 

it will not hurt them at all; 

they will place their hands 

on sick people, and they 

will get well.

One thing that draws people 
to Christ is when they see 
in practical terms that He 
is in control. In this situa-
tion, a missionary among 
an unreached people group 
managed to win an infl uential 
witchdoctor by surviving an 
attempted poisoning. The 
result was that the door to 
an entire tribe was opened to 
the gospel. Did Muller have 
exceptional talents? Perhaps 
she didn’t, but she had ex-
ceptional faith to do whatever 
God told her to do. How is 
your faith?

Pray for exceptional faith 

among today’s missionar-

ies in the Amazon River 

Basin, so that they will go 

no matter what challenges 

they face.

B eing stranded helped Sophie’s prayer life! She 

nervously prayed for the next couple of hours, un-

til God gave her the peace that she needed. God sent 

a trader who took her where she wanted to be: Sejal, a 

Curipaco tribal village! 

Th en she faced another challenge. As a spiritual rite, a 

witchdoctor gave her a stew with the most potent poi-

son he knew of to see if she would survive. Not know-

ing what was happening, she ate the stew, and only 

vomited a little, but she survived. Th e witchdoctor was 

so impressed that he accepted Christ on the spot.

Muller was warned that these people would kill her 

and take her possessions. After telling her about the 

Curipacos’ love for drinking, dancing and immorality, 

the trader said, “You will not change them.” Her reply 

was, “I won’t change them, but the Word of God will.” 

In Sejal, she met Capitan Lapa, the chief. After win-

ning favor with him, she began the task of teaching lit-

eracy to the Curipacos using the Word of God. Songs 

were especially eff ective; they loved to sing Christian 

songs even before they understood the gospel!

As time went on, the Curipacos began to understand 

the value of literacy. Meanwhile, Muller was becom-

ing more fl uent in their language. She managed to 

cut the literacy training time from two months to two 

weeks before moving on to another village to repeat 

the process.

Pray for the Holy Spirit to grant faith and love for mis-

sionaries working among the unreached in South America’s 

jungles.—KC

Biography— Sophie Muller, continued
Day 2

Mark 16:18b
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Those who live according to 

the sinful nature have their 

minds set on what that na-

ture desires; but those who 

live in accordance with the 

Spirit have their minds set 

on what the Spirit desires.

In today’s fi nal missionary 
biography section, we see 
a community transformed 
because they were willing to 
take God at His word. Even the 
outside world could see the 
contrast in the transformed 
of the Curipaco villagers and 
those of the animistic peoples. 
Having your mind set on what 
the Holy Spirit desires changes 
everything for the better!

Pray that this month you 

will set your mind on what 

the Spirit desires so that 

your life may be drastically 

transformed. 

One of Sophie’s key language helpers was Paulo, 

who died from a snake bite. Th e people invited 

her to preside at his memorial service. She ad-libbed a 

translation of Jesus’ words from John 14 in Curipaco. 

Before she prayed, Paulo’s mother put her hand on 

Sophie’s shoulder. “How is my son?” she asked the 

missionary. “He’s with Jesus,” Sophie assured the 

grieving mother. Sophie was now one with this tribe.

Muller could not change the carousing; that had to 

come from within the community itself. Eventually the 

village leaders in Sejal cancelled the drunken dances.

As she translated Bible portions into Curipaco, she 

found that people merely read the words without un-

derstanding them. She soon began to insert questions 

with the Bible text so they would pause and think 

about the meaning.

Muller’s work faced opposition from many fronts. 

First there were the witchdoctors, and then the trad-

ers who could no longer exploit the Indians who 

were learning to read and think for themselves. Later 

Marxist guerrillas arrived with hopes of turning the 

people away from what they called the “fanatical re-

ligion.” Th ey reintroduced drinking and dancing, but 

the gospel was there to stay.

In 1984, a television crew produced a video about the 

cultural life of the Curipacos. Th eir clean lives and 

clean villages contrasted with non-believing tribes. 

When asked what happened, Curipaco leaders re-

plied, Forty years ago a missionary brought us the 

Word of God.”

Pray that the Word will aff ect hundreds of tribes in the 

Amazon Basin before this decade is over.—KC 

Biography— Sophie Muller, continued
Day 3
Romans 8:5 
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For the Word of God is 

living and active. Sharper 

than any double-edged 

sword, it penetrates 

even to dividing soul and 

spirit, joints and marrow; 

it judges the thoughts and 

attitudes of the heart.

Wycliff e Bible Translators 
(WBT) is in the business of 
making sure every people 
gets the chance to hear and 
respond to God’s Word. That 
Word penetrates all hearts 
that are soft enough to re-
ceive it. 

Pray that the tribes in the 

Amazon River Basin will 

have soft hearts, ready to be 

penetrated by the Word of 

God as it comes to them.

Probably most GPD readers have heard of Wycliff e 

Bible Translators (WBT) and the Summer 

Institute of Linguistics (SIL). In Brazil, SIL per-

sonnel from Western Europe and North and South 

America work with the Indian Protection Service and 

the University of Brazil in Rio de Janeiro. Th ey pro-

mote literacy through education, indigenous literature 

production and Bible translation in some 30 American 

Indian languages, most of which are in the Amazon 

River Basin. 

SIL is often criticized by those wanting to exploit in-

digenous labor, by secular anthropologists who ignore 

positive changes, by outside economic interests, and 

by Brazilian settlers. Th ey view SIL’s work as “cultur-

al imperialism.” However, SIL and most indigenous 

peoples of Amazonia, understand that SIL is seeking 

to develop indigenous bilingualism and the preserva-

tion of Amazon cultures. Th rough their literacy pro-

grams, the people can survive the vicissitudes of the 

larger Brazilian-Portuguese society that is spreading 

throughout the Amazon Basin.

Pray for good relations between SIL and the local, state 

and national governments. Pray that the government and 

tribal leaders will protect the people from labor and eco-

nomic exploitation. Pray for God to raise up more indig-

enous translators and translation consultants. Pray that 

indigenous leaders will understand how to apply biblical 

principles to enhance their way of life. Pray that the indig-

enous peoples will enthusiastically receive the Bible in their 

languages. Pray that Jesus will become the true Lord of the 

people through the teaching of God’s Word.—TP

Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL)
Day 4

Hebrews 4:12
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Nothing in all creation is 

hidden from God’s sight. 

Everything is uncovered 

and laid bare before the 

eyes of Him to whom we 

must give account.

The above verse leads into to-
day’s prayer reading. Yesterday 
we read about how essential 
the Word of God is to all of us. 
Today, we read about our ac-
countability before a holy God. 
People who take advantage of 
those who can’t defend them-
selves, like the Patamonas, are 
asking for God’s wrath. Nothing 
is hidden from Him. Everything 
is laid bare before His eyes. 
What will happen to the people 
who oppress defenseless tribes 
in the Amazon River Basin?

Pray for a healthy fear of 

God and active repentance 

on the part of those who 

exploit the tribes of South 

America. 

T he shaft of 

light from 

the cracks in the 

window heralded 

a new dawn. Sleep 

that had fl eeting-

ly numbed Kaie’s 

anxiety gave way to 

a deluge of despair 

as the Patamona woman lumbered to her kitchen.

She thought, “How am I going to feed my children?” 

Her son was very frail, and not a week went by with-

out his sister announcing that Puyallup had fainted 

in school. Kaie wondered how much longer her son 

would be able to attend school. 

As Kaie lit the stove her mind wandered to that day 

not long ago when her neighbor, Donito, announced 

that the powerful rice growers were at it again. 

“Where is Jose? Is he at work? Is he part of the group 

constructing our houses?” asked Donito with fore-

boding urgency. 

Kaie answered, “Yes, why do you ask?” 

“Our men at the construction site were attacked,” said 

Donito, and that was all Kaie heard before she passed 

out. Kaie’s husband had survived, but had sustained such 

serious injuries that recovery was only a distant possibility. 

Kaie was forced to eke out a living while tending to her 

husband. Sitting by her stove she hopes for better days in 

spite of the despair that now consumes her.

Pray for the Patamona people who live in Guyana and 

Brazil. Pray that they would be allowed to live on their 

land peacefully and free of oppression and violence. Pray 

also that they would cast all their burdens and concerns 

onto Jesus even when confounded by confl icting belief 

systems.—EJD

Patamona People of Brazil and Guyana
Day 5
Hebrews 4:13
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Is he not the God of Gen-

tiles too? 

