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The Sovereign Lord will 

wipe away the tears from 

all faces…. In that day 

they will say, “Surely this is 

our God; we trusted in Him, 

and He saved us.” 

Wherever there are small 
children, there will be tears. In 
the case illustrated in today’s 
story, a little girl is living with 
her aunt and uncle. Instead of 
being embraced as a family 
member, she is treated like a 
servant. Instead of being ac-
cepted for her position in the 
family, the girl must perform 
to earn her keep. That is some-
thing worth crying about!

Pray that such children will 

soon hunger for and fi nd the 

unconditional acceptance of 

Christ and His family. Pray 

that the Kuka people will 

soon trust in their One True 

God for their salvation.

W hy are 

you cry-

ing Asma? You 

had better fi nish 

your work before 

Mufeeda fi nds 

you. She will be 

mad.” Asma was a 

Kuka orphan girl 

taken in by an aunt because both her parents had died. 

She was expected to do more work than the others. 

Her cousin tried to encourage her by telling a story. 

“Th ere is a Chadian story I heard about an orphan 

named Nidijema. Her name means ‘star.’ Nidijema 

worked very hard, grinding the millet, lighting the 

fi re and getting water from the well just like you do. 

One day she ran away because life was so hard. She 

met death. Death told her, ‘Adorable little star! No 

one can escape life. Here on earth, happiness comes 

from your moral excellence!’” Her cousin then added, 

“You are a good girl Asma. I’m sure things will get 

better.”

About 134,000 Kukas are part of three ethnic groups 

called the Lisi living in central Chad. Th e other 

groups are the Bilaia and Medgo. Th ey live in com-

pact villages run by local chiefs. Th ey are farmers 

and herders and do other work necessary for survival. 

Th ey lack education and much needed medical at-

tention. Deaths from illnesses take many young lives. 

Folk Islam is the religion of the Kukas. Th ey have 

not been touched by the hope of God’s Word. 

Pray that Christian teachers and medical workers will 

soon bring the love of God to the Kuka people.—PD

Kuka People of Chad
Day 23
Isaiah 25:7-9 

“
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“Do you hear what these 

children are saying?” They 

asked Him. “Yes,” replied 

Jesus, “Have you never read, 

‘From the lips of children 

and infants you have 

ordained praise’”?

Gregorian chants, hymns, 
choruses, banners and dance; 
all have been used to praise 
our glorious King. The peoples 
of Africa are noted for their 
creativity and their ability to 
worship the Lord with exu-
berance. Unfortunately, the 
Dangaleat people, as creative 
as they are, cannot worship 
a God that they have not yet 
met. How will they meet the 
One who will accept their 
worship unless someone goes 
to them?

Pray that soon this creative 

people will meet and em-

brace the only One worthy of 

praise and worship.

With the shaking of gourds, simple wooden 

drums and accompanied by clapping, 10 small 

girls moved gracefully into a beautiful dance, mak-

ing them look like majestic birds. Th en suddenly they 

started to move faster and faster as if they could fl y. As 

fast as they started, they stopped. Th en diff erent music 

started and they began to shuffl  e back and forth. Th e 

dancing happily continued. Th is was the favorite game 

of the Dangaleat children: to imitate dances of their 

people and the Arabic people they knew. 

Numbering almost 64,000, the Dangaleat people are 

part of a larger group living in the Hadjeray Region 

of south central Chad. Th eir villages are usually run 

by a chief or headman, who is primarily in charge of 

settling disputes between the villagers. Every village 

also has a “chief of the land” who holds the “religious 

power” of the village. Th e majority of the Dangaleats 

identify themselves as Muslims. However, almost all 

combine their Islamic practices with religious rites 

from their Margais cult. Th is religious tradition mixes 

animism, ancestral worship and some witchcraft. 

Th ere are almost no Christian resources available for 

the Dangaleats in their own language.

