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At 15 years old, 

Shamil already 

understands three 

languages. He used 

the Avar language 

in the fi rst fi ve years 

of school. Th en the 

system switched 

to Russian for the remaining years. His parents and 

grandparents speak Tsez at home, and this is his 

heart language. Th at language has not been convert-

ed to written form yet. At this point in time, all Tsez 

history and legends come to him orally.

Census counts indicate more than 20,000 Tsez 

people live in southern Dagestan, in the Russian 

Federation. Th ey live among steep rugged mountains 

that isolate them from outsiders. Th ey practice Sunni 

Islam and share many cultural practices with neigh-

boring groups.

Among the nearby groups, the Bezhtas have a similar 

language in a written form. Th ey received a copy of the 

Gospel of Luke in their own language in 2000. Shamil 

has seen this special book. Now he wants one in his 

own language. Th e Institute for Bible Translating indi-

cates that this project is already underway.

Pray that the translation of the Tsez language will prog-

ress smoothly. Pray that gospel portions into Tsez will ac-

curately reveal the saving message of Jesus. Pray that the 

Holy Spirit will prepare Tsez people to receive the Word 

when His story is told in their language.—GC

Tsez People
Day 19
Proverbs 30:5

Every word of God is fl aw-

less; He is a shield to those 

who take refuge in Him.

Small people groups like the 
Tsezs must learn many other 
languages to communicate 
with their more numer-
ous neighbors. None of the 
peoples of this diverse region 
have the entire Bible in their 
own language. They cannot 
read or hear the “fl awless” 
words of the Lord. How can 
they take refuge in Him with-
out His Word?

Pray that the fl awless Word 

of God will soon come to 

the Tsez people and their 

neighbors.
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It is to a man’s honor to 

avoid strife, but every fool 

is quick to quarrel.

Like it or not, the Kabardin 
people live in a land where 
strife and violence are a 
daily threat. For many Muslim 
peoples, it is considered to 
be a source of honor to pay 
back blow with blow. But the 
Bible says that it is a source of 
honor to avoid strife.

Pray that the Kabardin peo-

ple will soon experience the 

honor of obeying the Lord by 

avoiding the strife they see 

all around them.

The Kabardins 

live with vio-

lence and instabil-

ity. Numbering over 

520,000 in Russia, 

they are almost inac-

cessible due to poli-

tics, culture, geogra-

phy, and linguistic complexity. Yet God wants to reach 

this Sunni folk-Islamic people with a gospel that can 

speak to their hearts and give them peace and stabil-

ity, if only they will let Him!

In the 18th century, a number of Kabardin people in 

what is now North Ossetia-Alania became Orthodox 

Christians. Th eir conversion, however, may have been 

a “conversion of convenience” for land and status in 

Czarist Russia. Today’s Orthodox Kabardins need to 

be studied and discipled.

Despite their enforced uniformity and conservatism, 

the Kabardins are hospitable, friendly, dependent 

upon and respectful of God. Th ey sense His sover-

eignty, although they are ignorant of His grace and 

agape love. In their shame/honor society, they need to 

know that Jesus bore their shame on the cross.

Pray that missionaries will become friends with someone 

within the Kabardin community who can open their soci-

ety to Christ’s ambassadors. Pray for the Bible to be trans-

lated into their language. Pray for revival and discipleship 

of the Orthodox Kabardins so they can eff ectively reach 

out to the Muslim Kabardins. Pray that both Orthodox 

and Muslim Kabardins will sense God’s grace and agape 

love.—TP

Kabardin People
Day 20 

Proverbs 20:3
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I am the good shepherd. 

The good shepherd lays 

down His life for the sheep.

The Karachay people have 
known many “shepherds” 
throughout their history, and 
all of them came to take ad-
vantage of them, not to care for 
their needs. The Mongols, the 
Russians, all of them! You can 
understand how people with 
such a history could have trouble 
trusting anyone from the out-
side. What will it take for them 
to trust the Good Shepherd who 
laid down His life to pay for the 
sins of the world?

Pray that outside missionar-

ies will come to the Karachai 

people and win their trust, so 

they can introduce them to 

the true, Good Shepherd of 

all mankind.