This passage of Romans 3:21-
29 is a glorious one, because 
it tells us that God loves 
everybody. People are saved 
not by the performance of the 
works of the Law, but by faith 
in Jesus Christ, who gave his 
life to conquer the darkness of 
our sin. The path to becoming 
a child of God is the same for 
all mankind. The very God 
that we worship is the same 
God over the entire human 
race, even though the Waimiri 
Atroari people may not have 
heard of Him yet. Still, their 
folklore is similar to the bibli-
cal story of creation, the fall of 
man and a redeemer. So they 
may be receptive to biblical 
teaching on creation and sin 
entering the world. Pray that 
someone will soon teach 
the Waimiri Atroari about 
their savior, Jesus Christ, so 
they can understand the lov-
ing kindness and grace that 
awaits them.

A s the beetles 

clicked, the sun 

set behind the cur-

tain of foliage. Th e 

delicate Waimiri 

Atroari boy sat on 

Grandmother Yuki’s 

lap, his big black 

eyes fi xed on her 

creased and animated face. She said, “When the son 

of Tupa will come to visit us, then all that our people 

fear will be hidden again in the tucuma nut.” 

Yuki had just narrated to her precocious grandson the 

story of the tucuma nut, from which all the horrors 

in the world were unleashed. Th is is a story that the 

Waimiri Atroari people pass down from generation to 

generation. Yuki herself still remembered the fear in 

her grandmother’s eyes as she droned in her distinc-

tive voice about how Caboclo and his wife had broken 

open the nut, and darkness engulfed the whole earth. 

Yuki had gasped while her grandmother continued, 

“Not only darkness, but all those night creatures that 

so terrify us will get you.” Yuki had often pondered 

the fact that the woes of the world occurred because 

of that primeval curiosity and off ense. She also awaits 

deliverance from the son of Tupa, the great god who 

created the world.

Pray that the Waimiri Atroari people of Brazil will come 

to know that the Creator God has indeed come to earth and 

has made provision for the forgiveness of sins and deliver-

ance from darkness through His son Jesus Christ. Pray that 

when they hear the gospel message they will know it is the 

fulfi llment of their dreams.—EJD

Waimiri Atroari People of Brazil
Day 6

Romans 3:29 
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Then choose for yourselves 

this day whom you will serve. 

Choice is a great privilege—
and a fearful responsibility. 
The greatest choice any indi-
vidual or group will ever make 
is which god it will serve. 
Today as personal freedom 
is often exalted over virtue, 
the call to serve another may 
sound like foolishness. Yet 
even when carnal men think 
themselves most free, they 
fi nd themselves in bondage 
to lust, greed or materialism. 
Scripture reminds us that God 
has created people for Himself, 
to love and serve Him. If we 
reject God and worship some-
one or something else, bond-
age and idolatry result. When 
we serve God wholeheartedly, 
we experience spiritual free-
dom. In the words of a hymn, 
“Make me a captive, Lord, and 
then I shall be free. Force me 
to render up my sword and I 
shall a conqueror be.”

Pray for the Atikum-Uma 

people to chose Christ rather 

than spiritual beings that are 

trying to destroy them.

The Atikum-Uma people have a very diff er-

ent idea of what healing means than we do. 

Knowledge of how to prepare a “healing” brew from 

the jurema plant root has passed from generation to 

generation in the Atikum-Uma tribe. Th ey begin at 

the bottom of the Oma Mountain where the “sacred” 

plant grows prolifi cally. O Paje, a spiritual leader, 

chooses roots that face the rising sun. Th e outer bark 

is removed and the inner bark is put in a contain-

er full of cold water and squeezed repeatedly until 

the water turns deep reddish brown. Th en mediums 

drink the psychoactive brew as part of a trance pos-

session ritual that beckons the “enchanted beings of 

light.” Th ese demons move into the bodies of medi-

ums who perform a special dance that means, “Long 

live the jurema.” None of this group knows the eter-

nal Jesus, whose blood heals us spiritually. 

Several years ago, the tribe lost their rights to their 

indigenous land in the interior state of Pernambuco, 

Brazil. White people burned their houses and took 

their land away, claiming the Atikum-Uma were not 

Indians. Th ey had to show an indigenous tradition 

to re-establish their Indian identity and reclaim the 

land. Th us, the jurema ritual has become even more 

important to them.

Pray that God will send workers to harvest the spiritual 

souls of the Atikum-Uma people. May the Atikum-Uma 

people learn about Jesus and receive Him as Savior and 

Lord so that they can have spiritual healing. —AK

Atikum-Uma People in Brazil
Day 7
Joshua 24:15 
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Himarima People in Brazil
Day 8

2 Samuel 22:3

The Himarima people are lost people, spiritually and 

even physically. Th ey live in total isolation in the 

Amazon Rainforest. Th e only way people became aware 

that they existed is an event that happened in 1986. 

Ten Himarima Indians came looking for help from 

some river people. Th e two women were crying and 

looking with fright at the jungle. Th eir language was 

unknown, so there was little verbal communication. 

Th e people they sought help from sexually assaulted 

the two women and killed them. Th ey also killed a 

teenager and one child. Two other children died from 

other causes. Th e four remaining children lived as 

slaves in the killers’ household.

Nobody has heard from the Himarima people since 

then. Certainly God knows where they are. Recently, 

archaeologists have discovered the remains of an un-

known civilization in the Amazon. Perhaps soon these 

lost people will be found.

Th ere are undoubtedly many tribes like the 

Himarimas hidden in the Amazon River Basin. At 

this time, there are tribes that have no name and are 

known only by the river or tributary they live near. 

Th ere must also be groups that are even more remote.

Pray for the survival of these people who are dear to God’s 

heart. Ask God to lead loving Christians to them. Pray 

that the Holy Spirit will prepare their hearts and that 

one day we will meet some of the Himarima people in 

heaven.—AK

The Lord is my rock, my 

fortress and my deliverer; 

my God is my rock, in whom 

I take refuge, my shield and 

the horn of my salvation. He 

is my stronghold, my refuge 

and my savior—from 

violent men you save me.

The Himarima people desper-
ately need a place of refuge. In 
today’s reading, it’s clear that 
they face abuse from those 
who live near them, and as a 
result, they might no longer 
survive as a people. Right now, 
their places of refuge from 
more powerful groups are the 
remote parts of the jungle. 
Though they need a physical 
place of refuge, they need a 
spiritual one as well. Christ is 
the only one who off ers refuge 
from spiritual darkness. 

Pray that somehow, Christ-

bearers will reach these 

people who desperately 

need refuge.
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But Lord, Gideon asked, 

how can I save Israel? My 

clan is the weakest in Ma-

nasseh, and I am the least 

in my family. 

The Juma people, who are 
heading towards extinction, 
could say the same thing that 
Gideon said thousands of years 
ago. But, like Gideon, God loves 
the Juma people and has a pur-
pose for them in His Kingdom! 
Their purpose is not mere sur-
vival, or greater status, or more 
people, but to serve the One 
who created the universe. 

Pray that the few Juma 

people will rise to the honor 

of serving the King of the 

Universe. 

“ W hat happened to the Juma people? I under-

stand there are only fi ve individuals left: a 

father with his three daughters and a granddaughter. 

At one time they were more numerous. What is be-

ing done to help them?” 

A new worker with indigenous people was talk-

ing with her regional director, who replied. “Most 

people believe the Jumas were once part of the Tup-

Kawahib, a people who migrated to the Madeira 

River region of the Amazon in the 17th century. 

About 3,000 of these tribals split off  from the groups 

and called themselves ‘Juma’ meaning ‘fi erce.’ At one 

time there were 12 to 15 thousand Jumas. Today they 

are identifi ed with the Tupi-Guarani language fam-

ily, called Kagwahiva. After successive massacres, 

disease and the expansion of industries and develop-

ment, their population was reduced to a few dozen 

people in the 1960s. You are right about how few 

there are today. Th ose fi ve were relocated to a Uru-

en-wau-wau village. Th e father and his daughters 

have all married Uru-en-wau-waus. However, if they 

do not return to their Juma territory they will lose 

their land and developers will try to take it.”