Pray that believers will soon bring the knowledge of the 

one and only God to these people who live in fear of the 

spirits and the darkness of superstitions. Pray that the 

Dangaleat people will put their trust in this God rath-

er than in malevolent spirits. Pray that Christian radio 

broadcasts will be available to them.—PD

Dangaleat People in Chad
Day 24

Matthew 21:16
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Food gained by fraud tastes 

sweet to a man, but he 

ends up with a mouth full 

of gravel.

The situation for the Soliman 
Bedouins in Chad is tragic! 
These nomads exploit children 
and use other people’s grazing 
lands. Despite their best eff orts 
to obtain wealth through unfair 
advantage, they are extremely 
poor. Certainly God has a better 
plan for this people who are liv-
ing with “mouths full of gravel.”

Pray for the Soliman 

Bedouins to tire of doing 

things their own ways, and to 

seek out the ways of the Lord.

Soliman Bedouins 
Day 25
Proverbs 20:7

The majority of the Arab Soliman Bedouins 

in Chad live simple lives struggling to have 

enough food for their families. Some of the clan 

leaders have money, and they buy children from poor 

farmers to help graze their animals. Th e contract for 

these children is for one to three years or more. Most 

of them never go home.” Father Bertin was explain-

ing why his Catholic parish and others were working 

to rescue the herd children. 

He continued, “Th e children are forced to work at 

night so they will be unnoticed by the Chadians who 

own the pastureland. Th e Bedouin herdsmen change 

the children’s names, forbid them to speak in their 

native dialect, do not let them converse with people 

from their own ethnic group, and make them adopt 

Islam as their religion.”

Th ere are about 22,000 Bedouins in Chad, and most 

of them live by pasturing their herds. Th eir illegal use 

of grazing land has caused major problems between 

them and some Chadian landowners. Just recently 

some Bedouins have taken wage-earning jobs, which 

they consider to be shameful. Lack of education and 

health care has contributed to their problems. Folk 

Islam is practiced by the Solimans and they are not 

receptive to Christians, even though they have con-

tact with some of them. 

Pray that the selling of Chadian children to Arab herds-

men will stop. Pray that God will use believers in contact 

with these Bedouins to introduce them to knowing God 

and His saving message of Jesus.—PD

“
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Fathers shall not be put to 

death for their children, nor 

children put to death for 

their fathers; each is to die 

for his own sin.

Like the Kajakse people we are 
praying for today, every sinner 
can break with the past. Our 
God of justice does not hold us 
responsible for the sins of our 
forefathers or those of our chil-
dren. We are all responsible for 
our own spiritual lives.

Pray that as the Kajakse 

people face unprecedented 

changes that their elders 

will steer them towards the 

unprecedented possibility of 

having their sins forgiven by 

a loving, just God.

Kajakse people of Chad are at a crossroad, but they 

know little of the Cross of Jesus. If one were to 

work among the Kajakses, one would see a world that 

will be very diff erent for their children than it was in 

the past. Kajakse children are at the crossroad where 

the modern and the traditional collide. In this con-

fusing world, there are no telephones, yet there are 

short-wave radios; no electricity, yet digital watches 

are common; few cars, but many bicycles and mopeds. 

Th ere are primary schools for the next generation, yet 

the teachers are under-trained and overworked, and 

most students lose interest and drop out. Th ere is little 

access to clean water or health care, yet trading at the 

market is brisk. Women wear colorful African dresses, 

and men wear African robes, yet some men are known 

to wear Western-style pants. 

Th e Kajakse people are Muslim, yet they cling to pre-

Islamic beliefs. Th ere are Kajakses who are Christians, 

yet they are very few, and they lack resources, and no 

mission agency is currently working among them. 

Muslims are somewhat receptive to the Injil (the 

Gospels) yet they are suspicious of Christians. Th ey 

believe in visions and dreams and God has been 

thought to speak to them in this way. 