The Karachay people have been pushed around 

for 800 years! Th eir present location in southern 

Russia along the Georgian border near the Black Sea 

is the result of having been pushed there by Mongols 

in the 1200s. Th ere they joined the Alans, a tribe that 

lived in that region. In the 1800s they settled along the 

Kuban River; and in 1943 the Russian Communists 

deported them to Kazakhstan for the duration of World 

War II. Today they live in both rural and urban com-

munities. Most are still semi-nomadic.

In addition to raising cattle, sheep, and goats, rural 

Karachay grow barley, hay and corn. Th ey also gather 

berries, fruits and herbs for food. Th ese are supple-

mented with dairy products. 

Th e culture of this Turkic people is family-centered 

and Islamic. Each family has its own council led by 

family elders of both genders. Like all the peoples of 

the Caucasus region, they value hospitality. 

Th eir Islam is not orthodox. It is a blend of beliefs and 

rituals from their pre-Islamic past. Th ere are less than 

100 known followers of Jesus among them, although 

they have some parts of the Bible in their language. 

Pray for the completion of the Bible in their language. 

Pray for God to protect and empower any eff ort to take 

the gospel to the Karachay people. Pray for Russian 

Christians to witness to them. Pray for the overthrow 

of spiritual principalities and powers that keep the 

Karachay people from embracing their Savior.—TP

Karachay People
Day 21
John 10:11 
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Again Jesus said, “Peace be 

with you!” 

Imagine being given a tortur-
ous death on a cross! Imagine 
bearing the sins of the entire 
world! We can’t imagine what 
Jesus went through to pay 
for it all. But He did it, and he 
maintained peace through 
it all. While He was on earth 
Jesus showed others how to 
have peace in the midst of the 
worst circumstances. With 
the promise of His peace and 
His presence, the Kubachai 
people would have nothing to 
fear. However, they do not yet 
know what Jesus did to give 
them abundant life and peace. 

Pray that soon the knowl-

edge of Christ’s peace and 

atoning sacrifi ce will spread 

to every Kubachai village.

The Kubachais are a Muslim people who live in 

Dagestan and are noted for their skills in crafting 

metal ware and knitted goods. Th eirs is not an idyl-

lic life, however, due to political unrest in the region. 

Th e Kubachais live in an area with many problems. 

Ethnic strife abounds, as does social dislocation since 

the collapse of the Soviet Union. Th e old ways are dy-

ing and new ways of life are still being born.  Tensions 

between Russia and Georgia over Ossetia increase the 

insecurity for people like the Kubachais.

Th ey live in a region in need of peace and stability, yet 

their situation is not hopeless. Th e gospel can make a 

positive diff erence in their lives. Th rough it, they and 

their culture can be born again to new life in Jesus. Yet 

the only “Christians” that they know are the Russians, 

who use brute force to get their way. Th e Kubachai 

people do not want, nor do they need religious sys-

tems. At this point, they have never experienced a re-

lationship with their loving Savior.

Pray that the failure of Islam and other religious systems to 

bring peace will not go unnoticed by the Kubachais. Pray 

for missionaries to demonstrate through love and deeds 

the diff erence between organized religion and a relation-

ship with Christ. Pray for a relaxation of tensions between 

Russia and Georgia.—TP

Kubachai People
Day 22 

John 20:21a
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I have other sheep that 

are not of this sheep pen. 

I must bring them also.... 

and they shall be one fl ock 

with one shepherd.

The gospels provide us with 
four perspectives of the Lord 
Jesus, each emphasizing some 
particular aspect of His person. 
Yet each gospel clearly pres-
ents His command to take the 
good news to the entire world. 
Here we read Jesus’ gentle 
reminder of the global nature 
of the good news. “Other 
sheep” may be understood 
as “other nations,” or “other 
peoples.” Let us exhort each 
other in the church to remem-
ber all the other sheep from 

“every tongue, tribe, people, 
and nation” that are not yet 
in the fold! Let us think and 
pray about how we can share 
the news of Jesus with the 

“other sheep,” the unreached 
peoples of the world.

Pray that we will be faithful 

to reach out to, and pray for 

these other sheep like the 

Karatas.

W ho would concern themselves with a people 

group of just 6,400 living in Dagestan, an iso-

lated, mountainous region of southwestern Russia? 