Both the Juma and the Uru-eu-wau-wau people have 

continued to live in simple isolation with a few new 

benefi ts from the Brazilian government, especially 

related to medical help. Th ere has been no sustained 

outreach to touch the hearts and souls of these peo-

ple with the much-needed good news of the Lord. 

Pray that there will soon be a way for them to respond to 

the gospel.—PD

Juma People
Day 9
Judges 6:15 
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…in order that I might 

have a harvest among you, 

just as I have had among 

the other Gentiles.

Paul’s single–minded vision 
should be an encouragement 
to Christians today. In this 
verse he reminds the Romans 
of his primary ministry—
preaching the gospel to the 
Gentiles. Many Christians set 
out on the path of bringing 
the gospel to the nations, but 
become sidetracked by good, 
perhaps even urgent tasks, 
such as other forms of church 
work or Christian ministry. But 
who will go to the nations? 
We need thousands of new 
workers who, like Paul, will 
focus exclusively on the task of 
reaching the nearly unreached 
people groups that have no 
church of their own. Who will 
go to the small people groups 
like the Matis?

“The Matis are the most 

exotic tribe in the 

world, but because they have 

been exploited by outsid-

ers, the Brazilian govern-

ment no longer permits 

visitors to go to the vil-

lages of Aurelio and Beija 

Flor. However, I could ar-

range for you to meet some 

of their leaders outside of 

Brazil’s Indigenous Reserve. 

Th ey enjoy telling people 

about their culture.” Dr. 

Dan Panteous, a friend 

and researcher of the Matis 

Indians, was sharing this in-

formation with interested visitors. 

Life for the 300 Matis people of Brazil has seen little 

change over hundreds of years. Th ey live in primitive 

shelters, and most of their food is obtained through 

hunting game, such as monkeys that they kill with 

blowguns. Fishing and some agricultural foods supple-

ment their diet. Ritual ceremonies are a major part of 

their lives. Preparations for the rituals involve paint-

ing bright pigments on their unclothed bodies, wearing 

masks and sometimes covering their bodies with clay.  

Th e Matis people have serious physical problems, es-

pecially hepatitis, which has diminished their popula-

tion. Although the government has made attempts to 

help them, the greatest contributions towards upgrading 

their health care and standard of living have been from 

Christian sources that provide water fi lters. Th e Matis do 

not know their Savior or the saving grace of Jesus Christ. 

Pray that God will send well-equipped servants to them 

with water fi lters and the Water of Life.—PD

Matis People 
Day 10

Romans 1:13b 
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In Him was life, and that life 

was the light of men. The 

light shines in the darkness, 

but the darkness has not 

understood it.

Notice the attitude of the 
Yawalapiti leader concerning 
the spirit world. He does not 
want to lose the Yawalapiti 
“spirits” along with other 
aspects of their “culture.” The 
light shines in the darkness, 
but mankind prefers darkness. 
Perhaps many think that they 
must retain their traditional 
spiritual beliefs for “cultural” 
reasons, but it’s actually, as 
John said, that people prefer 
darkness over light because 
their deeds are evil.

Pray that the Yawalapiti 

people will fl ee to the light 

of Christ, and forsake the 

darkness of the spirits they 

worship.

“ When I was born, there was just one house 

in the Yawalapiti village with only 12 liv-

ing people. So many had died from disease. It was 

very sad. Today we number 180.” Speaking softly 

in Portuguese, Chief Aritana was telling a National 

Geographic photographer the story of survival of his 

people. “My father, Kanato, met the Villas Boas 

brothers in another village. Th ey were the ones who 

saved us and other tribes over 50 years ago by mak-

ing the government promise to protect our land. Th at 

is why it is now called Xingu Reserve. One brother, 

Orlando, came with my father and saw the sadness. 

He helped us with medicine and things needed so we 

could again return to the life we once had. He did 

not try to make us diff erent like the missionaries. I 

do not want my people to lose their identity as others 

have in the reserve. We still have our spirits, music, 

tattoos, dances, and we live off  the land. We meet 

with other tribes and instead of killing we enjoy the 

Huka-Huka (a ritualized wrestling tournament).”

Th e Yawalapiti people were once exploited by merce-

naries and Portuguese settlers, which almost caused 

their extinction. However, the secular eff orts to pro-

tect them have kept them in a spiritual darkness with 

no knowledge of the Living God. 

Pray that doors will open for culturally sensitive work-

ers to befriend the Yawalapiti people and tell them about 

the wonderful Savior who can give them an abundant 

life.—PD

Yawalapiti People
Day 11
John 1:4
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But if anyone has the world’s 

goods and sees his brother 

in need, yet closes his heart 

against him, how does God’s 

love abide in him?

One of the best ways to glorify 
Christ and take the gospel to 
a tribe is to identify methods 
that will help them economi-
cally as well as sharing the 
gospel. In today’s entry, we 
read about the positive eff ects 
of a cosmetic company that 
provides trees to be planted 
and harvested by a tribe in 
the Amazon River Basin. This 
cosmetic company then buys 
some of the harvest, which 
provides the tribe with an 
income. Likewise, there are 
other organizations that buy 
coff ee at a “fair price” so 
that coff ee growers and their 
workers can both make an 
honest profi t. What can we do 
to glorify Christ by training the 
people in ways that will help 
them economically while, at 
the same time, giving out the 
gospel of Christ?

Pray for discernment on 

this issue.

“The owl is not of this world. Th e owl hoots when 

someone is about to die. He asks ‘Who is going 

to die?’ Th e Yanawanas answer, “Yes, it is true there 

is someone here who is about to pass over to the other 

side.” ‘Give me the name,’ hoots the owl, ‘and I will 

look after him for ever.’” Chief Tashka was talking 

to a business friend from the Aveda cosmetic com-

pany (located in Blaine, Minnesota) who was visit-

ing his village of Nova Esperanca, located in Brazil’s 

Amazon rainforest reserve. “When the owl comes to 

hoot for me,” said Tashka, “I want to feel that I have 

done my best for my people. Th e 13,000 Urukum trees 

you gave us are growing well and soon we will be able 

to provide your company with more of the rich juice 

from their seeds. Because of your help we have jobs, 

schools, better medicine, mosquito nets, and a book 

written in our own language. We are prosperous and 

moving forward, yet you have respected our culture.” 

Chief Tashka has been a global advocate for the 

protection of the rainforest and his 700 Yawanawa 

people. Although their life has seen improvement, the 

Yawanawas maintain their spirit worship and ethnic 

traditions including polygamy. 

Pray that Chief Tashka will come to know that the greatest 

gift he could give his people is to direct them to God’s truth. 

Pray these people will soon give all their worship to their 

worthy Creator.—PD

Yawanawa People
Day 12

1 John 3:17



18

As you go, preach this 

message: ‘The Kingdom of 

heaven is near.’ Heal the sick, 

raise the dead, cleanse those 

who have leprosy, drive out 

demons. Freely you have 

received, freely give.

Does this sound like a mes-
sage that the Uru-Pa-In peo-
ple need to hear? It certainly 
does! This is a people group 
crippled by health problems. 
This can be a great opportuni-
ty for the brethren to share the 
spiritual and physical blessings 
off ered by the Great Physician.

Let’s pray that these mis-

sionaries will have the nec-

essary means to help them 

to be physically well and 

spiritually whole. Pray that 

these workers will take the 

Kingdom of God to these suf-

fering people.

I t took every ounce of strength for Ramirez to 

paddle his canoe down the Jiparana River. Just a 

month ago he was strong and healthy, but now ma-

laria has weakened him so much that all he wanted 

to do was sleep. But sleep wasn’t possible when there 

was so much work to do. Th ere were fi sh to catch, 

and yucca, corn and peanuts to grow. 

Ramirez is part of the Uru-Pa-In tribe that lives in 

Brazil’s Pacaas Novos National Park, located in the 

western Rondonia State near the Bolivian border. 

Because of its altitude, temperatures can get down 

to freezing in the Uru-Pa-In homeland. Th ere are a 

wide variety of tropical plants in this park. It is also 

a region where those that want to tap rubber come, 

so the Uru-Pa-Ins and other tribes have had contact 

with the outside world for decades. During the fi rst 

half of the 20th century, an estimated 70 percent of 

the tribes in this region became extinct. Members of 

this tribe often suff er from malaria, pneumonia and 

tuberculosis. 