Pray that Christian materials like the JESUS Film will 

soon be available to the Kajakses and that God will speak 

to them through visions and dreams.—CH

Kajakse people of Chad 
Day 26

Deuteronomy 24:16
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When Jesus noticed this, he 

was angry and said to his 

disciples, “Let the  Children 

come to me, and do not 

stop them, because the 

Kingdom of God belongs to 

such as these.”

Who is stopping the children 
from coming to Jesus? In our 
background article, Gerbard 
Strobes pointed out the ne-
glect of Christians and the 
Church at large. In today’s 
prayer entry, you can see how 
well-meaning parents and the 
Islamic religious system keeps 
them from the loving Savior. 

Pray that the Holy Spirit will 

get ahold of Islamic teachers 

who infl uence the children 

of Africa. Pray that they will 

soon help the children to 

come to Him!

O beying his father’s orders, the boy follows the 

aging faqi (Islamic teacher) on the trail leading 

away from his village. He can’t help looking back at 

his hut as it grows smaller in the distance. What will 

life be like for the next four years? He is the fi rst boy 

in his extended family to attend the Qu’ranic school 

for boys. He has been instructed never to question 

the faqi and never even speak to the teacher unless 

he is fi rst spoken to. He dare not risk being sent back 

to his village in disgrace, shaming his parents. 

His people are known as the Fur. Over 1.2 million 

Fur people inhabit villages in the Darfur Province of 

Sudan. A few thousand live over the border in Chad. 

Th e boy hopes Allah will smile on his family while 

he is gone. Will his younger brothers be able to work 

hard enough to make up for his absence during the 

harvest? According to one source, the Fur people are 

99 percent Sunni Muslim “but their religious practic-

es are largely animistic” (http://www.orvillejenkins.

com/profi les/). Th e same source states that there are 

a few Christian believers among them, but they have 

no Bible in the Fur language, no radio broadcasts, no 

gospel recordings, or Christian missionaries. Th ey 

are not hospitable to strangers. 

Pray that the few Christians among them will boldly 

share their faith with their people. Pray that they would 

attract others to the Lord by living out the life of Christ 

in Darfur and Chad.—JWS

Fur People in Chad and Sudan
Day 27
Mark 10:14
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Runga People 

The woman frantically hoes the garden while 

towering black thunderclouds threaten to burst. 

Racing against the storm, she works quickly. She 

hears a faint cry, “Mama, Mama!” She straightens up, 

irritated by the interruption: the storm will start any 

minute. She squints and sees her littlest boy at the 

edge of the fi eld. He’s crying and screaming “Mama, 

mama!” With a sigh she drops her hoe and runs to 

him. Probably his older brothers have made him cry. 

“Mama, come quick! Brother cut! Blood!” He waves 

his arms to indicate that blood is everywhere. Should 

she run to check on her older son? He’s already been 

taught to lick dirt out of a wound and to press a bit 

of cloth against it until the bleeding stops. Or should 

she try to fi nish her hoeing before her husband returns 

from the market? He’ll be furious if he fi nds her work 

is unfi nished. 

Her people, the Rungas, live along the border between 

Chad and the Central African Republic. Th ey farm and 

raise livestock. Th ey are 80 percent Sunni Muslim, and 

there are no believers in Christ among them. Th ey have 

no Christian resources in their own language. 

Pray that the Lord will move many people to pray for the 

Runga people today, and for many months to come. Pray 

that the Rungas’ hearts will soften and be made ready to 

receive the seed of the gospel.—JWS

Day 28 
Proverbs 15:16

Better a little with the 

fear of the Lord than great 

wealth with turmoil.

In today’s reading, you will 
pray for the Runga people, 
who are no strangers to pov-
erty or to turmoil. The fear of 
the Lord is eclipsed by the fear 
of other spirit beings. Let’s 
pray a blessing for these suf-
fering people.

Pray that there will soon be 

a healthy fear of the Lord 

among the Runga people. 