Th e answer is, of course, God. He had a specifi c 

reason for creating the Karatas. He situated them in 

their homeland for a purpose, and He is now zealous 

to share with them the message of salvation through 

His Son, Jesus Christ.

Th e reason the Karatas remain unreached is no mys-

tery. Dagestan is a remote region, home to dozens of 

ethnic groups, most of them much larger than the 

Karatas. Th ey have been Sunni Muslims since the 

16th century and continue to engage in witchcraft, 

along with the worship of nature and the appease-

ment of spirits.

Again, the question arises: Who would spend their 

time and energies in order to evangelize a tiny com-

munity of people who practice folk Islam? And again, 

the answer is: God. A better question might be: 

Who will answer His call to go to the Karata people? 

Perhaps He’s calling you.

Pray for laborers to hear and respond to God’s desire to 

reach the Karata people with His love. Ask Him to move 

among the Karatas, preparing their hearts to receive the 

good news of salvation in Christ. Pray that the Holy 

Spirit will free them from the bondage of Islam and wel-

come them into the great congregation of nations, peoples, 

tongues, and tribes who will one day worship around His 

throne in heaven.—CL

Karata People
Day 23
John 10:16 
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Do you see a man skilled 

in his work? He will serve 

before kings; he will not 

serve before obscure men.

God has a purpose for every 
person and every people. The 
Khinalug people may seem 
too obscure to be part of His 
plan, but they are not forgot-
ten. Could it be that there are 
many among them who could 
glorify Him by using their 
skills for His glory?

Pray that soon this seeming-

ly “obscure” people will serve 

before the King of Kings.

Photographs of the Khinalug homeland look a lit-

tle like pictures of the surface of the moon! Th ere 

are some beautiful mountains and rivers, but there are 

also vast expanses of bare ground and rocky earth that 

appear to be uninhabitable.

While “barren” might be the word to describe their 

environment, the word that defi nes the Khinalug peo-

ple themselves is obscure: “not discovered or known 

about, not important or well known.” For centuries 

they have lived in a single village hidden away in what 

is now the Republic of Azerbaijan. Th ere are only an 

estimated 2,100 Khinalugs.

Like many of their neighbors, the Khinalugs are fol-

lowers of Sunni Islam, mixing liberal amounts of ani-

mism with their submission to Allah. For instance, 

they often perform rituals in order to bring rain.

Th e Khinalug are certainly obscure in terms of be-

ing unfamiliar and even undiscovered by many. But 

they are important to God, and He knows them quite 

well! When Jesus commanded His disciples to go into 

“all” the world and make disciples of “all” nations, the 

Khinalug were certainly meant to be included.

Pray for the Khinalugs to appear on the “radar screens” of 

today’s ministries, churches and missions groups. Ask the 

Lord to give His laborers a deep and abiding love for the 

Khinalugs and a desire to see them reached with the gospel. 

Pray for the Khinalugs to awaken to the truth of salva-

tion in Jesus Christ and be open to hearing the Word of 

God.—CL

Khinalug People
Day 24

Proverbs 22:29
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“If a man owns 100 sheep, 

and one of them wanders 

away, will he not leave 

the 99 on the hills and go 

to look for the one that 

wandered off ?”

This verse can be used to il-
lustrate the dire predicament 
of any people group in the 
North Caucasus, not just the 
Khvarshins. Adam and Eve 
were their ancestors, and the 
true and living God is not will-
ing that any should perish. We 
have all wandered from our 
creator and savior.

Pray that the Good Shepherd 

will fi nd the wandering 

“sheep” of the North Caucasus 

such as the Khvarshin people.

Khvarshin People
Day 25
Matthew 18:12b

J esus tells us about a shepherd who had 100 sheep, 

yet went looking for the missing one (Luke 15:4). 

He also tells about a woman who had 10 coins, yet 

spent much time and energy looking for one lost 

coin. We may worship with a large number of people, 

while the tiny group of Khvarshin people remains 

lost in false beliefs about Christ. God seeks to draw 

them into His family. As His children, we can join 

the quest to reach them through prayer!