Th e good news is that Christ’s ambassadors can come 

to the area, though it is only accessible by river travel. 

Th ese missionaries can bring medicine to help the 

Uru-Pa-In people with their many health needs.

Pray for medical missionaries to come to Rondonia State 

to help the tribes with their health needs. Pray for these 

animists to be healed of their physical and spiritual needs 

as they put their faith in the Great Healer.—KC

Uru-Pa-In People of Brazil
Day 13
Matthew 10:7-8
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It has always been my 

ambition to preach the gos-

pel where Christ was not 

known, so that I would not 

be building on someone 

else’s foundation. 

This verse could be the motto 
of all frontier mission-minded 
Christians! Paul was certainly 
a leader in the early Church 
both in spiritual and orga-
nizational matters. But his 
heart was always concerned 
with the frontiers of the 
gospel, where Christ had not 
been named. Of course there 
are many people who need 
to be won to Christ here at 
home and in other cultures 
that already have a church of 
their own. And certainly new 
Christians must be trained 
well. Yet we must not forget 
Paul’s example. 

Pray that the Lord will raise 

up modern day “Pauls” to 

go to completely unreached 

tribes like the Kalapalo 

people of Brazil.

A hush fell over a 

Kalapalo family 

as each person simul-

taneously looked to 

the darkening sky for 

“Th e Shadow.” Th is 

shadow was the spirit 

of their deceased 

patriarch, coming to 

visit his grieving family for the last time before he trav-

eled east (in the direction of the sunrise) to forever live 

in the village of the dead.

Th ese completely unreached people are prime for mis-

sionaries to bring the gospel for two reasons. First, 

God has uniquely prepared this people to receive the 

Messiah through their own indigenous folklore, which 

includes a creator of all things (Kwatini), and a fe-

male savior fi gure from whom all men originally came 

(Sakefenu). In addition, they believe that upon death, 

all men travel to an eternal village in the sky where 

the sun rises. God has already placed eternity in their 

hearts, and missionaries can introduce Kwatini and 

Sakefenu to them as God the Father, and Jesus Christ, 

the fi rstborn of all Creation. 

Secondly, through no eff ort of their own, the Kalapalo 

Indians of Central Brazil live in a national reserve 

that is protected on all sides and has been completely 

isolated from the Brazilian social and economic infl u-

ences that reach almost every other tribe. Th us, their 

culture is undisturbed by the outside world and sur-

rounding tribes, which gives missionaries a clean slate 

to start introducing the gospel. 

Pray for God to raise up a team to bring the gospel to this 

truly unreached people group.—MB

Kalapalo People of Brazil
Day 14

Romans 15:20 
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How beautiful are the feet 

of those who bring good 

news! 

In Middle Eastern cultures, 
then and now, the feet are 
considered to be the most 
ugly and disgusting part of 
the body. Even today, people 
insult one another by showing 
the bottom of their feet. But 
in this statement, Paul de-
scribes the feet of missionar-
ies as “beautiful.” These feet 
are beautiful, whether they 
take the good news to a large 
people group, or to a small 
one like the Nahukwas.  

Pray that God will encourage 

and empower missionaries 

to go to small tribes.

How many people must a group have in order 

to justify missionary eff ort? Agencies have 

wrestled with this question for years, and usually 

place a priority on the larger groups of people in need 

of evangelization or Bible translation. Perhaps a bet-

ter question to ask is, how few people must a group 

have in order for God to commission His people to 

go to them? Th e Nahukwa Indians are an isolated 

Brazilian tribe that live in the Xingu National Park. 

Th ere are 92 precious people who have not yet heard 

the saving message of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Mission agencies rightly need to give high priority to 

larger people groups as they make value judgments 

on which languages have a more immediate need for 

Bible translation and missionaries. However, if Jesus 

said that a man with 100 sheep would leave his fl ock 

of 99 to go after one lost sheep, should we not be 

equally as concerned for the 92 Nahukwa people who 

have yet to hear the gospel? Truly it is the will of God 

that none of these people perish (Matt.18:12-14).  

Several years ago it was reported that Nahukwa lead-

ers would welcome Native American nurses and 

school teachers. A neighboring tribe of Christian 

Indians responded to that need.  

Pray that God will anoint the eff ort of believing Native 

Americans to take His truth to the Nahukwa people. Pray 

for open hearts among the Nahukwa people.—MB

Nahukwa People of Brazil
Day 15
Romans 10:15 
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To the only wise God be 

glory forever through Jesus 

Christ! Amen. 

Notice that the God of cre-
ation is called the only wise 
God. He is the only One wor-
thy of our worship and praise. 
The Bible does not leave room 
for any God but the God of 
creation. The Juruna and 
Kayapo tribes are beginning 
to give up their ancient sha-
manistic ways, making room 
for the God who created them. 

Pray that soon these two 

tribes will give glory and 

praise to the only wise God 

through Jesus Christ.

Day 16
Romans 16:27 

Boom! It was a sound never heard before above 

central Brazil’s Xingu National Park. Th ough 

many wanted to run the other way, some of the brave 

Juruna and Kayapo men ran towards the sound. 

With hearts pounding, they found the wreckage of a 

Brazilian aircraft. One hundred and fi fty four peo-

ple lay dead. When outsiders came, the Juruna and 

Kayapo people were able to help them gain access to 

the wreckage. Without the help of these local tribes, it 

would have been very diffi  cult for outsiders to navigate 

the jungles and rivers to get to the remote spot.

One of the Kayapo leaders, Megaron Txucarramãe, 

wanted to help in another way. According to the be-

liefs of the peoples in this region, relatives of the de-

ceased needed to go to the site to free their loved ones’ 

spirits for the afterlife. He wanted to lead bereaved 

relatives to the crash site.

Outsiders are not new for the Juruna people. In 1640, 

a European explorer by the name of Heriarte men-

tioned the Juruna people in his notes. Today, the 

Juruna people live in the Xingu National Park, in 

Brazil’s central Matto Grasso State. Traditionally they 

have been shamanistic, but there have been few, if any, 

shamans among them for the last 20-30 years. Some 

of them wear crucifi xes. 

Pray for these brave people to fi nd meaning in the One 

who was crucifi ed to pay for their sins.—KC

Juruna and Kayapo Peoples
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How, then, can they call 

on the one they have not 

believed in? And how can 

they believe in the one of 

whom they have not heard? 

And how can they hear 

without someone preach-

ing to them? 

How many people in the 
world still haven’t heard of the 
Lord Jesus? It is very diffi  cult 
to say. The Bible is translated 
into languages that are spoken 
by 90 percent of the world. 
Christian radio broadcasts 
blanket the earth. But there 
are about 8,000 small people 
groups who don’t yet have 
any members in the body of 
Christ. They need Christian 
missionaries who understand 
their language and culture so 
they can have fellowship and 
grow in Christ. 

Pray that groups like the 

Wayanas may soon hear 

about Christ within their 

own culture!

M any Western congregations have attendees 

numbering more than 415. Does God dis-

miss an entire ethnic group because they have fewer 

members than such a church? Jesus died for even one 

Wayana Indian who reaches out to Him from their 

lands near the head of the Paru River in Brazil. Yet 

there are 415 who are “insuffi  ciently evangelized” ac-

cording to one source. 

Many mining companies have now applied for per-

mits to mine in the area reserved for indigenous peo-

ples like the Wayanas. Confl ict is brewing; 11 miners 

have recently been killed by locals. 

Were the miners to come into a village when the 

Wayana people were celebrating “Marake,” they 

would see people in tall masks representing a bird 

they believe was involved in creation. Th en they 

would see containers fi lled with Tucandeira ants 

placed on the chest of a young person on the thresh-

old of adulthood. While they may receive as many 

as 50 excruciating bites or more, the youth must stay 

still and quiet so he can “enter into adulthood.”

Pray for the Holy Spirit to soften the hearts of the 

Wayanas toward the gospel, and for the Lord to call 

workers to make disciples of them. Pray for the salvation 

of many Wayana souls. Pray that the Wayana people will 

not harm those who come into their villages and that this 

tribe will be protected from the onslaught of the outside 

world.—PE

Wayana People
Day 17
Romans 10:14 
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I am obligated both to Greeks 

and non-Greeks, both to the 

wise and the foolish…to 

preach the gospel.