Pray that they will soon 

experience a spiritual and 

physical abundance, and 

peace in their households.
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Th ere is a transfi nite number 

of ways to perceive worship 

and speak loving adoration of 

the God of the Bible.

We, with our limited 

Western eyes

cannot even begin

to fathom

even the tiniest

subatomic fraction

of a trillionth of

the possibilities.

How intensely we yearn

for other cultures

and other arts to look upon

the myriad glittering facets

of the varicolored refl ected

rainbow gemstone shadows

and communicate

the cascading patterns

they observe

and we cannot.

Why The Great Commission?
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Yes, indeed, how deep is our need,

the thirst.

Please, God, let us have a fl eeting peek

at your dark mirrored radiance

through their lenses also!

Th ey say the Eskimos

use dozens of diff erent words

for snow.

What then,

of other means to contemplate and

ponder the Divine

Purity?

And so, then, forward the Great Invitation,

to bring new paintings to the Feast,

surprising sketches to the Banquet.

Such will be the Marriage Table of the Lamb,

Th e Final Bonding.

© COPYRIGHT 2009 by STEPHEN C. WETLESEN

 (408) 252-8655 email: SCWetlesen@aol.com
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Th e churches from the whole world are 
joined in the eff ort to reach the whole 
world. Although it has been documented 
that Western missionaries serving outside 
their countries still comprise the majority of 
world missions workers, the growth rate of 
majority world missionaries far outpaces that 
of the West. In recent years, while Western 
missionary forces are shrinking in numbers 
and possibly in infl uence, missions from the 
majority world have proliferated, bringing 
amazing progress and some challenges.

Missions from the Majority World represents the thinking of 14 majority world mis-
sion scholars and 10 Westerners with lengthy experience in the missionary enter-
prise. Th e book shows the progress and challenges of missions from the majority 
world and illustrates this by case studies from Asia, Africa, and Latin America.
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continued from page 4

I like to say that children have open hands. Children natu-
rally accept the essence of the Christian faith: grace, love, 
trust, servanthood, and joy. Th ey are pliable and moldable. 
It is like a fl ower that is in just the right season to receive 
the pollen and ultimately bear fruit. Miss this season and 
through a miracle the clock has to be turned back to cre-
ate that season of readiness again. Eighty-fi ve percent of 
people that do become Christians do so between the ages of 
four and 14 years. (Bryant Myers: “Th e State of the World’s 
Children: A Strategic Challenge to the Christian Mission in 
the 1990s,” paper presented to EFMA Executive Leadership 
Retreat, Glen Eyrie, September 1992)

Every Child is Held Captive and ‘Crying’ Out for Freedom
Given this one fact, children should be central to the mission-
ary strategies of the body of Christ. But this is not always the 
case. Maybe the reason is that children are defi nitely central 
to the strategy of the evil one. With precision and with care 
‘dungeons’ are constructed to keep children captive from 
experiencing the love and light of the gospel of Christ.

Many things that hinder children from being reached 
by Jesus are external: politics, religion and culture. Th ese 
are things imposed by adults. Adults have many internal 
hindrances like a belief system, pride, greed, hate, fear, and 
being entangled in sin. 

When Jesus noticed this, he was angry and said to his dis-
ciples, “Let the children come to me, and do not stop them, 
because the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these” 
(Mark 10:14, NIV).

Maybe Jesus is still angry when he looks at the situation of 
these children. Th e fact is, whether we want to admit it or 
not, without change another generation of children from 
unreached people groups is being lost. 

And Jesus said: 

“In just the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that 
any of these little ones should be lost” (Matthew 18:14, NIV).

“In just the 
same way 
your Father 
in heaven is 
not willing 
that any of 
these little 
ones should 
be lost” 
(Matthew 
18:14, NIV).

Why Should We Pray For Children?
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Why Should We Pray For Children?