Th e Khvarshin people are Sunni Muslim in name, 

but they practice shamanism and animism. Th ere are 

no known followers of Christ among them. Th ese 

sheepherders have large, close-knit families. Th ey 

are industrious, making woolen products, shoes and 

wooden furniture. Th ough the Bible is not trans-

lated into their local tongue, nearly every village 

includes people who speak Arabic and can translate 

the Arabic Bible into the Khvarshin language. When 

some turn to Christ, no doubt they will share His 

truths with their loved ones. 

God wants us to invest time and eff ort into praying 

for the lost Khvarshin people. Do you believe that 

our prayers can change their lives?

Pray that God will raise up faithful workers and inter-

cessors for the Khvarshin people. Ask the Holy Spirit to 

reveal Jesus Christ to these dear ones. Pray especially for 

heads of families to accept Jesus as Savior and Lord.—AK
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Can a blind man lead a 

blind man? Will they not 

both fall into a pit?

The Kryz people are used 
to spiritually blind lead-
ers. Without the humanly 
impossible kind of obedi-
ence that comes only from 
the Holy Spirit, teachers and 
disciples will both fall into a 
pit. Leaders taught the Kryz 
people new “laws” that did 
nothing for them but make 
them tools of the Soviet state. 
There was no spiritual trans-
formation in their communi-
ties. Today, they are in danger 
of falling into the trap set by 
Islamic teachers who have an 
ungodly agenda for them. 

Pray for spiritually astute 

believers to go to the Kryz 

people and turn them from 

spiritual blindness. Pray 

that the Kryz people will 

understand that they need 

the power of the Holy Spirit 

to have true spiritual trans-

formation that will lead to 

eternal salvation.

Customs and old ways that have endured for cen-

turies ended for the Kryz people in the 1950s 

and 1960s. Most of these people only remember the 

new, modern ways. Th ough the Kryz people are few 

and they live in mountainous terrain 6,560 feet above 

sea level, the Soviet government replaced those in 

authority with their own offi  cials. Village elders lost 

power to Soviet Communist leaders.

Th e people, especially the children, underwent indoc-

trination through “education.” Th ey were no longer 

isolated from cultural change. Th eir work and leisure 

activities altered. Th e mass media introduced a new 

way of thinking and acting. Alcohol abuse increased.

Some old ways remain after the fall of Communism. 

Th e marriage ceremony has changed, but they still 

intermarry only within their own people group. Th us, 

kinship remains an important part of their society.

Although they live in the least accessible areas of the 

North Caucasus, enduring bitter cold winters and cool 

summers, our prayers can cross these boundaries and 

warm their hearts.

Kryz beliefs embody a mixture of Islam and pagan tra-

ditions. Why hasn’t Christ moved into Kryz hearts? 

Could a lack of prayer play a part? We can reme-

dy that today along with 73,000 GPD intercessors!

Pray that the Kryz people will learn how they can become 

the bride of Christ and experience kinship with Father 

God. Plead with the Holy Spirit to reveal truth to the 

Kryz people. Ask God to draw them into warm fellowship 

with Christ’s followers.—AK

Kryz People
Day 26
Luke 6:39
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Come to me, all you who 

are weary and burdened, 

and I will give you rest.

Like most of the peoples in the 
Caucasus Region, the Akhvakh 
people desperately need 
their burdens lifted. Imagine 
the burden of generations of 
confl icts, building up every 
year! Before they can unload 
that burden, they must take 
Christ’s yoke upon them and 
learn from Him. How will this 
happen? Are there serious 
Christians who are willing to 
go to them?

Pray for the Akhvakh people 

to soon learn from Christ, so 

their burdens can be lifted.

D aud kept his chin up and smiled as he surveyed 

the fi eld of carrots he had just planted. He 

knew that this land wasn’t good for growing crops, 

but his family had managed to make the vegeta-

bles grow. “We know how to use our hands and our 

heads,” Daud thought proudly.

His smile quickly turned to a scowl when he saw his 

neighbor, Ali, riding a horse about 100 yards away. 

Th e previous month, Ali dared to disagree with 

Daud regarding the best time to plant carrots. I’ll 

never invite him over again,” Daud thought bitterly.

Daud is one of the 6,500 Akhvakh people. Th ey have 

bravely and patiently managed to turn poor soil into 

good farmland through their years of eff orts. But 

like many of the peoples of the northern Caucasus 

Region, their relationships can easily be damaged 

by a disagreement. Daud probably won’t have a civil 

relationship with Ali for years to come. It’s very pos-

sible that the damaged relationship will continue into 

the next generation.