Paul’s obligation was not a 
promise or a formal contract, 
but a demand deep within 
his conscience. Rather than 
leisurely carrying out some 
religious responsibility, Paul 
eagerly fulfi lled his debt of 
gratitude to the One who had 
paid a great price for his salva-
tion. We, too, are under such 
an obligation to reach the 
unreached people groups like 
the Akurio. You may or may 
not be called to go to them, 
but today you can pray that 
someone will go and tell them 
about our wonderful Lord, 
Jesus Christ. 

Pray also that the Akurio 

people will be receptive to 

the Savior when workers 

come to their villages.

Sisi scrambled from the 

treetops to the rainfor-

est fl oor, his bare feet pad-

ding softly but swiftly over 

vines and around fallen logs. 

“People come by the river,” 

he warned his father.  His 

father answered, “Th ey will 

pass by. We are invisible in 

our jungle home.” 

Later in the day Sisi plopped 

down on some soft moss 

beside the warm camp-

fi re to chat with his mother 

who had just prepared the 

late-day meal. Th is family is 

one of the less than a dozen 

speakers of the Akurio language. Most members of 

their tribe have joined with the local Trio Indians, and 

now speak only Trio. Th ey were literally taken to the 

Trios by missionaries around 1970 when outsiders dis-

covered them. Akurio knowledge of the forest is greatly 

respected by the people of southeastern Suriname where 

they live. But this one handful of Akurio people con-

tinue to live as they have lived for millennia in the heart 

of the forest garden, silent shadows in a dappled world.

Th ese unique aboriginal people are living in total spir-

itual obscurity. Th ey have never heard the gospel and 

are completely without someone to tell them the true 

story of the Creator who brought their beloved rain-

forest into existence. 

Pray for someone to take them the message of Jesus. Pray 

that the person God calls will be sensitive to the loveliness 

of their culture and will simply introduce Jesus and His 

ways to this unreached tribe.—PE

Akurio People of Suriname
Day 18

Romans 1:14, 15
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I n God’s wisdom, He creates people (plants in His 

garden) with many beautiful attributes. Some are 

fair, some are clever, some are wise, and others are 

industrious. To the Tiriyo he gave the gift of natural 

immunity to an array of viruses.  

Th e Tiriyo people, also known as Trio, live in the 

northern portion of the Suriname and the Brazilian 

border area. Th ey are walking miracles in that they 

have great immunity to many viruses. So far antibod-

ies to 38 viruses, common to the rest of the planet, 

have been identifi ed in the blood of the Tiriyo people. 

From Brazil and Suriname, both Catholic and 

Protestant missionaries have contacted the 2000 

Tiriyos. Th ese missionaries have brought many 

changes by introducing crops they had not grown be-

fore and teaching them animal husbandry. Th e fruit 

crops have also helped enrich their diet, but raising 

animals for food did not connect with the people’s 

view of the world. Th ey made pets of them all! Th is 

might be because their mythical legends and stories 

tell of the special powers of the forest animals.

Pray for the salvation of the Tiriyo People and the 

strengthening and deepening of faith for those who have 

found Jesus and responded to His call. Pray for their pro-

tection from the rapidly encroaching changes invading 

their lives. Civilization is introducing them to money, 

motorbikes, satellite dishes, and televisions. Also pray for 

the establishment of churches in their area. Ask God to 

protect their hearts from sin.—PE

Tiriyo (Trio) People
Day 19
Romans 12:4 

Just as each of us has one 

body with many members, 

and these members do not all 

have the same function….

Many people describe mis-
sionaries as the legs in the 
body of Christ. They do the 
stepping out; without legs, 
the body would go nowhere, 
stagnated and growing fat. 
But the legs would be nothing 
without the rest of the body. 
The head, of course, is Christ. 
Congregations can be seen 
as the trunk, to provide vital 
support functions for the legs. 
The legs cannot be strong 
unless the trunk is strong as 
well. Rejoice today that even 
though you may never be able 
to be Christ’s legs by becom-
ing a missionary, you can be a 
vital part of the missionary en-
terprise through your fi nancial 
and prayer support.

Pray that the Father will 

teach us how to make the 

trunk healthier!
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…in all these things we 

are more than conquerors 

through Him who loved us.

It’s interesting that the secular 
press referred to the change 
in allegiance from animistic 
gods to Christ as a “conquest.” 
Now the Guajajara believe 
that they are “more than con-
querors” for the sake of Christ. 

Pray that the Lord will use 

the Guajajara people to 

“conquer” many hearts in 

other nearby tribes.

Christian missionaries have “managed to ‘conquer’ 

up to half the population of some [Guajajara] vil-

lages”. By conquer the writer means that a large num-

ber of inhabitants in the villages have already turned 

to Christ in response to the eff orts of Protestant, evan-

gelical missionary work.

But this was not always the case. Th e Guajajaras of 

Brazil have a long history of confl ict with the outside 

European world. From their fi rst encounter in 1615 

until the early 20th century, they faced repeated attacks 

and persecution. In 1901, one of their chiefs, Cauire 

Imana, united several villages to destroy a Capuchin 

missionary outpost. Later, a militia group defeated 

them. Th is “Alto Alegre revolt” stands as an important 

event in their history. In more recent years, illegal log-

gers and settlers have attacked and killed individual 

Guajajara people with no government response.

Despite the confl icts, a movement to Christ among 

the Guajajara people continues. Recently a group of 

Guajajaras met people from a nearby nomadic group, 

the Awa. Th is latter group generally avoids all con-

tacts with outsiders. But on this occasion the Awas 

approached the Guajajaras, spoke with them and even 

touched them. Th en something frightened them, and 

they disappeared into the forest.

Pray that the Guajajara believers will continue to wit-

ness to their own people and “conquer” them for Christ 

with His love. Pray that Guajajara evangelists will reach 

out to the Awa people and other unreached groups in their 

area.—GC

Guajajara People of Brazil
Day 20 

Romans 8:37
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People soon become thirsty 

again after drinking this 

water, but the water I give 

them takes away thirst 

altogether. It becomes a per-

petual spring within them 

giving them eternal life.

The Samaritan woman Jesus 
was addressing understood 
something that the Guato 
people of Brazil also know: 
water is life. Without it, we 
cannot survive. Jesus was try-
ing to get her to understand 
something that the Guato 
people also need to grasp: 
We all need spiritual water for 
survival and that only comes 
from the One we call the 
Water of Life.

Pray that the Guatos and oth-

er tribes of the Amazon River 

Basin will soon understand 

their need for spiritual water.

“ Water is important 

since there is no 

life without it. Our people 

cannot move away from 

our wetlands because our 

life is bound to water. We 

draw our food from water. 

In the water we maintain 

our homes, and we live 

without harming our envi-

ronment,” says one Guato 

man. Th ey call themselves 

“people of the river.” North 

American researchers call 

them “aquatic nomads.”

Once considered extinct, the 

Guato Indians now number approximately 400. Th ey live 

in the Pantanal Region of southwestern Brazil, the larg-

est wetland area in the world, and one of the most pris-

tine and biologically diverse areas on earth. Some of this 

region spills over into Paraguay and Bolivia.

In the past, they practically lived in their canoes. Th e 

women sat in back to steer, while the men hunted 

from the front of the canoe. During the dry season, 

from April to October, the Guatos sometimes even 

spent the night on the river in their canoes. Only 

during the rainy season do they move to a high, dry 

spot of land and erect temporary shelters. 

Today, some of the Guato have menial jobs, while 

some of the men serve as guides for eco-tourists. 

About 20 percent consider themselves Catholic, and 

about 80 percent practice folk religion.

Pray that the Lord would send hearty evangelical mis-

sionaries to live in the vast Pantanal Region. Pray that 

the Guato will come to know Christ, the true Living 

Water.—JWS

Guato People
Day 21
John 4:13-14  (Living Bible)
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From the fullness of His 

grace we have all received 

one blessing after another.

It would be hard for strug-
gling peoples like the Ofeyas 
to believe that blessings come 
from a loving, caring God who 
controls the Universe. They are 
nearly extinct as a people be-
cause of outsiders! Does God 
permit such things to happen? 
Is God really in control? Is 
Satan causing their demise?