He is the Good Shepherd that leaves the 99 in the fi eld and 
goes to seek the one that is lost. If we look at these giants 
that keep these children captive, humanly speaking they are 
lost. Th e only thing that will open the doors of this prison 
is the body of Christ taking hold of these children and 
through prayer giving birth to their freedom.

Every Child Can Carry a Testimony
Children are change agents. Th ey can take that unconditional 
love and healing back to their families with childlike sincerity. 

Doesn’t Psalm 8:2 say, “Out of the mouth of babes and 
infants, you have ordained praise because of your enemies, to 
silence the foe and the avenger (NIV).” 

Th ere are many testimonies of children leading parents and 
communities to truth.

Why is it so important that we break through those walls 
and bring freedom to those children? In addition to what 
I have already said, there is even a much deeper and more 
important call from these children.

Every child is Suff ering and Hungry for Love
Jesus Christ said, “And whoever welcomes a little child like 
this in my name welcomes me” (Matthew 18:5, NIV). 

Children have open hands and a nature that easily trusts 
and receives. Th is makes them vulnerable. Th ese treasured 
creatures created in the image of God are the focus of the 
attacks of Satan. He sees it as his greatest opportunity to 
damage the image of God. 

Children are indeed suff ering; victims of war, sexual abuse, 
child labor, divorce, diseases, orphaned and suff ering loss. 
Th e nurturing homes that should be there for children are 
often found to be broken. Th ey are in need of being wel-
comed in the Name of Christ.

Like a seedling that is not yet a tree needs sunshine, protec-
tion and nurturing, these little children need the love Jesus 
intended to give in healthy families and in relationship with 
Himself. If they do not receive it they will end up growing 
to be a broken generation like the one before them.

Like a 
seedling that 
is not yet a 
tree needs 
sunshine, 
protection 
and 
nurturing, 
these little 
children 
need the 
love Jesus 
intended 
to give in 
healthy 
families 
and in 
relationship 
with Himself. 
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The Story of Every Child is a Battle for a Lost Soul
“I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, 
declares the Sovereign Lord. I will search for the lost 
and bring back the strays. I will bind up the injured and 
strengthen the weak…” (Ezekiel 34:16, NIV).

Isn’t this what Jesus is looking for in his church, the heart of 
a shepherd? He Himself said, “Th e thief comes only in or-
der to steal, kill, and destroy. I have come in order that you 
might have life—life in all its fullness” ( John 10:10, NIV). 

With this thought we have to turn our prayers to those fol-
lowers of the Good Shepherd: Th ose who have to search for 
the one that is lost and rescue them from the mouth of the 
lion. Th ey will need wisdom, because the lion is nothing like 
the parent. Paul said in Ephesians 6:12. “For our struggle is 
not against fl esh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms (NIV).”

We join the Good Shepherd in this battle when we go 
down on our knees and plead that every child will be free 
to receive the life in abundance that Jesus wants to place in 
their open hands. You can become part of this dream He 
has, by praying for the children that make up these nations 
this very month! GPD

Gerhard Strobes is a lecturer at Petra College for child evan-
gelism. He obtained his chemical engineering and masters in 
environmental engineering at the University of Pretoria, 
in South Africa. After working for six years at the Coun-
cil for Scientifi c and Industrial Research in Pretoria as an 
engineer commissioning industrial water treatment plants, 
he decided to become equipped as a trainer of leaders in child 
evangelism. God called him to raise up people who are pas-
sionate about sharing Jesus with children. He joined Petra 
College since they shared the same call. Currently he is part 
of the training team of Petra College who equip leaders for 
children’s ministry in 35 Africa countries as well as in the 
Middle East and Eastern Europe.

Why Should We Pray For Children?

We join 
the Good 
Shepherd in 
this battle 
when we go 
down on our 
knees and 
plead that 
every child 
will be free 
to receive 
the life in 
abundance 
that Jesus 
wants to 
place in their 
open hands.