Th e Akhvakh people nearly became Christians dur-

ing the 14th century when the nearby Georgians 

were powerful. But Islam prevailed. Th e Akhvakh 

people have been fi ghting neighbors for centuries, 

both Christians and Muslims.

Pray that the Prince of Peace will invade the hearts of 

these strife-weary people. Pray that they will have rest for 

their souls. Pray that they will learn from Christ how to 

settle disputes in a positive manner.—KC

Akhvakh People
Day 27
Matthew 11:28
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Tabasaran People

As the linguist listened to the Tabasaran village el-

der, he was amazed at their tumultuous history. 

Th e Tabasarans live in the Caucasus Mountain region 

of Dagestan. Perhaps it has been their tenacity and 

stubbornness that has helped them to repeatedly repel 

foreign invaders and even refuse the Soviets’ eff orts to 

relocate them out of the highlands and into the low-

land towns and collective farms. Th ey simply refused 

to go! Th ey are considered the original aborigines of 

the area.

Th e Tabasarans have been Muslim since the 9th cen-

tury, but surprisingly there are even traces of early 

Christian elements in their culture. Th ey live in clan 

groups in small villages, and today the clans still re-

main intact. Th ey are skilled artisans, but are suff ering 

unemployment due to industrialization. 

Th e New Testament in their language is completed 

and was published in 2009 along with a Tabasaran 

Children’s Bible Story Book. Th e JESUS Film is 

available in their language and has had a real impact 

on many. 

Pray for Holy Spirit led workers for Tabasaran communi-

ties. Pray for strength, courage, and wisdom for the more 

than 100 Tabasaran believers. Pray that their natural 

tenacity will make them faithful ambassadors for Christ 

throughout the Caucasus Region. Pray that the JESUS 

Film will have a strong infl uence among the Tabasaran 

people.—JS

Day 28 
Psalms 144:3

Lord, what is man, that You 

care for him, the son of man 

that You think of him? Man 

is like a breath; his days are 

like a fl eeting shadow. 

Man is nothing! Nothing but 
a breath that lasts for a mo-
ment or a passing shadow. 
Furthermore, other parts of 
Scripture, especially the fi rst 
chapter of Romans, tell of 
man’s evil desires and sinful 
nature. Doesn’t it cause God 
pain to constantly woo the 
unreached peoples like the 
Tabasarans, who are in rebel-
lion against Him? Yes, indeed! 
But because of His love, His 
righteousness, and His holy 
character, God pursues un-
believers so that they may 
have abundant life just as 
we, His children do. In order 
to be righteous ambassadors 
of Christ, shouldn’t we be 
doing all we can to draw the 
unreached to Christ? 

Ask the Lord how He wants 

you to pray for the un-

reached peoples.
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Jesus said, “It is fi nished.” 

With that, He bowed His 

head and gave up His spirit.

What is fi nished? You might 
ask. Because of the fall of 
Adam and Eve, Satan claimed 
authority over the peoples of 
the earth. With Jesus’ sacrifi ce 
of Himself, He entered into a 
horrid struggle to reclaim His 
own, what was His by right of 
creation. Jesus won the victory 
over the evil one. The war over 
Satan’s claim to those peoples 
still in darkness is fi nished, 
and Christ is the victor. Satan’s 
claim is fi nished for eternity! 
All he can do now is deceive 
the nations into taking a path 
that leads them away from 
the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world.

Pray that God’s children will 

quickly tell them the good 

news of Christ’s redemption. 

Praise God for redeeming 

those who call on His Name! 

It is fi nished!

How do you take the 

message of Jesus 

Christ to Kazakhstan, 

a country just south of 

Russia? Of course, mis-

sionaries are one way, but 

it is often diffi  cult for them 

to gain entry and accep-

tance. Th ere is a way to 

gain access to every home 

that has a radio. 

FEBC radio has found a 

way to share Christ with 

Muslims. Jesus is mentioned 

in the Qu’ran (Isa is Arabic 

for Jesus), and Muslims are 

instructed to obey His teachings. FEBC is using that 

path to share the gospel message with Muslims.