Pray that as the peoples of 

the Amazon River Basin face 

the grim realities of today’s 

world, they will not put 

the blame on the One who 

wants to bless them.

I t’s a sad story. Th e Ofeya 

Indians have been relocat-

ed, expelled, resettled, trans-

ferred, and forced to move six 

times within 10 years. Once 

numbering in the thousands, 

fewer than 60 survive today. 

Th ey’ve fought for years to re-

gain their tribal lands, only to 

be met with compromise, delay 

and legal maneuvering. Once 

able to support themselves by fi shing, hunting and food 

gathering, today they hold menial jobs on coff ee planta-

tions, cattle ranches and in small factories and business-

es owned by wealthy, non-indigenous people. 

Th ey now live in an area where alcohol is readily avail-

able, further draining their meager incomes. Once a 

month a doctor and a dentist come to their settlement. 

Th eir life expectancy is just 37.7 years. Children die 

from curable and preventable illnesses, due to inade-

quate medical care. A non-indigenous teacher con-

ducts school for 15 students at diff erent grade levels, 

using standardized Brazilian textbooks printed in 

Portuguese. Only a handful of older Ofeya Indians 

can still speak their native language. “You see the 

world by the words you have,” said one woman. Th eir 

world, their culture and their language are rapidly be-

coming extinct.

Pray that their native language would remain alive. Pray 

for Christian linguists to reach the Ofeya Indians with the 

message of God’s love, and the news of a secure, unchang-

ing, heavenly home for them. Pray that these people will 

fi nd their niche in the new, radically diff erent world they 

are forced to live in.—JWS

Ofeya People
Day 22 
John 1:16



32

Do not conform any longer 

to the pattern of this world, 

but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind. 

Then you will be able to test 

and approve what God’s 

will is—His good, pleasing 

and perfect will. 

One of the major diff erences 
the gospel makes in the lives 
of Christ’s followers is that 
they can know and practice 
God’s perfect will. Now that 
the Kaingang people have the 
Bible in their own language, 
they now have  the opportu-
nity to personally know the 
God who came to give them 
abundant life that cannot 
be taken away. The results 
for their earthly lives are 
encouraging.

Thank the Lord for the abun-

dant life now lived out by 

the Kaingang people! 

U rsula Wiesemann served with the Summer 

Institute of Linguistics (SIL) for decades among 

the Kaingang people of southern Brazil. Upon her 

arrival in 1958, she had met a group who had lost 

all sense of self-respect. Th ey walked with stooped 

shoulders and sad, long faces. All their contacts with 

the outside world had convinced them that they were 

stupid and worthless. Th ey had no written language 

and struggled to learn Portuguese, usually abandon-

ing the eff ort. Gradually, Ursula encouraged a few to 

learn both Portuguese as well as Kaingang, which 

she had put into written form. One student, Galdino, 

learned to pose his own content questions as follow-

up to stories they had read. Th is proved a turning 

point for him and other students as well.

After more than 40 years of transcription, transla-

tion and instruction, Ursula says “the old patterns of 

hopelessness are no longer visible.” Th eir leaders are 

now bilingual and increasingly well educated. Not 

only are they well educated, they read the Bible in 

their own language and understand the message of 

hope it portrays.

Although they still face incursions from illegal 

poachers and loggers, they are gaining the ability 

to address these threats. From a dwindling popula-

tion fi ve decades ago, they have regained numbers to 

about 25,000.

Pray that the Bible in their language will speak to the 

hearts of the Kaingang people and their leaders. Pray that 

the number of believers among the Kaingang people will 

grow as their population blossoms.—GC

Kaingang People of Brazil
Day 23
Romans 12:2 
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God’s Name is blasphemed 

among the Gentiles 

because of you. 

One of the main obstacles 
keeping the Native American 
peoples from coming to 
Christ has been the greed 
and violence of pseudo 
“Christians” they meet. In 
today’s entry, we read about 
the Tapeba tribe that is being 
driven out of their homeland 
by outside “Christian” people. 
How will they ever know of 
the Christ who laid down His 
life for His Church if all they 
see are outsiders who are 
lawless robbers?

Pray that loving and kind 

ambassadors for Christ will 

go to the Tapeba people and 

tell them of the love of the 

true heavenly Father.

The police fi red shots, and the Tapeba tribesmen 

fl ed into the jungles of Brazil. Some natives fl ed 

in canoes down the swift-fl owing Ceara River that 

runs through their land. Th e Ceara is a tributary of 

the mighty Amazon River. Th e next day the police left 

and the men who had bribed them brought in trucks 

and began chopping down trees. Th ey would leave no 

tree behind in their quest to make money. 

Th ere are 15,000 Tapeba tribesmen living in the heart 

of the Amazon jungle. Th eir language is already ex-

tinct. Th e last speaker of the Tapeba language has died 

and all members of the tribe now speak Portuguese. 

Intruders, out to harvest the rich lumber on the 

Tapeba reservation, threaten the very lives of this peo-

ple group who depend on the trees and plants for their 

survival. Many Tapebas have already been killed by 

those who want to steal their land and resources. 

Th e Tapebas worship nature spirits. No one has made 

a serious eff ort to tell them that salvation is available 

through Jesus Christ. 

Ask God to protect the Tapeba people group from those out 

to kill and rob. Pray that a missionary agency will be led 

to reach out to this people group with the message of salva-

tion. Ask God to end the corruption that allows people to 

exploit the Tapeba and other tribes living in the jungles of 

Brazil.—WK

Tapeba People
Day 24

Romans 2:24 
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Those who have never 

been told about him will 

see and those who have 

never heard of him will 

understand.

Neither Paul nor the disciples 
had any idea how far the fame 
and glory of Christ would 
spread at the time this was 
written. A few short years 
before Paul wrote this verse, 
the idea of sharing the gospel 
with a Roman soldier was very 
strange to Peter. Could any of 
them even imagine what we 
are now seeing the Lord do 
(sending his children to some 
of the most remote parts of the 
Amazon River Basin)? He might 
just be waiting for you to pray 
before he moves his almighty 
hand in one of the world’s 
darkest places! 

Pray that the Lord’s hand 

will reach the Jiripanco 

people this month.

Jiripanco People
Day 25
Romans 15:21 (Living Bible)

Fishermen sat on the banks of the river waiting 

for fi sh to bite. Th e white explorers watching 

from a distance were surprised, not realizing anyone 

lived this deep in the heart of the Amazon jungle. 

Th e explorers knew nothing about these Indians ex-

cept that they were called the Jiripancos. Th is people 

group still spoke their own tongue, not having been 

exposed to the Portuguese spoken in much of Brazil. 

Th e Jiripanco live in such a remote area that outsiders 

contacted them only a few years ago. 

No one knows how long this people group has ex-

isted. In Brazil there are many people groups that 

were formed by the intermarriage of several tribes. 

In Brazil survivors from several decimated tribes 

will often band together for survival. Greedy settlers 

have often driven tribes off  their land, often killing 

many. Right now no one knows if the Jiripanco tribe 

formed as a result of such a massacre. 

Th ere are no known Christian believers among them. 

No outsiders speak their language. Nothing is known 

about the customs of this people group.

Pray that the Jiripanco would be protected from death 

and economic exploitation. Ask God to lead a mission 

agency to translate the Bible for them so they can hear 

the message of salvation. Pray that God would open the 

hearts of this people group so that they may one day em-

brace Jesus Christ as their deliverer.—WK
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As I was with Moses, I will 

be with you; I will never 

leave you nor forsake you.

How precious this promise 
must have been to Joshua 
as he assumed leadership of 
Israel! Right now, the Kariri 
people are in need of a good 
leader who will work on their 
behalf. In a way, Araujo laid 
down his life for his people. 
They need a leader who will 
“not forsake them” just as God 
the Father promised Joshua. 

Pray that the Kariri people 

will soon embrace Christ 

who will never forsake them. 

Pray that they will experi-

ence the indwelling of the 

Holy Spirit who will be with 

them always. Pray for Kariri 

leaders who will lead their 

people to the One who died 

for their sins at Calvary. 

The Kariri people suff ered a signifi cant loss when 

in 1998 their chief, Francisco de Assis Araujo, 

was assassinated. Araujo had worked for over 12 

years for the demarcation of indigenous lands so that 

land rights would be legally recognized. At that time 

Indian lands were being arbitrarily taken over by out-

siders. His murder followed that of another land rights 

worker, an attorney who had won rights for the Kariris 

regarding 68,000 acres in 1995.

Land disputes are just one issue the Kariri people are 

facing. Th eir 8,000 members are also plagued by ab-

ject poverty (perhaps partly because outsiders are tak-

ing their resources). 

Spiritually, the Kariris are better off  than many of 

their neighbors. According to the Joshua Project, fi ve 

percent of them are evangelical. But much work is yet 

to be done.

Pray that those Kariri who love Jesus will hear and re-

spond to His call to go to the nations with His gospel. Pray 

that workers will fi nd ways to help the Kariris in their 

daily lives, to the glory of Christ. Pray for resources like the 

Portuguese JESUS Film to become readily available to this 

tribe. Pray that land rights issues would be settled with 

justice, not to be violated.—JR

Kariri People of Brazil
Day 26

Joshua 1:5 
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You have not strengthened 

the weak or healed the sick 

or bound up the injured. 

You have not brought back 

the strays or searched for 

the lost. You have ruled 

them harshly and brutally.

People have always used 
their power to get what they 
want from weaker nations. In 
today’s reading, we learned 
about the Kaxixo people who 
are having their homeland 
invaded by those who want 
to harvest natural resources. 
When will they hear about the 
“invasion” of Christ, who did 
not take like other invaders, 
but instead gave His life to free 
them from sin?

Pray that soon the Kaxixo 

people will hear of this “in-

vader” who will some day 

bring righteousness and 

justice to the earth.

I t’s the government against “the invisible people.” 

Th e Kaxixo are indeed a small group of people, 

less than 1,000, located in the heart of the Amazon 

River Basin. Th e Brazilian government claims that 

they do not exist, but clearly they do. Th e Kaxixo are 

a tribe located mainly in Martinho Campos as well 

as in the Brazilian state of Minas Gerais. Th ey most-

ly work as fi eld hands and servants for landholders.

Th e Kaxixo people have been seeking recognition of 

their rights as an indigenous group over the past de-

cades. Local landholders have opposed them because it 

would give this tribe more leverage with the local farm 

owners for whom they work. It is the old political story. 

Often indigenous people get caught in the struggle for 

power and control of valuable natural resources. 

Th e Kaxixos feel isolated and invisible, but thousands 

of years ago, God spoke through the prophet Hosea 

to the children of Israel who felt lost and “invisible.” 

“I will say to those who are not my people, you are my 

people!” (Hosea 2:23). In the rest of the verse, the 

people responded, “You are my God.”

Pray that evangelists will have the opportunity to share 

with the Kaxixo people that God loves them and sees 

them in their plight. Pray for their hearts to be ready to 

accept Him and say, “You are my God.”—JS

Kaxixo People
Day 27
Ezekiel 34:4
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Tupinikim People

The Tupinikim tribal leaders looked sadly at the 

healthy, fast-growing forest of eucalyptus trees 

that the Aracruz Celulose Company offi  cials proudly 

pointed to in their eff orts to claim that they had re-

planted the forests after decades of exploitation. One 

of the tribal leaders, and a participant in the Indian 

“Replant Our Hope” movement, sternly responded 

to the Aracruz Celulose offi  cials by saying, “To plant 

eucalyptus is not to replant our hope!” Th e Tupinikim 

people understand that only the reforestation of native 

species can produce food and give them real hope.

In 2007 the Tupinikim and Guarani people were 

awarded 18,070 hectares of Aracruz’s land, thus ful-

fi lling the Brazilian Constitution that says it is the 

responsibility of the government to demarcate lands 

traditionally occupied by indigenous peoples and nec-

essary for their physical and cultural survival. Th is 

decision is the result of a long struggle of the indig-

enous peoples to get their lands back. Th ey sought the 

support of entities, movements, churches, and parlia-

ments both within Brazil and abroad. Th ey knew they 

needed a broad based support in their struggle against 

a company supported by the federal government and 

several left-wing groups.

Pray that in their struggle to regain what is rightfully 

theirs, that the Tupinikim people will encounter true be-

lievers who care not only about their lands and their rights, 

but who also care about their eternal souls.—JS

Day 28 
Romans 8:25 

But if we hope for what we 

do not yet have, we wait for 

it patiently. 

What is worthy of our hope? 
We hope for glory to be re-
vealed to us in eternity, and 
we wait for it patiently. We 
must persevere and go on, 
believing that it will hap-
pen. We must also believe 
that there will be a Church 
for those peoples who don’t 
yet have one in their cultural 
sphere. Can we persevere and 
eagerly work together until 
every tribe in the Amazon 
River Basin has a fellowship of 
its own? 

Pray for more missionar-

ies and leaders who will 

hope for what we do not 

yet have—a fellowship for 

every people group!
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For the wages of sin is 

death, but the gift of God 

is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.

This verse is the gospel in a 
nutshell! This is the message 
brought to remote parts of 
South America by YWAM 
workers. Our sin has separated 
us from the Creator, resulting 
in eternal death. But eternal 
life is off ered through Christ 
Jesus! This eternal life is a free 
gift to all who will receive 
it. How will the peoples re-
spond? God has to prepare 
their hearts like He did for the 
Suruaha people.

Thank the Father for His gift 

of eternal life through Jesus 

Christ and pray that He will 

give us the courage and 

selfl essness to do whatever it 

takes to off er His gift to the 

unreached.

In 1967, Marcia and Edgar Suzuki were deep 

in the Amazon rainforest, working among 

the Suruaha tribe, under Youth with a Mission 

(YWAM). How could they communicate the love 

of Jesus to this tribe who had never heard of Jesus 

or even seen anyone from the outside? Th ey knew 

they would need supernatural help and time to get to 

know the subtleties of this culture. 

Supernatural help came unexpectedly one day. An 

elder came to Marcia and said, “Do you know the 

names of Jesus?” Marcia was puzzled, and said, 

“What do you mean?” Slowly, she began to write 

the names the elder told her. It soon became ap-

parent that each name held a powerful meaning 

for the Suruaha people. “Hanadawa,” she wrote: 

(“Th e voice that calls out for you when you are 

lost”). “Mitadawa,” (“Th e one who pays the price 

over debt”). “Agadawa,” (the one who takes the soul 

home”). And “Agisawadawa” (“the one who frees you 

so you can follow him”). 

Marcia was astonished! She asked, “Who told you 

these names?” He said, “Jesus did!” Did Jesus speak 

to the Suruaha directly? Apparently. Th e villagers 

drew great comfort from these names and strength to 

resist the temptation from evil spirits who terrorized 

the people and tempted them to commit mass sui-

cide. Th is could have brought the small tribe of 150 

to total extinction! 

Pray that the Suruaha people will continue to grow in 

their faith in Jesus.—CH

YWAM Work
Day 29
Romans 6:23 
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Tikuna Mission Efforts
“ Water, wa-

ter ev-

erywhere and not 

a drop to drink.” 

Th is familiar ad-

age is ironic when 

it describes a true 

situation near the 

Amazon River. Th e 

Tikuna tribes who 

live along the river where Peru, Colombia and Brazil 

come together, must confront a problem of clean wa-

ter, even in the midst of a great rain forest. 

ASSIST Ministries launched an appeal to Christians 

around the world to help in a well-digging program 

for the Tikuna tribes. Th e request went out 10 years 

ago, and the well digging program has met with some 

success. Th e Tikunas have seen real success with a 

mission eff ort that also started 10 years ago, the fi rst 

indigenous Bible Institute in operation on the banks 

of the Amazon River. Th eir goal is to evangelize the 

Amazonian tribes. 

Th e Tikunas once thought their location on the 

Amazon River was a blessing because they think it is 

a portal to the supernatural. Th is same location has 

proven to be a curse because it has become a mag-

net for drug traffi  ckers who roam the international 

borders skirting Colombia and Peru. To the Tikuna 

youth, alcohol, drugs and money seem to be a way 

out of misery. Tribal leaders are now so desperate that 

they have invited governmental offi  cials to “help us 

save our children.”

Pray for the success in confronting the evils of drug traffi  ck-

ing. Pray for the Bible school and the evangelization of the 

32,600 Tikuna people who are “ insuffi  ciently reached” by 

the gospel.—JS

Day 30
Romans 2:13 

For it is not those who hear 

the law who are righteous 

in God’s sight, but it is those 

who obey the law who will 

be declared righteous. 