Th e goal is to reach countries with large Muslim 

populations. Th is is why FEBC is targeting Russia 

and Kazakhstan with Project Isa. One Kazakh be-

liever said, “We must do everything we can to let the 

people know Christianity is not a Western religion, 

but rather a relationship with the Father through 

Jesus Christ.” 

Th e program director of FEBC-Russian Ministries re-

cently said, “At this historical point, we can either infl u-

ence these countries by helping the people know Christ 

and build a relationship with the one true God…or we 

can watch history change forever as the Muslim infl u-

ence alters the very fabric of these people.”

Pray for FEBC as they expand their radio outreach to 

Muslims around the world with Project Isa. Pray for 

receptive hearts to hear the message in Kazakhstan and 

beyond.—JS

Far East Broadcasting Company (FEBC)
Day 29
John 19:30
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Global Recording Network (GRN) 

Did you know 

that some-

one can put up 

their cell phone and 

hear a gospel mes-

sage? Yes, it is pos-

sible, and Global 

Recording Network 

(GRN) is adding 

this to its arsenal of 

oral methods of sharing the gospel message! Before 

written communications, there was orality, a reliance 

on spoken rather than written language for communi-

cation. Connecting people groups with oral communi-

cators is the highest priority of GRN.

As amazing as it seems, technology has advanced to 

the place where most new cell phones can also serve 

as audio players. More people use cell phones than 

are literate! Even in the most rugged, isolated regions 

of the world, the local people have cell phones. GRN 

is developing a program that can reach millions of 

people with cell phones. A missionary or evangelist, or 

even a lay believer, can easily be equipped with a large 

number of recordings. 

Th ere are diff erent ways that fi les on cell phones can 

be used. You could play them on speaker-phone to a 

group, or you can even beam the message from one 

phone to another. Once a short message has been 

played, the listener almost always wants to hear more. 

Pray for receptive ears. Pray that GRN can improve the 

specifi c technologies involved in using cell phones this way. 

Pray that missionaries and evangelists can add the use of 

cell phones as one more strategy for reaching their target 

group.—JS

Day 30
Acts 4:10-11

It is by the Name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, whom 

you crucifi ed but God raised 

from the dead…that [the 

man who was lame] stands 

before you completely 

healed…. Salvation is 

found in no one else.

In obedience Peter and John 
proclaimed the Lord’s salva-
tion in Jerusalem. They were 
so bold that they were called 
before the religious council to 
defend their actions. What was 
their defense? Simply the Name 
of the Risen Lord Jesus Christ. 
Because Jesus was raised 
from the dead, Peter insisted, 
“There is salvation in no one 
else! There is no other Name 
by which we must be saved.” 
Without salvation in the Name 
of the risen Jesus, the un-
reached peoples of the world 
have no hope for eternity. 

Pray for an understand-

ing of what God revealed to 

Peter among the peoples of 

the North Caucasus Region. 

Pray that the Holy Spirit will 

remind us of the reality of 

heaven and hell, and of the 

saving power of the gospel.

These Muslim teenaged girls can now use 
their cell phones to hear about Jesus.
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“How can I [understand],” 

he said, “unless someone 

explains it to me?” Then 

Philip began with that very 

passage of Scripture and 

told him the good news 

about Jesus. 

Philip asked the Ethiopian 
(probably a Gentile proselyte) 
if he understood what he was 
reading, and the man admit-
ted that he did not. Many 
valuable literature and radio 
ministries are being conduct-
ed today among some of the 
world’s unreached peoples. 
But small unreached people 
groups like the Nenets often 
have the same problem as the 
Ethiopian eunuch: they need 
further face-to-face explana-
tion of what they read and 
hear. The Great Commission is 
a call for God’s people to live 
among peoples isolated from 
such opportunities. 

Pray for more face-to-face 

laborers who will begin from 

the Scriptures and preach 

Jesus to unreached peoples.

I t’s one of the 

coldest places in 

the world. Russia 

sent many prison-

ers to this area to 

work. Th e Komi 

district of north-

ern Russia near 

the Arctic Circle is an inhospitable place to live; but 

this is also a region where New Testament Church 

(NTC) missionaries are spreading the gospel, plant-

ing new churches, and demonstrating the compassion 

and love of Christ.