This verse is very similar to 
James 1:22, which states, “But 
prove yourselves doers of the 
word, and not merely hear-
ers who delude themselves.” 
Missionary conferences, mis-
sion weekends at churches, 
and mission emphasis weeks 
at Bible colleges are wonder-
ful in raising awareness of 
missions. However, some 
Christians seem to think that 
if they attend these special 
meetings, they have fulfi lled 
their duty. Not so! Each believ-
er needs to play some active 
part in the Great Commission, 
whether through giving, 
praying faithfully, doing cross-
cultural work themselves, or 
sending others. 

Pray that that we will be 

doers of the Word like those 

who are helping the Tikuna 

people obtain the pure water 

they need.
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The God of peace will soon 

crush Satan under your feet. 

In today’s entry you will read 
about missionaries in South 
America who are seeing this 
verse come to life! It took 
the death of fi ve missionar-
ies in 1956, but the Waodani 
tribe that killed these men 
embraced the gospel, and 
now they are taking Christ to 
others. We can have the same 
assurance that Paul expressed 
in his letter to the believers in 
Rome. We can be confi dent 
that God will crush Satan un-
der the beautiful feet of those 
who bring the good news to 
peoples in bondage.

Pray for frontier missionaries 

who are directly challenging 

the dominion of the evil one 

in the Amazon River Basin.

In general, evangelization of the indigenous tribes 

of the Amazon River Basin has not matured and 

grown. Yet it is changing as a result of a number of 

gatherings of Christian tribal leaders who have cre-

ated the “Amazon Region Council for Vision and 

Strategy.” One key meeting in 2008 conducted ses-

sions about animistic worldviews. It is obvious that 

the realities of the spirit world that the tribes interact 

with on a daily basis are mighty forces of evil.

Th e highlight of an Indigenous Consultation in 

Ecuador was when 50-70 mostly indigenous leaders 

from six tribes off ered reports of progress. Spokesmen 

from each local people group shared the hopes and 

needs of their tribes. Two of the killers of the fi ve mis-

sionaries in 1956 (Jim Elliot, Nate Saint and others) 

were at the meeting. One Waodani man said, “My fa-

ther killed the early missionaries. Now it’s our respon-

sibility to preach the gospel! Jesus left all to reach us. 

We need to go to everywhere to take the gospel. Unity 

is most important to reach all people!”

Paul Johnson, President of a mission agency that 

works in this region says of the year 2008, “It’s been 

the year of the greatest blessing and progress I’ve 

seen in 35 years of service.”

Pray that God’s glory will spread to all tribal nations of 

the Amazon River Basin, and may God’s Spirit enable 

and give clear vision to the indigenous peoples as they as-

sume leadership roles.—JS

Amazon Region Council for Vision and StrategyRomans 16:20 

Day 31
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continued from page 4

be happening now. Brazilians are building up a strong economy 

based on the resources they have within their own national 

borders. Brazil has a population of over 190 million people, 

and many of the tribes are under 100 people. Should the entire 

nation remain undeveloped for the sake of a couple thousand 

people? After moving the indigenous peoples to reservations, 

the United States developed the Midwestern states in the 19th 

century. Why shouldn’t Brazil do the same in the 21st century? 

And after all, those who develop this region are providing much-

needed food and other products that the world needs.

However, the cost is very heavy for the peoples of the Ama-

zon jungles whose lives are being destroyed. Some will escape 

further into the jungle. Others will try to stop the intruders, 

but fail. With no skills for the modern world, many will wind 

up being beggars and prostitutes in the cities. Others will die 

from diseases introduced by outsiders. Is it right to sacrifi ce 

these tribes for the sake of “progress”?

If we learn from history, we know that mankind has a consistent 

pattern: the strong prey upon the weak. Like the Native Ameri-

cans in the United States who were easily defeated by American 

forces in the latter part of the 19th century, the Brazilian Indians 

can easily be destroyed by powerful outside forces. As time goes 

on, these groups will be assimilated or destroyed. 

Two Opposing Forces
Th ere are two opposing forces in Brazil. One side wants to 

modernize and take advantage of Brazil’s abundant resources. 

Th ey might be cattle ranchers, soybean farmers, oil drillers, 

or miners. Th e other side is Brazil’s National Foundation for 

the Indigenous Peoples (FUNAI) that is trying to keep all 

outsiders from having contact with the indigenous peoples. 

Survival International publicizes injustices against the indig-

enous peoples in an attempt to create international pressure 

against encroaching outsiders.

 
Brazilians 
are building 
up a strong 
economy 
based on the 
resources 
they have 
within their 
own national 
borders.

Reaching the Isolated Peoples of the Amazon River Basin
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Reaching the Isolated Peoples of the Amazon River Basin

Despite the eff orts to keep outsiders away from the indig-

enous peoples, this region continues to be transformed by 

outside forces. Th e reason is, perhaps, obvious. According to a 

May 15, 2008 article in BBC News, there are huge economic 

incentives to develop this region. To this day, no one can 

come up with a realistic economic incentive not to develop 

the Amazon River Basin. Even those who cut logs illegally in 

this region are able to become wealthy.

And thus, some of the fastest growing economies of the world 

today are those that border the Amazon River Basin. Brazil-

ians, and to a lesser extent, the Peruvians are exploiting these 

resources for their own profi t. Th is, of course, is to the detri-

ment of the indigenous peoples, not to mention the entire 

world, since the vegetation in this region produces much of 

the Earth’s needed oxygen.

Th e Amazon River Basin is the location of most of the 

world’s isolated tribes. Th ere are peoples there that are only 

known by the name of a nearby river, according to Dr. Dale 

Kietzman of Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL). No 

one knows the exact number of people groups that fi t this 

category, but estimates range from 67 to 400. To confuse 

matters further, some tribes became extinct during the 20th 

century. In 1900 there were 230 tribes in Brazil. Other tribes 

are merging. However, according to one Christian source, it is 

now it is up to 250, and their population is growing.

How Will They Get the Gospel?
To a follower of Christ, there are some diffi  cult issues regard-

ing these vulnerable tribes. Apart from issues having to do 

with the environment and tribal protection, Christ himself 

gave us the Great Commission to go into all the world and tell 

every people group about the saving power of Christ. Th ough 

God reveals Himself to some degree to even the most isolated 

groups, it will take outsiders to bring them the knowledge of 

Christ’s redemption. Ideally, these outsiders would be from 

The Amazon 
River Basin is 
the location 
of most of 
the world’s 
isolated 
tribes.
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Reaching the Isolated Peoples of the Amazon River Basin

tribes that live a similar lifestyle. Th ere are a couple of good 

rules to follow when approaching these isolated tribes.

First of all, don’t contact them if anyone in your team is 

sick. Even the common cold could be devastating if the 

tribe has no immunities. Stay outside their tribal area, but 

be accessible to them. Th at would help ensure that you 

aren’t spreading contagious diseases. It would also allow 

them to live in their natural state. Secondly, use women 

rather than men whenever possible. Women are seldom 

viewed as a threat. Th irdly, it is important to adapt to their 

culture. Eat what they eat, and learn their language from 

the time you make contact. Fourthly, make yourself useful 

to them. Th is could involve giving them useful gifts like 

metal tools, and teaching them better farming methods and 

crafts. A good missionary example is Sophie Muller, who 

taught a tribe the Word of God. Th e result was that as they 

embraced His Word, counter-productive superstitions and 

lifestyles were replaced with godly living that helped them 

to prosper in every way. GPD

Let’s Pray!
Pray for God’s intervention on behalf of isolated tribes that could 

easily be destroyed.

Pray for God’s ambassadors to help rather than hinder the lives of 

these tribes. Missionary work has had a bad reputation with South 

American governments dating back to the 17th century Catholics. At 

times, 20th century Protestant work has contributed to this reputa-

tion as well.

Pray for the work of the ALTECO network, a group of Latin-

American agencies. Th ey hope to develop appropriate strategies and 

evangelistic eff orts to reach these people for Christ.

Pray for Christ to reveal himself to the isolated tribes of the Amazon 

River Basin even before they encounter the outside world.

Pray for God’s 
intervention 

on behalf 
of isolated 
tribes that 

could easily 
be destroyed.