Th is tundra area is where an indigenous people called 

the Nenets live. Th eir lifestyle revolves around herd-

ing reindeer and breeding Samoyed dogs used to help 

herd the reindeer and pull sleds. Alcoholism is a seri-

ous problem as well as unemployment, but the NTC 

missionaries have successfully been able to reach 

them. Th ey visit these tent-dwelling nomadic people 

to teach and disciple them. To do so, they must rent 

an off -road vehicle with large tires that enables them 

to navigate through deep snow in the winter and 

swamps in the summer.

One missionary sent out by NTC has started a 

church in the largest city, Syktyvkar, with 200 mem-

bers. NTC has started 10 churches in diff erent cities. 

Th ey are also working with the homeless and unem-

ployed. Th ey have soup kitchens that give the home-

less one hot meal a day.

Th ank the Lord for this eff ort to glorify Christ’s Name. 

Pray for spiritual receptivity among the Nenet peo-

ple. Pray also that believers will remain strong in their 

faith.—JS

Work Among the Nenet People of Russia
Day 31
Acts 8:31-35 
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continued from page 4

ent. Heartland regions are complex with four levels 

of bureaucracy to overcome (this dislike of foreigners 

does not just apply to North Americans, but to any-

body not from their region, even Russians).

10. Offi  cials are pervasively corrupt at every level. Th ey ma-

neuver to obtain a bribe at every opportunity. Th ere is a 

discernable pattern in the power structure. Th ey need to 

pay back the people who put them in their position. 

Th e following sins are prevalent in the Northern Caucasus:

1. Many forms of lying are honored. 

2. Carousing and drunkenness.

3. Unbelievable rates of abortion. 

4. Ghastly abuse of women and children.

5. Power struggles.

On the other hand, there are also strengths in the culture that 

will help get the gospel out.

1. Th eir hospitality is unparalleled anywhere in the world.

2. Friendship is considered more valuable than your 

bank account. Banks are unstable but, to the people 

in this region, friends are your bank account, even 

prospective friends. Here is a key insight: all of the 

resistance issues mentioned above can be overcome 

through deep friendships.

3. Th ere are three levels of relationship: acquaintance, 

friend and kunakh. If you become a kunakh, you have 

the highest order of friendship with deep commit-

ment. As a kunakh you become part of one another’s 

family. Th ey are responsible for you as long as you 

are in their home. It’s an amazing gift of friendship, 

and provides considerable safety. Initially it slows you 

Friendship is 
considered 
more valuable 
than your 
bank account. 

Reaching the Hard to Reach
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down, but eventually it speeds you up.

4. Th ey have a strong sense of dependence on God and 

a deep faith in His sovereignty. Th ey accept God’s will 

for their lives and they don’t question Him.

5. Priority of reverence and respect for God. Th ey stop 

and excuse themselves to go pray.

6. Sense of time. People have time for each other. In the 

Northern Caucasus, it’s an honor to have someone drop 

in on you. Th ere is a strong sense of inclusiveness. Th ey 

are encouraged when you enter into their world. Th ey 

love to have you participate, be part of their experience, 

celebrate culture, and be good listeners.

7. Extended family is strength. Th ey look out for their 

second cousins and more distant family members.

8. Th ey have a deeply ingrained respect for the elderly. 

Th ey give them honor, deference, respect, and they 

listen to them. 

An issue facing the culture is that, once you get beyond the 

family obligations, there is no concept of unselfi sh agape love.  

Here are strategies to reach these people groups for Christ:

1. Begin regular persistent prayer for the Northern Cau-

casus nationalities.

2. Encourage your church to adopt one of the people 

groups mentioned in this current prayer guide.

3. Pray that God will raise up godly Christians to spread 

the good news throughout this region.

4 Pray that radio and audio-recorded gospel messages in 

the various languages and dialects will be provided to 

the people.

People have 
time for each 
other.
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gestions stated in clear and simple language.
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nating accounts of the responses of tribal people to the fi rst proclamation of the gospel 
through storytelling.

Th is study gives extensive examples from storytellers’ own experiences. Tracing the 
movement of the biblical stories across multiple generations of tellers and listeners, 
storytelling is found to be superior for knowledge transfer and for bypassing resis-
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ness of biblical narrative among oral learners.

1-800-MISSION 
or (423) 282-9475 ext. 299 from outside the US

www.missionbooks.org




